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Debates, 



ADDRESS. 



Address : Amendment to. 

An amendment to the Address can only be moved 
while it is under discussion for the second reading. 

Queen's Speech. Report of Address brought up and read. On 
motion to agree to the Address, 

Mr. Hadfield moved an addition to the Address. 

Mr. Speaker — " The hon. member for Sheffield is quite in order in 
expressing an opinion upon the subject; but with regard to the 
proposal that he has made, according to the rules of this House he 
is not in order. The time for moving an amendment to the Address 
is while it is under discussion for the second reading ; but after the 
motion has been put from the chair that the House do agree with the 
Committee in the said resolutions, the opportunity has passed. 
Accordingly he cannot now move the amendment. The question for 
the House is that the House do agree with the said Address." 

Vol. 186, pp. 76-8.--Wednesday, February 6, 1867. 



ADJOURNMENT OF THE HOUSE. 



The adjourmnent of the House is a motion reserved for 
special occasions. 

The 0*Farrell papers. Obeervations. 

Mr. Newdegate moved the adjournment of the House for the 
purpose of explaining the case. 

Mr. Speaker said he could not put the question without reminding 
the House that the privilege of moving the adjournment of the 
House upon asking a question had been reserved by the common, 
consent of the House for occasions of urgency. Unless that privilege 
were exercised with forbearance the result would be fatal to the 
successful conduct of public business. 

Vol. 196, p.p. 17-19.— Monday, March 3, 1869. 

The adjournment of the House is reserved for grave 
occasions. 

Army. March of troops to Hounslow. Personal explanation. 

Sir John Pakington made a personal explanation of an answer 
given by him on a former occasion, and being followed by Captain 
Vivian, who said he would move the adjournment of the House, 

Mr. Speaker said the House had permitted a personal explanation 
to be made, but the right of moving the adjournment of the House 
was reserved for occasions on which questions of gravity were to be 
brought before it. 

Vol. 188, pp. 1523-6.— Monday, July 15, 1867. 

The right of moving the adjournment is reserved by 
the House to its members. 

Administration of Justice in Ireland. Question. 

An hon. member having put a question, of which he had given 
notice followed by some observations, **put himself in order" by 
moving the adjournment of the House. 

Mr. Speaker said, in reply to a question of Order, that the House 
had reserved to its members the right of moving the adjournment. 
Vol. 177, pp. 1825-1829.— Friday, March 17, 1866. 



It is usual to carry the adjournment before fixing the 
day. 

Motion for adjournment. 

Mr. Jacob Bright moved the adjournment till Monday. 

Mr. Speaker ruled that the motion was in order, though the course 
usually pursued was to put the motion for adjournment before fixing 
the particular day. 

Vol. 193, p.p. 1737-8.— Friday, July 24, 1868. 

An hon. member having moved the adjournment of the 

•debate, and the question being negatived, the same 

member cannot himself move the adjournment of the 

House immediately subsequently; but it can be moved 

by another hon. member. 

Cf. Compulsory Church Rate Abolition Bill. 

Vol. 184, p p. 1448-50.— Tuesday, July 24, 1866. 

The adjournment of the House may be moved when 
Supply is not on the paper, although there is on the 
paper a motion for adjournment to another day. 

Acting Governor, Hongkong. 

Colonel Sykes called attention to the condition of certain Chinese 
pirates, and moved the adjournment of the "Rouse pro formd. 

Objection taken that there was a notice on the paper for adjourn- 
ment to Monday. 

Mr. Speaker said that Supply not being on the paper there was 
nothing to prevent the hon. and gallant gentleman from making the 
motion that the House do now adjourn. 

Vol. 184, p.p. 2040-50.— Friday, August 3, 1866. 

A right to reply is only allowed when the adjournment 

of the House is a substantive motion. 

Parliamentary reform. Representation of the People Bill. 
Order for Committee read. 



Motion made, and question proposed — " That Mr. Speaker do nov 
leave the chair." Earl Grosvenor moved—" That the House do now 
adjourn." 

On Earl Grosvenor rising again to withdraw, and proceeding to 
speak, 

Objection taken, that there was no right of reply. 

Mr. Speaker—" The rule with regard to motions for adjournment 
of the House is this — If the motion for the adjournment is made 
while another motion is before the House, and during the progress of 
the debate, there is no reply ; but if the motion of adjournment is a 
substantive motion, a right to reply bas been admitted." 

Vol. 186, p. 1606.— Thursday, April 11, 1867. 

When a motion has been made and the debate thereon 

concluded by the question being put from the chair, and 

a division taken, it is competent for a member to move 

the adjournment of the House ; and the discussion on the 

main question may be renewed on that motion. 

On May 21st, 1857, the following motion was made and question 
proposed — "That this House do resolve itself into a Committee to 
consider the Acts for the Endowment of the College of Maynooth, 
&c., &c., &c." After debate a division was taken in due course. 
After the division, Mr. Newdegate moved the adjournment of the 
House. A discussion arose on the main question, and a question was 
put to the Government as to iheir intentions with regard to the 
College of Maynooth, which was allowed by Mr. Speaker to be in 
order. Lord Pahnerston acquiescing in the right, though deprecating it. 

Vol. 145, pp. 666-672.— Thursday, May 21, 1867. 

It is irregular on a motion for adjournment to anticipate 

a motion, notice of which is on the paper. 

On a motion for adjournment, Mr. Newdegate was proceeding to 
make observations on Customs tariffs, when Mr. Speaker stated that 
the hon. member having a notice of motion on the paper for the day, 
was now taking advantage of the question of the adjournment of the 
House to enter into the question more deeply than he had a right to 
do. 

Vol. 147, pp. 1690-91.— Friday, August 14, 1867. 



It is not in order on the motion for adjournment to 

discuss a subject fixed for a future day, .but a question 

may be asked with reference to a notice on the paper. 

Cf . Parliamentaiy Reform. Observations. 

Vol. 163, pp. 330, 331, 333.— Friday, March 18, 1869. 
Cf . Also Troops at Trimdad. Observatioiis. 

Vol. 16% p. 817.— Friday, March 26, 1869. 



AMENDMENTS. 



Amendment on Original Motion negatived. 

An amendment having been proposed and negatived 

by the aifirmation that the words proposed to be left out 

stand part of the question, no further amendment can be 

offered. 

Cf. Supply. Miscellaneous Civil Service Estimate'. 

Vol. 175, p. 664.— Thursday, May 26, 1864. 

Amendment: Limitation of Moving 

An hou. member having moved an amendment in the 
form of certain resolutions on the question — ** That this 
House, at its rising, will adjourn," &c., and having spoken 
cannot reply, nor move an amendment. 

Adjournment. Government Manufacturing Establishments. 

Resolution on the question of adjournment. Mr. Cobden moved 
certain resolutions after debate. Mr. Cobden rose, when 

Mr. Speaker reminded the hon. gentleman that he had already 
spoken. 

Mr. Cobden — " Then I shall put myself in order by moving an 
amendment." 
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Mr. Speaker — '* The hon. member has moyed an amendment and 
cannot move another." 

Vol. 176, pp. 1907, 1976.— Friday, July 22, 1864. 

Amendment: Further addition to. 

When a motion has been made, and an amendment 
has been proposed to add words at the end of the 
question, it is not competent to move a further addition. 

Education. Motion for a Select Committee. 

Sir John Fakington moved — Motion made and question pro- 
posed — " That a Select Committee be appointed to inquire into the 
Constitution of the Committee of Council on Education, and the 
system under which the business of the office is conducted." 

Amendment proposed at the end of the question to add the words 
— ** And also into the best mode of extending the benefits of Govem- 
ment inspection and the Parliamentary grants to schools at present 
unassisted by the State." (Mr. Walter). 

Mr. Henry Seymour moyed as an addition to the Order of 
Reference — "That the Committee should inquire whether some 
portion of the duties of the Department of Science and Art could 
not be transferred to the Board of Education." 

Mr. Speaker informed the hon. member that he could not moye 
the amendment at present. The state of the question was that no 
amendment haying been proposed to the first branch of the original 
motion, that part would stand, and would have to be submitted to 
the House in its complete form. But the question now before the 
House was whether the words proposed by the hon. member for 
Berkshire should be added, and if any hon. member proposed to 
move an amendment upon those words it would be open to the con- 
sideration of the House. 

Vol. 177, pp. 847-916.— Tuesday, February 28, 1865. 

Amendment : Withdrawal of. 

An amendment when in possession of the House cannot 
be withdrawn or altered without the permission of the 
House. 
Address to Her Majesty. 



The O'Donoghue haTing proposed an amendment, and debate 
being continaed. 

The O'Donoghue subsequently wished to withdraw his amendment 
and to add the words to, instead of substituting them for, the para- 
graph in the Address. 

Mr. Speaker said that the amendment was in possession of the 
House, and that it was for the House to decide whether they would 
grant permission to the hon. gentleman to make the change he 
proposed. 

The amendment was by leave withdrawn and the change allowed. 
Cf. vol. 181, p. 206 and p. 273.— Thursday, Feb. 8, 1866. 



A resolution having been moved is in possession of the 
House, and it is for the House to decide whether it will 
permit the whole or any part of it to be withdrawn. 

Freedom of Speech. Arrest of Mr. Murphy. 

Mr. Newdegate having moved an amendment containing several 
paragraphs, desired to withdraw the last paragraph, 

Mr. Speaker — **The resolution has been moved, and is in the 
possession of the House, and it is for the House to decide whether it 
will permit the whole or any part of it to be withdrawn." 

Vol. 198, p. 633.— Friday, July 23, 1869. 



A Second Amendment. 

When there is a motion and an amendment before the 
House, a second amendment cannot be put until the first 
is disposed of. 

State of Ireland. Motion for a Committee^ 

Amendment proposed. 

A further amendment proposed. 

Mr. Speaker said that there being a motion and an amendment 
before the House it is impossible to put the second amendment until 
the first is disposed of. 

Vol. 190. p 1341-2.— Tuesday, March 10, 1868. Cf. also Army 
Fortifications, vol. 191, p. 2061.— Friday, May 8, 1868. Cf. Army 
Koyal Gun Factories, vol. 193, p. 1266.— Thursday, July 16, 1868. 
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An amendment haying been moved to an original 
motion, a member cannot make another motion before' 
that which is before the House is disposed of. 

Cf. Freedom of speech. Arrest of Mr. Murphy. 

On the motion — " That Mr. Speaker do now leave the chair," Mr. 
Newdegate moved an amendment, and subsequently desired to with- 
draw a part thereof. Mr. Speaker having ruled it was not competent 
for the hon. member to withdraw, 

Col. Barttelot — *^ 1 beg to move that the last paragraph of the 
resolution be now omitted." 

Mr. Speaker ruled, it is not competent for the hon. and gallant 
member to rise to make another motion. That which is before the 
House must first be disposed of ; if it be negatived, then will be the 
time to move the insertion of words as an amendment. 

Vol. 198, p. 633.— Friday, July 23, 1869. 

Amendment : Effect of, on Motion that the Speaker do 

now leave the Chair, 

On the motion that Mr. Speaker do now leave the 

chair, &c., if an amendment is carried the effect of which 

is to strike out all the words after " That" and to insert 

other words, the original question is superseded. 

Cf . Duchy of Manchester. 

Vol. 206, pp. 321-2.— Friday, May 5, 1871. 

When a question is before the House to which an 
amendment has been moved, and the House has decided 
that the words proposed to be left out (in the original 
question, scil) stand part of the question, it is not com- 
petent to move another motion. 

Promotions from the rank. Address moved. Order for Com- 
mittee of Supply read. 

Motion made, and question proposed — '* That Mr. Speaker do now 
leave the chair.'' 
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Amendment proposed to leave out from the word " That," with a 
view to add other words instead thereof. 

Question — That the words proposed to he left out stand part of 
the question. Put and agreed to. 

Mr. Darby Griffith moved a further amendment. 

Mr. SpesJcer said that as the House had decided on the last 
question— " That the words proposed to he left out stand pait of the 
question" — it was not competent for the hon. member to move 
another motion. The question was that he do now leave the chair. 

Vol. 169, pp. 562-668. —Monday, June 18, 1860. 
Cf. Also vol. 169, p. 1809.— Thursday, July 12, 1860. 

Effect of Motion " That words stand.** 

The House having agreed that words stand, no further 

amendment permissible. 

Cf . Begina v. Overend, Gumey, & Go. 

Vol. 197, pp. 976-977.— Thursday, July 1, 1869. 
Cf. Scotland. Defences of the Firth of Forth. Observations. 

Vol. 205, p. 1626.— Friday, April 21, 1871. 

An amendment having been moved to a main question, 
a further amendment cannot be moved, but the original 
amendment may be withdrawn and put with the sug- 
gested amendment. 

Order for Committee (Supply) read. 

Motion made, and question proposed — '* That Mr. Speaker do now 
leave the chair." 

Sir Charles Napier moved an amendment — " To leave out from 
the word * That * to the end of the question, in order to add other 
words." 

Mr. Lindsay proposed a change should be made in the terms of 
the resolution. 

Mr. Speaker said — " An amendment could not be moved to the 
motion of the hon. and gallant admiral." 

Ultimately amendment, by leave, withdrawn. 

Sir Charles Napier then moved his resolution with the suggested 
alterations. 

Vol. 169, pp. 2189-2203. - Thursday, July 19, 1860. 
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When a motion has been so amended that the word 
*' That " only remains, no member can address the House 
unless he concludes with a motion of which due notice 

has been given. 

Supply. Order for Committee read. 

Amendment having been carried the effect of which was to leave 
only the word " That " of t^'C original question, Mr. Speaker 
pointed out that the state of the question did not permit any hon. 
member to make a speech unless he was prepared to conclude with a 
motion. Another rule of the House was that a motion could not be 
made without notice. Under these circumstances the hon. member 
for Swansea (Mr. DilVwyn), who had given notice of his motion, 
was rightly in possession of the House. 

Vol. 180, pp. 409-410.— Friday, June 16, 1865. 

Amendment upon Amendment, 

On motion for going into Committee of Supply, if an 
amendment is moved to leave out from the word " That" 
to the end of the question, with a view to insert other 
words, it is not competent to move an amendment upon 
the amendment. 

Supply. Order for Committee read. Motion made, and question 
proposed — '* That Mr. Speaker do now leave the chair." 

Amendment proposed to leave out all the words after ** That," 
with a view to insert other words. 

Sir ToUemache Sinclair moved a further amendment. 

Mr. Speaker intimated that the hon. member could not move an 
amendment upon the amendment of the hon. member. for Brighton. 

Vol. 206, pp. 1435-45. -Friday, June 2, 1871. 

Relevancy of Amendments, 

An amendment must be relevant to the question. 

Army Regulation Bill. 
Bill considered in Committed. 

Motion made and question proposed for the Committee to sit again 
to-morrow. 
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Mr. G. Bentinck moyed — " T])at the House at its rismg do adjoura 
until a quarter before 4 o'clock to-morrow. ' 

Mr. Speaker — " The question before the House is, that the Com- 
mittee do sit again to-morrow at 2 o'clock, and the hon. member*! 
amendment is ^latthe House do adjourn tiU a quarter to 4 to-morrow. 
That is not a suitable amendment. The amendment must be relevant 
to the question when the Committee should again sit." 

Vol. 206, p. 1680-82.— Monday, June 6th, 1871. 

Effect of negativing an amendment hy agreeing to the 
motion that the words proposed to he left out stand 
part of the question. 

If the House agree that words stand, no further 

amendment can be made, but the question can be agreed 

to or negatived, or the debate thereon adjourned. 

Cf . Army Regulation Bill. Lords' amendment. 

Vol. 208, pp. 1400-1.— Thursday, August 10, 1871. 
Cf. Board of Trade. — Observations. 

Vd. 208 p. 43,0.— Friday, July 28, 1871. 



BILLS. 



Title : Objection to. 

An objection to the title is a preliminary one, and should 
be offered on the second reading. 

Begistration (Ireland) Bill. 

Objection taken, that the title did not cover the contents ; as a 
Begistration Bill cannot contain provisions with reference to polling- 
places. . 

Mr. Speaker said that most Bills, after indicating the contents, 
contained the words " and for other purposes.' * In this instance these 
words did not occur ; but the objection taken by the hon. member 
was a preliminary one, which ought to have been offered on the 
second reading, and it was now too late to make it. 

Vol. 193, p. I486.— Monday, July 20, 1868, 
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Bills : Same in substance, 

A Bill, which is substantially the same as one alretLdy 
rejected by the House, cannot be brought in again 
during the same session. 

Land Improyement (Ireland) Bill. Second reading. Order for 
second readmg read. 

Lord Robert Montagu rose to order on the ground that this Bill 
was identical with one on the same subject rejected by the fiouse in 
March. 

Mr. Speaker said, if the Bill Avas the same in substance it was 
undoubtedly the rule of the House that it could not again be 
introduced, and the order must be discharged. But the fact must be 
ascertained 

Vol. 158, p. 1348.— Tuesday, May 15, 1850. 

Introduction of a Bill similar to one already rejected in 

same Session. 

Game Laws Abolition Bill. Second reading ; adjourned debate. 

Objection taken that one of the objects of the Bill was to repeal 
an^Act. But another Bill for the repeal of the same Act was 
rejected by the House recently. 

Mr. Speaker said, the Bill of the hon. member was printed before 
the decision referred to was arrived at. The Bill could proceed until 
they came to the Schedule in Committee, when it would be competent 
to strike out so much of the Bill as proposed the repeal of the Act 
in question. 

Vol. 203, pp. 662-3.— Wednesday, July 20, 1870. 

Bills : Preliminary Objection : Compliance with order 

relating to Bill, 

Provided the names of two members are on the back of 
a Bill, the Orders of the House are taken to be complied 
with ; but it may be an inquiry whether those names were 
authorised. 

Great Dover Hoad Bill ; second reading. 
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Owdm itft second reading; read. 

Motion made, and question proposed — " That the Bill be now read 
a second time." 

Mr. Bright objected that the two members whose names «ppeared 
at the back of the Bill, had stated they had not given their consent 
to their names being so placed. 

Mr Speaker—" The motion was made, and leave given to bring in 
the Bill ; and it was ordered to be brought in by two members whose 
Barnes at that time were given. It would be a matter of inquiry 
whether there was anything incorrect on the part of the age^t in 
giving names he was not authorised to give. But as far as the 
Orders of the House go, the names of two members were given, and 
80 far the Orders of the House had been complied with. It is a fit 
subject for inquiry, and it is one which I shall be happy to pursue, 
as will be my duty." 

Vol. 161, p. 1633.— Thursday, March 7, 1861. 

Note. — On the adjourned debate the two members referred to, 
complained to the House, that their names had been used by the 
agent without their authority, and Mr. Koupell, one of the members, 
moved that the Order for the second reading of the Bill be discharged. 

Mr. Speaker said that having made inquiries in the matter, and 
having satisfied himself that culpable negligence had been showil by 
the Parliamentary agents, he did not see any other course than that 
now recommended. 

Order for second reading read and discharged. Bill withdrawn. 
Vol. 161, pp. 1711-1716.— Monday, March 11, 1861. 

Bills affecting the Prerogative. 
Before passing the third reading a Bill ajffecting the 
prerogative of the Crown must obtain the consent of the 

Crown. 

Peerage (Ireland) Bill ; third reading. 

Mr. Spe^er said that according to the practice of Parliament, a 
measure to limit the prerogative of the Crown could not pass a third 
reacBng unless the consent of the Crown had first been obtained. 

Vol. 191, p. 1664.— Wednesday, April 29, 1868. 

Bills : Withdrawal of and Introduction of Another. 
When the House gives leave to withdraw one Bill with 
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a view to the introduction of another, the practice is to 
allow such new Bill to be introduced at once. 

Bailway Bills Bill. Bill withdrawn. Order for second reading 
discharged. 

Railways Bills (No. 2) Bill. Leave. First reading. 

Mr. Whalley then asked leave to introduce a new Bill upon the 
same subject. 

Sir John Pakington asked whether it was in accordance with the 
rule^ for an hon. member upon a motion day to interpose a new Bill 
witnout notice. 

Mr. Speaker said, that when the Ho^ise gave leave to withdraw 
the one Bill with a view to the introduction of another the practice 
was to allow such new Bill to be introduced at once. 

And the motion was agreed to, and the Bill ordered to be brought 
in, and presented and read a first time. 

Vol. 172, p. 408.— Wednesday, July 8, 1863. 



Bill: Preliminary Objections tOy as relating to Religion, 

Bills referring to religion in its spiritua] relations must 
be introduced in a Committee of the whole House ; but 
this rule does not apply to Bills relating to the temporalities 
and government of the Church. 

Ecclesiastical Vestments Bill. Leave. First reading. 

Mr. Hunt asked the Speaker whether it was competent for the 
hon. gentleman to bring in a Bill of this sort P He thought Bills of 
this kind ought to emanate from a Committee of the whole House. 

Mr. Speaker stated that the Standing Order which required that 
Bills relating to religion should be introduced in a Committee 
of the whole House had been held to refer to religion in its 
spiritual relations, doctrines, professions, and observances, and not to 
the temporalities and government of the church. Accordingly, the 
Church (Ireland) Temporalities Bill, and many others of a sunilar 
kind, had been brought forward for iJie first time in the House itself, 
and not in Committee. The question, however, might certainly be 
open to some doubt. ... It was a question for the consideration 
of the House — t.^., whether the Bill referred to religious observances 
or church government P 
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Leave given. Bill presented and read first time. 

Vol. 166, p. 2043.— Wednesday, February 29, 1860. 
[See also, Religious Worship Bill— Leave : First reading — where 
a similar question was put. Mr. Speaker replied in the negative.] 

Vol. 166, p. 1204.— Friday, February 17, 1860. 

Bills relating to religion must be introduced in com- 
mittee of the whole. 

Soman Catholic Prisoners Bill. Leave. First reading. 

Mr. Hennessy moved for leave to introduce a Bill relative to the 
religious instruction of Boman Catholic prisoners in England and 
Wales. 

Mr. Speaker said that, looking to the character of the Bill, he 
thought it ought to he introduced in Committee of the whole House.- 

House in Committee accordingly. 

Vol. 167, p. 61.— Tuesday, May 27, 1862. 

It is not invariably necessary that all such Bills be 
introduced in Committee of the whole House. 

Oaths Validity Act Amendment. 

Lord John Bussell having explained, on a question being put 
to Mr. Speaker, whether this Bill as relating to relinon d^ould 
not have been introduced in Committee of the whole House, that 
his proposal did not involve any alteration of the oaths, but related 
to the manner in which the oaths might be taken, Mr. Speaker said 
it would not be irregular to introduce this Bill in the manner now 
proposed. 

Vol. 147, pp. 134-5.— Tuesday, July 21, 1867. 

The rule that bUls relating to religion and trade shall 
originate in a Committee of the whole House, appHes only 
to bills originating in the House. 

Statute Law Revision Bill (Lords) Committee. 

Order for Committee read. Debate. 

Mr. Speaker — " A point of order has been referred to me as to the 
mode in which certain Statutes which have reference to religion and 
trade have been dealt with in this Bill, and complaint is made that this 

B 
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Bill, 80 far as the statutes are concerned, has not originated in a 
Committee of the whole House. It is perfectly true that that rule 
applies to Bills introduced into this House ; the order of the House is 
that they should go through the preliminary stage of a Committee ; 
but that does not relate to Bills of that character that come down 
from the House of Lords. Bills relating to religion come continually 
down from the House of Lords, and also Bills rating to trade ; only 
the other day the Alkali BUI, regulating that entire trade, was brought 
down, on which no objection was made that it did not originate in a 
Committee of the whole House. The object of the rule that BiUs 
relating to religion and trade shall be founded on a resolution of a 
preliminary committee is in order to give opportunity for a fuller 
discussion and a wider notice to the persons interested. These 
objects have been already secui-ed by the proceedings in the other 
House, and therefore the rule does not apply to biUs originated in the 
other House, and the objection in point of form does not apply in this 



case." 



Vol. 172, p. 1221.— Wednesday, July 22nd, 1863. 



Bills : Preliminary objections to. 

Bills relating to trade must be moved for in a Committee 
of the whole House. 

Marine Stores. Leave. 

Mr. Spooner moved for leave to bring in a Bill to regulate the 
business of marine store dealers. 

Mr. Speaker said it was a Bill relating to trades, and must be 
moved for in a Committee of the whole House. 

Vol. 169, p. 724.— Tuesday, June 19, 1860. 

Bills: Money Clauses in^ must pass Committee. 

Courts of justice (money). Leave. 

Mr. Lygon asked whether the proposition as involving a chaa^ 
upon the people should not be brought in in Committee of the whole 

House. 

Mr. Speaker — " If there be a guarantee on the part of the public, 
as I understand will be the case, the clause embodying such guaran- 
tee will have to pass through a Committee of the whole House." 

Vol. 165, p. 1661.— Friday, March 14, 1862. 
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Bills : Clauses in» Imposing Charges, 

Clauses imposing a chaise on the revenue must first be 
agreed to in Committee. 

East India (High Court of Judicature] Bill. Consideratioii. 

Certain clauses having heen proposed and negatived, and an 
amendment agreed to, 

Sir James Elphinstone wished to add a proviso at the end of the 
clause, granting a retiring pension. 

Mr. Speaker said, as the clause imposed a charge on the revenue, 
it could not he put unless it was first agreed to in Committee. 

Vol. 164, pp. 172-3.— Monday, July 1, 1861. 

A Bill which pledges the public credit for any loan to 
be raised may be introduced, without the preliminary 
committee necessary for the introduction of money Bills 
under the Standing Orders, provided that the clauses 
referring to the raising of the money are guarded by 
being passed through a preliminary Committee of the 
whole House. 

X/eave for Metropolis Local Management Act Amendment Bill. 

This Bill was moved hy the Chancellor of the Exchequer, and the 
Speaker was ahout to propose the question, when an objection was 
taken by Mr. Roebuck that the right hon. gentleman ought to have 
begun by moving the Speaker out of the chair, and then have 
introduced a resolution in Committee authorising the introduction of 
such a Bill. 

This point being discussed, and it appearing that although the 
appeal was to local resources, a main feature of the Bill was the 
guarantee on the part of the country of principal and interest of any 
money raised by the Metropolitan Board of Works. 

Mr. Speaker said — " Unquestionably if its main feature is the 
guarantf^eing of money raised by loan, it may reach taxation, and the 
proper form of proceeding would then be by way of resolution in 
committee of the whole House." And Mr. Speaker subsequently 
said — ** There are many precedents in which in those particular 
clauses (viz., referring to public money), the House resolved itself 
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into Committee and a resolution was moved." Ultimately the 
Speaker said — ** I have not the least doubt of .the power of the right 
hon. gentleman to introduce the Bill ; and if the clauses referring to 
the raising of the money were guarded by being passed through a 
preliminary Committee of the whole House, all that is required by the 
forms of the House will be accomplished." 

Vol. 161, p.p. 1608-1619.— Thursday, July 15th, 1868. Cf. Also 
p. 1168. The purification of the Thames. 

Btlla : Preliminary objections to. 
K a Bill does not impose a charge upon the public, 
although it is intimated that at a future day another Bill 
will be proposed to replenish and increase an existing 
fund, out of which the works imder the Bill under con- 
sideration would be defrayed, it is not necessary to go into 
Committee as a preliminary. 

Thames Embankment (North Side) Bill. 

Mr. Walpole objected that it was proposed to extend the period 
over which the coal duties would exist. 

Mr. Cooper explained that the Bill only appropriated an existing 
fund. But in order to make sure that the Thames Embankment 
Fund would be able to meet aU the charges which might come upon 
it, another Bill would be proposed at a future date to replenish and 
increase that fund. 

Mr. Henley urged that this would be assenting to a thing to be 
done without assenting to the mode of paying for it. This might be 
strictly in order, but was not convenient. 

Mr. Speaker said, what had fallen from the last right hon. member 
was a correct exposition. It was a question of form and convenience 
of legislation rather than of order. If no charge was imposed, a 
preliminary Committee was not necessary. 

Vol. 169, pp. 363-356.— Monday, February 16, 1863. 

A Bill to enable the Government to take ground for 
public purposes, but not providing the fxmds, need not 
originate in Committee of the whole House. 

Public Offices (site and approaches) Bill. 
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Mr. Oowper moved for leave to bring in a Bill. 

Motion made and question proposed — "That leave be given to 
bring in a Bill to enable the Commissioners of Her Maiesty's Works 
and Public Buildings to acquire additional lands, for improving the 
site of the new public offices in Downing-street, and the approaches 
thereto.*' 

Objection taken, that the Bill should originate in a Conmiittee of 
the whole House. 

Mr. Speaker said that the object of the Bill was to enable the 
Government to take ground for certain purposes. It did not give 
them power to purchase the property. The funds for that purpose 
should be voted afterwards, in Committee of the whole House. 
There was, therefore, no question of order. 

Vol. 177, pp. 1301-8.— Tuesdiiy, March 7, 1865. 



As involving a charge upon the people. 

Metropolitan Police Stations Bill. Order for third reading read. 

Mr. Ayrton asked the Speaker wh^her the third reading was in 
order, there having been no resolution in Committee, and the third 
reading being deferred till next day. In answer to Mr. Cox on that 
day, Mr. Speaker said as the Bill transferred certain charges from the 
consolidated fund to the supplies annually voted by Parliament, it 
was unnecessary to found this Bill on resolutions passed in Com- 

Vol. 147, pp. 1208-20.— Friday, August 7, 1867. 

Bills : Preliminary Objections to. 
Where a Bill merely appropriates a sum already voted, 
or has reference to some alteration in keeping accounts, 
it need not originate in Committee. 

Thames Embankment Bill. Leave. Sir John SheUey expressed an 
opinion that the usage of Parliament required that the Bill should be 
introduced in Committee. 

Mr. Speaker — **The question is whether or not any new burden 
is to be £iid upon the people by the proposed Bill of the right hon. 
gentleman . The right hon. gentieman states that no new burden is laid 
on by the Bill. It is merely for the appropriation of a sum already 
voted. The amendment added with respect to the London "Wine and 
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Coal Duties Act, has nothing whatever to do, as I understand, -with 
the question of taxation, but merely has reference to some alteration 
respectiag the mode of keeping the accounts. Under these circum- 
stances it does not appear to me that there is anything informal in 
the motion which the right hon. gentleman has maide.'* 

Vol. 165, pp. 1819-26.— Tuesday, March 18, 1862. 

Bills: Preliminary objections to— Relating to Public 
Money and Charges on the subject, 

A Bill authorising the levy of local rates for local 
purposes by local authorities does not come under the 
class of BiUs which must originate in Committee of the 
whole House. 

Church Rates Commutation Bill. Second reading. 

Objection taken by Mr. Hadfield, that inasmuch as the 16th clause 
proposed that the charge which now fell upon occupiers should be 
transferred to the owners of real property, whereby such owners 
would be subjected to a new tax to which they have not hitherto been 
liable, the Bill should have originated in Committee of the whole 
House. 

Mr. Speaker — ** The rule of the House is this — that Bills which 
directly impose a State charge upon the people must originate in a 
Committee of the whole House. But the rule has been held not to 
apply to Bills authorising the levy of rates or charges for local pur- 
poses by local authorities. The question is, under which head should 
this Bill for the Commutation of Church Hates be classed. In my 
opinion it would be most in accordance with the spirit of the general 
rule of the House, and with the course of precedents, that it should 
be placed in the second class. The hon. member urges, that by the 
16tii clause a new tjut is imposed on the owners of property, to which 
they have not been liable. But so in the Tithe Commutation Act, 
the 6 & 7 "Will. IV., c. 71, the tithe payable by the occupiers was 
made a charge upon the land, the Bill was brought in without having 
been first considered in a Committee. Then came the Metropolu 
Police Act, 10 Geo. IV., c. 44, which shows that a Bill enacting that 
local rates are to be imposed by a local authority does not require a 
preliminary Committee. That Act empowered overseers in every 
peuish witiiin the metropolitan district to levy a poUce rate not to 
exceed 8d. in the pound, and it was brought in without a Committee. 
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In my opinion there has been nothing irreg^ular in the introduction of 
the present Bill, and I think the House may jnroperly proceed to con- 
sider it on its merits." 

Vol. 174, pp. 1700-1.— Wednesday, April 27, 1864. 

Bills : Preliminary objections to. 

Bills of Indemnity need not originate in Committee. 

Under Secretary's Indemnity Bill. Second reading. 

Objection taken -That a Bill proposing indemnities for penalties 
due to the Crown should be introduced in Committee. 

The Speaker ruled that there was no occasion to introduce this Bill 
in a Committee of the whole House. 

Vol. 176, p. 83.- Thursday, May 6, 1864. 

Bills : Objections to : Based on Resolution. 

Resolutions referring to Ways and Means for the 
services of the year, although they may go beyond the 
service of the year, may properly be moved in Committee 
of Ways and Means, and Bill based thereon. 

Customs and Inland Eevenue Bill. Second reading. Adjourned 
debate. 

Mr. Hennessy objected that the Bill contained clauses based on 
resolutions in Committee of Ways and Means, and that these went 
beyond the current year. 

Mr. Speaker — " With regard to the immediate question, all those 
resolutions refer to Ways and Means for the services of the year. It 
is true thai in one point they go beyond the services of the year, but 
they are all required for the services of the year, and in my opinion 
they properly form part of the resolutions to be moved in Committee 
of Ways and Means." 

Vol. 162, p. 2103.— Thursday, May 16, 1861. 

Bdlls : Preliminary obj'ections to : Received from the 
Lords. Objected to on grounds of Privilege. 
In Bills brought from the Lords, any provision granting 
expenses to be defrayed out of moneys to be provided by 



24 



Parliament is held to be an infringement upon the privi- 
leges of the Commons. 

Divorce Court Bill. Second reading. Adjourned debate. Com- 
mittee. 

Notice taken that the Bill as brought from the Lords contained a 
provision that Her Majesty's Proctor shall be entitled to charite 
certain costs as part of the expense of his office ; that as suchi 
expense, by virtue of the Act 20 & 21 Vict., c. 85» is to be defrayed 
out of moneys to be provided by parliament, such provision was an 
infringement of the privileges of Uiis House. 

Thereupon Mr. Speaker explained that since 1854 provisions of 
this character had been admitted in Bills brought from the Lords ; 
but that as it appeared to him that such a practice was open to 
serious objection, that it was liable to misconstruction, and that it 
was calculated to break down the broad line of distinction between 
the duties, attributes, and powers of the two Houses, he had already 
intimated that ev^ such provisions would be objected to by himself 
on behalf of the House, and that he should advise the House not to 
receive them. 

Mr. Speaker further stated that this Bill had been brought from 
the Lords on the 1st of May last ; that the intimation of his opinion 
had since been attended to, and all similar provisions had been 
omitted by the Lords from BUls sent to this House ; and that under 
these circumstances the House would perhaps not think it necessary 
to insist upon its privileges in this particular case. 

An amendment that the Bill be laid aside was withdrawn, by the 
suggestion of Mr. Speaker, under the circumstances. 

Mr. Speaker further stated — " The result of what was taken place 
will be to take (are that the creation of expenses, and the appoint- 
ment of officers with salaries to be defrayed by moneys to be voted 
by Parliament, should not come down from the House of Lords as 
enactments, but merely as suggestions." 

Vol. 160, pp. 1628-30, 1734-42.— Monday, August 30 ; Thursday, 
August 23; 1860. 

Bills : Amendment to Clause, Objection taken. 
An amendment which has the effect of relieving taxa- 
tion is in order. 

Election Petitions and Corrupt Practices at Elections Bill. Con- 
sideration. 
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The Solicitor- General xnoyed to omit a clause. Objection taken, 
that the amendment altered the incidence of taxation, and could not 
he proi>08ed. 

Mr. Speaker decided that it was quite competent for the hon. 
and learned gentleman to propose the rejection of the clause, as Uie 
omission of the clause woiSld have the effect of relieving the rate- 
payers of a charge which it was proposed to place upon them. 

VoL 193, p. 1688.— Thursday, July 23, 1868. 



Bills. Amendments : Objections to, as proper to origin 

nate in Committee, 

An amendment which does not propose a new charge 
need not originate in Committee. 

- West Indies Bill. Lords' amendments considered. 

The Bin proposed to relieve the Consolidated Fund of a charge of 
£20,000, hitherto annually paid to the clergy of the West Indies. 
Amendment proposed -That the annual parent of £2,000 be con- 
tinued to the coadjutor bishop under certain circimistances . bj ection 
taken — That the amendment should have originated in Committee. 

Mr. Speaker — " The whole question seems to be whether this is a 
new charge on the Consolidated Fund, or a reservation from £20,000 
supposed to be given up. The Bill proposes to relieve the Consolidated 
Fund from the payment of £20,000, while, if the amendment were 
passed, it would only be relieved of £18,000. I think it is a matter 
which is open to the decision of the House." 

Vol. 193, p. 1888.— Monday, July 27, 1868; p. 1920.- Tuesday, 
July 28, 1868. 



Bills : Amendments involving Charges on the people. 

An amendment imposing a fresh charge must be sub- 
mitted in Committee. 

Cf . Representation of the People Bill. 
Bill as amended considered. 

An addition proposed to a clause affecting the incidence of rating. 
Objection taken — that it could not be brought forward on 3ie 
report. 
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Mr. Speaker said the proposal imposing a cliarge not at present 
existing, should have been submitted in Committee. 

Vol. 188, p. 1468.— Friday, July 12, 1867. 

Bills: Amendments on Staff es : on Consideration : involving 

a Charge upon the People, 

An amendment to a clause cannot be added which 
involves a charge on the revenue, unless first agreed to 
in committee. 

Probate and Letters of Administration Bill. Order for the con» 
sideration of the Bill as amended read. 

Sir Fitzroy Kelly having moved an amendment, and objection 
being taken that it had not been agreed to in Committee, the Speaker 
ruled the amendment was informal. Vol. 147, pp. 1382-3. An 
amendment involving the same principle, though in a minor matter, 
was similarly ruled by Mr. Speaker. P. 1386.— Tuesday, August 
11, 1867. 

Bills : Objection to an amendment requiring to be originated 

in Committee, 

An amendment affecting an alteration in taxation must 
originate in Committee. 

Artizans* and Laborers' Dwellings Bill. Consideration. Adjourned 
debate. 

Schedule A. Amendment proposed. 

Mr. Speaker said it seemed to him that the amendment would have 
this effect— that improvements beyond the Ihnits of the City of 
London would, after the alteration proposed, affect the taxation of the 
Citv of London. In that case it would effect an alteration of taxation, 
which should have originated in a Committee of the whole House, and 
could not be proposed on consideration of the report. 

Vol. 191, pp. 1876-8.— Thursday, May 7, 1868. 

Bills : reading a Bill. 
According to ancient usage the clerk at the table may 
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be called upon to read a BiU which the House has ordered 

to be read a second time, but the modem practice is a 

sufficient reading. 

Gf. Drainage and Improyement of land (Ireland], Provisional order 
Confirmation Bill. 

Vol. 178, pp. 181-2.— Thursday, March 23, 1866. 

The practice of reading the Bill by the clerk at the 
table, is an exploded practice, but if a motion is made and 
seconded that the Bill be read by the clerk at the table, 
it will be for the House to consider that motion. 

Eatabhshed Church (Ireland) Bill. A motion for reading. 

Lord Henry Thynne said — " Mr. Speaker, I beg to move that the 
Bill be read by the clerk at the table." 

Mr. Speaker — " When a proposal was made two sessions ago, it was 
agreed by the House that the reading of a Bill by the clerk at the 
table was an exploded practice, a practice which had not been followed 
for many years, and that circumstance was considered to be 
frafficdently binding upon the House in the matter.'' 

Another member pressing the motion said, that the clerk at the 
table should read the Bill. 

Mr. Speaker— ^^ I have already stated that the House itself has 
declared the practice to be exploded ; but if an hon. member makes 
a motion to the effect that the Bill be read by the clerk at the table, 
and it is seconded, it will then be for the House to dispose of that 
motion." 

Vol. 192, pp. 322-3.— Thursday, May 14, 1868. 

Bills : First Reading, 
When a Bill is brought in it is at once read a first time. 

Cf. Parliamentary Reform. Notice. 

Vol. 181, p. 1286.— Thursday, March 1, 1866. 

Bills : Second Reading : Fixing Date of. 
Established Church (Ireland) Bill. 
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Mr. Speaker laid down the date of second reading as follows : — 
The practice was on every occasion that a Bill was brought in to fix 
the second reading after it had been read a first time. 

Vol. 192, p. 322.— Thursday, May 14, 1868. 

Bills : Re-introduction of, 

A Bill • is not disposed of by the House declining to 
read a Bill a second time and passing a resolution instead 
thereof ; but it is competent to ask the House to name 
another day for the second reading thereof. 

Marriage Law Amendment Bill. Second reading. 

An amendment carried in form of a resolution re the law of 
marriage and uniformity therein in lieu thereof. 

On a subsequent day, in reply to Mr. Monckton Milnes, 

Mr. Speaker—" On the order of the second reading of the Marriage 
Law Amendment Bill, the House declined to read the Bill a second 
time, and passed a resolution to the effect that any measure having 
for its object the placing of the law of marriage in regard to the 
prohibited degrees on a diiferent footing in different parts of the 
United Kingdom would be highly inconvenient. The resolution 
does not dispose of the Marriage Law Amendment BiU, and it is 
competent to the hon. gentleman to ask the House to name another 
day for the second reading of the Bill." 

Vol. 162, p. 892.— Monday, April 22, 1861. 

Bills : withdrawal of when amendment to second reading 

has been proposed. 

The motion for the second reading of a Bill haying 
been made, and an amendment to that question having 
been proposed, it is not competent to withdraw the Bill 
untn the amendment is withdrawn. 

Street Bail Company Bill. Second reading. 

Motion made and question proposed—*' That the Bill be read a 
second time this day fortnight." 

Amendment proposed, to leave out the word "fortnight," and 
insert *' this day six months " instead thereof. 



29 



Mr. Childers proposed to withdraw the Bill. 

Mr. Speaker said that although the hon. gentleman had ezpreised 
his wish to withdraw the Bill, he could not entertain that question 
until the amendment was withdrawn. 

Vol. 162, pp. 639-641.— Tuesday, April 16, 1861. 



Bills : Second reading of: Objection taken. 

K the motion, that a Bill " be read a second time " be 
negatived, it is still competent to move the second reading 
on a subsequent day. If the House decides for " that 
day six months," the decision is held to be final. 

Church Rates Redemption Bill. Second reading. 

Mr. Alcock moved that this Bill be read a second time on Wednes- 
day the 10th of June next. 

Objection taken, that the principle of the Bill had already beea 
disposed of by a former decision of the House. 

Mr. Speaker — ** This is a question of form. The decision of the 
House upon a former occasion was upon the question that ' the Bill 
be now read a second time;' and the decision was, that the Bill 
should not be then read a second time. But that decision, though 
adverse, did not preclude the assumption that the House might oe 
more favorably disposed to it on another day. But if the House had 
decided that the Bill should be read a second time that day six 
months, that decision would have been final." 

Vol. 170, pp. 1687-8.- Wednesday, May 14, 1863. 



Bilh : Second reading. Amendments affected hy lapse of 

time. 

On the motion that a Bill be read a second time on a 
given day (29th April), amendment proposed " this day 
six months." Question that the words proposed to be left 
out (viz., 29th April), stand part of the question put on 
the 2nd May. The difficulty solved by negativing the 
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question, then the amendment, thus allowing the question 
that theBill be now read a second time to be properly put. 

Metropolis Gas Bill. 

Mr. Speaker — ^* The House will observe that the question proposed 
is that this Bill be read a second time on Monday, the 29th of April. 
As we have arrived at the 2nd May, it is impossible to read the Bill 
on the 29th April. That indeed would be beyond the power of even 

an Act of Parliament 

The original motion is that the Bill be read a second time on the 29th 
April ; the amendment proposes to substitute ' this day six months ' 
for the 29th April. And the question to be put is that the words 

proposed to be left out should stand part of the question 

The House cannot properly negative the proposal to read the Bill 
upon that day of the month, and permit the original words, the 29th 
April, to stand as part of the question. I therefore propose that the 
House get over the difficulty by negativing the motion that the words 
propo^ to be left out, namely, * the 29th of April,* stand part of 
the question. The amendment, ' this day six months,' then becomes 
the original motion. If the House negative that also the motion, 
which has not been put, that the Bill be now read the second time, 
can with propriety be put." 

Vol. 186, pp. 1921-2.— Thursday, May 2, 1867. 



Bill : Second reading of. Motion for discharging the 

Order, 

It is not usual to move the discharge of an Order in 
the absence of the member in charge of the Bill. 

Municipal Corporations Charities Bill. Second reading. Older 
for second reading read. 

Viscount Galway moved that the Order be discharged. 

Mr. Speaker said it was an unusual course to move the discharge 
of an Order in the absence of the member in charge of a Bill, and in 
this case the hon. member had arranged for the postponement of the 
second reading. 

Tol. 187, p. 208.— Wednesday, May 8, 1867. 



31 



Bill : Opposed Public Bill^^Moving of. 

It is not necessary that a Bill should be moved by the 
hon. member in charge of it. 

Indian Medical Service Bill. Third reading. Moved by Viscount 
Pahnerston. 

Objection taken by Mr. Hennessy — That it was irregular that an 
opposed Bill should be moved by anyone except the Minister in 
charge of it. 

Mr. Speaker said the rigbt hon. gentlemen on the Treasury Bench 
were re8iK)n8ible for such Bills. 

Vol. 176, p. 2034.— Monday, July 26, 1864. 

Bills : Second reading of: Amendment to order for : 

Resolution, 

On the order for the second reading of a Bill, it is 
competent, on the motion " That the BiU be now read a 
second time," to move to strike out all the words after 
" That," with a view to insert the words of a resolution. 

Of. KesolutioDs by way of amendment. 

Appeal to Mr. Speaker on the rule of procedure. 

Mr. Speaker — "The power of moving resolutions by way of 
amendments, instead of being expanded by modem practice, has, in 
truth, been greatly limited and restricted. "It was correctly said by 
the right hon. gentleman, the member for Carlisle, in the course of 
his speech this evening that in the early days of hia Parliamentary 
career it was competent to any hon. member, on the motion that the 
Orders of the Day be proceeded with, to move an amendment on 
any subject not relevant even to the subject of any one of the 
Orders of the Day set down for consideration. That power was 
most properly restricted in order to promote the conduct of business ; 
but if any hon. gentleman wiU consult the journals of the House, 
he will find that during the time of my immediate predecessor in 
tUfl chair— and he was very careful to Leep the proceedings of this 
House within correct bounds— it happened that not less than 
between forty and fifty resolutions, by way of amendments, were 
put by him fi-om the chair. It certainly would have been my duty, 
it ^ta» resolution had been iiregular, before putting it from tne 
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chair to have called the attention of the House to it. As the 
question has now been asked of me, I can have no hesitation in 
declaiing that, in point of order and regularity, it is not possible to 
take exception to the form of the resolution which is now pro- 
posed." 

Vol. 163, pp. 1004-6.— Monday, March 28, 1859. 



Bills : Second reading of. Amendments to. 

An adnendment foreign to the subject matter of tlie 
Bill is not in order. 

London Coals Mine Duties Continuance Bill. Second Beading. 
Debate. 

Mr. Ayrton moved as an amendment to the question of the second 
reading — ^* That in the opinion of this House the Coal Tax and the 
London Bridge Approaches Fund should be continued until the 31st 
July, 1862." 

Mr. Speaker said he did not see anything in the Bill about the 
London Bridge Approaches Fund, and therefore the amendment of 
the hon. and learned member for the Tower Hamlets was not in 
order. 

Vol. 162, pp. 310-311.— Monday, April 8, 1861. 



Amendment on motion /or second reading : Time for 

moving. 

If an hon. member has a motion that a Bill be read a 
second time this day six months, as an amendment to the 
motion that the Bill be read a second time, and after 
speaking sits down without making the motion, he cannot 
at a later period move his motion; but another hon. 
member can move the motion. 

Cf. Burials (Ireland) Bill. 

Mr. Hubbard haying spoken against the second reading, sat down 
without moving fut supra). 

Several hon. members haviag spoken, Mr. Hubbard rose to make 
his motion. 
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Mr. Speaker said the hon. member could not now make his motion. 
Colonel W. Stuart moved. 

Vol. 191, p. 1083.— "Wednesday, April 22, 1868. 

The question of referring a Bill to a Select Committee 
can only be discussed after the Bill has been read a 
second time. 

County Financial Board (No. 2) Bill. Second reading. 

Sir William Gallwey was discussing the referring tiie Bill to a 
Select Committee. 

Mr. Speaker interposed, and remarked that this was not the time 
for the hon. member to discuss the question of the Bill going to a 
Select Committee. That could only be considered when the BiU had 
been read a second time. 

Vol. 191, p. 1656.— Wednesday, April 29, 1868. 

JBill : Referred to a Select Committee. Power of 

Committee, 

When a BiU is referred to a Select Committee, the 
power of the Committee is confined to the subject matter 

of the Bill. 

Sale of Liquors on Sunday Bill. 

Proposed to refer the Bill to a Select Committee. 

A question put to Mr. Speaker as to the powers of such Com- 
mittee. 

Mr. Speaker — The Bill being referred, the power of the Select 
Committee would be confined to the subject matter of the Bill, and 
if it was desired to proceed further, and take in the subject of the 
general licensing system, that could not be done without a special 
instruction to the Committee. 

Vol. 190, p. 1869.— Wednesday, March 18, 1868. 

Bills: Proceedings on stages. Amendments to Speaker 

leaving the chair. 

When the order for Committee has been read, the question is that 
the Speaker do now leave the chair, and the postponement of the 

c 
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Committee cannot be moved, but when in Committee progress may 
be reported. 

Vol. 146, p. 626.— Wednesday, March 20, 1857. 

Bills : Amendment to Question that the Speaker leave the 

Chair. 
On the motion " that Mr. Speaker do now leave the 
Ohair " an amendment would if agreed to negative the 
motion to go into Committee. 

Poor Law Board ContinuaDce Bill. Order for Committee read. 

Motion made and question proposed — " That Mr. Speaker do now 
leave the chair." 

Amendment proposed — To leave out from the word " That" with a 
view to insert other words. 

Question -" That the words proposed to be left out stand part of 
the question." 

Mr. Speaker said, that if the amendment were carried it would 
negative the motion to go into Committee, and that therefore it 
would be impossible to pass even that part of the Bill which would 
continue the Poor Law Board. 

Vol. 180, pp. 719-20.— Friday, June 23, 1865. 

Bills : Amendments to — Exceeding limits. 
An amendment of such a nature as to anticipate dis- 
cussion on every clause of a Bill is not permissible. 

Parliamentary Reform — Representation of the People (Ireland) 
Bill. Committee. Order for Committee read. 

Mr. Reardon rose, pursuant to notice, to move following amend- 
ment — That no Bill can be satisfactory to the people of Ireland 
which does not provide for a rental franchise of £6 or upwards in 
the counties, instead of a rating franchise of £12 or upwards and a 
rental franchise of £3 or upwards ; and a larger franchise of £3 or 
upwards, in boroughs, instead of a rating franchise of £4 or upwards ; 
that votes at elections be taken by ballot ; and that no borough be 
disfranchised ; but that the boundaries of boroughs having less than 
6,000 inhabitants be extended, so as to include within the limits of 
such boroughs all premises, for the purpose of conferring the fran- 
chise on the inhabitants thereof. 
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Mr. Speaker — " Before the hon. member moyes his resolution I 
wish to point out to him that it exceeds the limits prescribed for such 
motions by the rules of the House. It is a resolution which, in 
reality, anticipates discussion on every clause of the Bill, and on some 
points with respect of which notice of amendment has been already 
^yen. It seems to me to go beyond the rules laid down by the 
practice of this Honse. It would, I think, be more regular to move 
that the Committee on the Bill be postponed than to propose a reso- 
lution couched in such terms." 

Vol. 192, pp. 1871-2.— Monday, June 16, 1868. 



Bills : AmendmenU to. 

An amendment may be moved in Committee even if 
beyond the present title of a Bill, which can be amended 
to conform to the alteration, and a previous instruction to 
the Committee is not necessary. 

Savings Banks and Friendly Societies Investments Bill. 

Order for Committee read. Motion made. Question proposed — 
**^That Mr. Speaker do now leave the chair.** 

Sir Henry Willoughby asked if he could move, as an amendment 
in Committee, that l£e Savings Banks' Fund should be entrusted to 
five persons, without first moving it as an *' instruction" to the 
Committee. 

Mr. Speaker said it was no doubt competent for the hon. member 
to move the amendment of which he had given notice in Committee ; 
if it should appear that it went beyond the present title of the Bill, 
it was possible to amend the title in conformity with the alteration. 

Vol. 159, p. 880.— Friday, June 22, 1860. 



Bills : Amendments : Relevancy of. 

An amend^jient must be relevant to the subject matter 
of the BiU. 

Representation of the People (Scotland) Bill. Motion for 
Committee. 

Mr. Reardon proposed a resolution for dividing the United. 
Kingdom into equal electoral districts. 
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Mr. Speaker thought the hon. member on looking at his resolution 
would see a portion of it relating to Ireland, which was not in order. 
And again, in reply to the hon. member — " We are on the Scotch 
Reform Bill, and we have instructed the ('ommittee to take members 
from certain boroughs of England ; but I do not think the matter 
of Ireland in order." 

Vol. 192, p. 472.— Monday, May 18, 1868. 



Bills : Amindments : Effect upon title. 

The subject matter of a Bill may be raised on the 
report, and an amendment may then be made, which if 
adopted, would necessitate an alteration of title. 

University Tests Bill. 

Consideration. Order for consideration received. 

Amendment proposed. 

Sir Roundell Palmer asked Mr. Speaker whether the amendment 
proposed would come within the title of the Bill ? 

Mr. Speaker — "The whole question introduced in the subject 
matter of the Bill may be raised on the report. Under these 
circumstances the hon. member would have power to move such 
words, although if adopted they would necessitate an alteration in 
the titie of the Bill." 

Vol. 202, p. 1386.— Monday, July 4, 1870. 



Bills : Proceedings on Stages of: Amendments involving 

money charge. 

An amendment in the nature of a tax or burden on the 
people can only be made in Committee. 

Corrupt Practices Prevention Bill. Consideration. 

Mr. Cox, in supporting a new clause proposed to be added, said he 
should move that the expense of providing polling-places should be 
paid by the county or borough. 

Mr. Speaker said that the hon. member could not move the 
amendment at that stage; the Bill must be recommitted for the 
purpose. 

Vol. 151, p. 2028.— Friday, July 23, 1858. 
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Bills : Amendments in Committee : Money Clauses, 

In Committee on a Bill a motion may be made for the 
disposal of money voted by the House. 

Sale and Transfer of Land (Ireland) Bill. Committee. 

Motion made, and question proposed — ** That Mr. Speaker do now 
leave the chair.*' 

Mr. Deasy wished to make provision, to be fixed upon the Estimates, 
for an officer whose office was abolished by the Bill. 

Mr. Speaker said that, inasmuch as the hon. gentleman proposed a 
motion, not for the purpose of voting money out of the Consolidated 
Fund, but for the disposal of money voted by the Housp, it was 
competent for him to make it in Committee, when the matter could 
be discussed. 

Vol. 160, pp. 2004-6.— Tuesday, June 15, 1858. 

Bills : Amendments : Alteration of. 

An amendment having been proposed, cannot be altered 

without the consent of the House ; but the amendment 

having been withdrawn, and the original question again 

proposed, the amendment in an altered form can then be 

put 

Cf. London Coal, Wine Duties Continuance Fund. 

Vol. 162, p. 312.— -Monday, April 8, 1861. 

Bills : Amendments to clauses, 

A clause may be amended without notice having been 
given. 

Bankruptcy and Insolvency Bill. Clause 263. 

Sir Hugh Cairns proposed an amendment, viz., to insert words. 

Mr. Crawford asked Mr. Speaker if this was competent, no notice 
of intention having been given. 

Mr. Speaker ruled that the hon. and learned member was in order, 
as it was an amendment and not a new clause. 

Vol. 162, p. 191.— Thursday, March 21, 1861. 
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Bills : Amendment to motion that clause stand : Amend- 
ment on. 
If a motion is before the House that a whole clause 
stand part of a Bill, to which an amendment has been 
moved, that the clause be rejected, no other amendment 
or clause can be proposed imless the first amendment be 
withdrawn. 

Bankruptcy Insolvency Bill. 

Clause 207 — Amendment proposed to leave out clause. 

Mr. Jackson moved formally a clause carrying out a suggestion of 
the Attorney- General. 

Sir Hugh Cairns asked the Speaker if this were competent. 

Mr. Speaker said the question then before the House was, whether 
the clause should stand part of the Bill, and unless the hon. member 
who had proposed that the whole clause should be rejected, shoiald 
consent to withdraw that amendment, no other amendment on the 
clause could be proposed. 

Vol. 162, pp. 184-190. -Thursday, March 21, 1860. 

Bills : Amendments : Conditional Taxation, 
When the resolution in Committee authorises a tax, 
conditional on a certain contingent, failing that con- 
tingent the Bill cannot impose the particular tax. 

Stamp Duties BiU. Third reading. 

Order for third reading read. Motion made, and question pro- 
posed — ** That the Bill be now read the third time." 

Sir Hugh Cairns pointed out — One tax proposed by this Bill is on 
contracts for the sale of stock. The resolution of the House in Com- 
mittee made this tax conditional on the repeal of Sir John. Barnard's 
Act. That Act has not been repealed. Therefore, the tax is not 
warranted by the resolution, and cannot be continued in the Bill. 

Mr. Speaker — " On referring to the resolution, I "find that it was a 
provisional and conditional one. The terms are, * Provided that the 
Act passed in the seventh year of the reign of King George II. shall 
be repealed,* &c." 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer thereupon acknowledged the 
correctness of Sir Hugh Caim*s views, and proposed to recommit the 
Bill, to bring the schedule to conform exactly to the resolution. 
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Mr. Speaker — '^ As to the matter of form, there have been many 
occasions upon which a similar course has been pursued. The Order 
must be discharged and the Bill be recommitted. As to the mattw 
of substance, it does not come within my province to give any 
decision." 

Order for third reading discharged, and Bill recommitted and 
passed through all stages. 

Vol. 167, pp. 1701, 1708.~Saturday, March 31, 1860. 



Bills : Proceedings on Stages of: Consideration : New 

Clauses proposed, 

A clause foreign to the scope of a Bill, in the nature of 
an opinion, and giving no enacting powers cannot be 
moved. 

Government of India Bill. Consideration. 

Mr. Gregson moved the following clauses : — That the settlements 
of Penang, {Singapore, Malacca, Labuan. and Sarawak, be placed 
under the President and Council of India.*' 

Objection taken that it could not be considered in the nature of a 
clause in connection with the India Bill. 

Mr. Speaker conceived that it was merely an expression of opinion 
giving no enacting powers, and therefore that it could not stand as a 
clause in the Bill. 

Clause, by leave, withdrawn. 

Vol. 151, p. 1039.— Tuesday, July 6, 1853. 

Bills : Proceedings on : Consideration : New clauses : 

Alterations in, as proposed, 

A member having given notice of a clause to be added 
to a Bill on the report cannot move it in an altered form. 

Govprmnent of India Bill. Consideration. 

Mr. Danby Seymour moved the addition of a clause. 

Clause brought up, and rea 1 the first time. 

Mr. Speaker said, that by the Orders of the House, notice must be 
given of clausea. moved on consideration of the report. Any material 
alteration in the form of the notice of course destroyed its value, and 
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it appeared to him that the alterations introduced by the hon. 
member were of such a nature as to bring them under the rule of the 
Standing Orders 
Clause withdrawn. 

Vol. 151, pp. 1035-6.— Tuesday, July 6, 1858. 

At the consideration of a BiU, as amended, by the 
House, it is not competent to propose a new clause. 

Ecclesiastical Commission Bill. Order for the consideration of the 
Bill as amended read. 

In the course of debate, Mr. Hodgson moved the adjournment of 
the debate, to enable a member, then absent, to propose a new clause. 

Mr. Speaker reminded the hon. member that by moving the ad- 
journment of the debate he would not improve his position, because 
the clause could not be proposed when the debate was resumed. 

Vol. 147, p. 1283.— Friday, August 7, 1857. 

Bills : New clauses : Postponement and re-introduction, 

A new clause may be postponed and brought up again 
£ts an amendment to a clause to be proposed. 

Election Petitions and Corrupt Practices at Elections BiU. 

New clause proposed by Viscount Milton. 

Proposed that the clause be postponed until another new clause 
had been proposed. 

Mr. Speaker said — " If the House desired to do so they could 
permit the present clause to be postponed and brought up again as 
an amendment upon the clause to be proposed by tibie hon. member 
for Brighton." 

Vol. 193, p. 16-29.— Wednesday, July 22, 1868. 

Bills : Lords^ Amendments : time for considering. 

The House can order the Lords' amendments on 

Public Bills to be considered forthwith. 

Bank Holidays Bill. Question. 

Mr. McLaren asked whether it was in order that the Lords' 
amendments in the Bill had been considered forthwith. 
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Mr. Speaker declared the rule that the Lords* amendments on 
Pablic Bills were considered on a future day, unless the House 
shoidd order them to he considered forthwith. 

Vol. 206, p. 1118.— Monday, May 22, 1871. 

■• 

Bills : Lords* Amendments : Amendments to. 

An amendment to a proposed amendment must be 
relevant to the words which are amended. 

Ecclesiastical Commission, &c., Bill. Lords' amendments. 

Mr. Bemal Osborne proposed an amendment referring to the 
stipends of the deaneries to he added to a Lords* amendment 
relating only to the estates of the bishops. 

Sir George Lewis objected as irrelevant. 

Mr. Speaker expressed his opinion that the objection of the right 
hon. gentleman with respect to the irrelevancy of the amendment 
was well founded. 

Vol. 160, p. 1690.— Tuesday, August 21, 1860. 

Bills : Privilege : Lords* Amendments. 

An amendment by the Lords if with a view to carry 
out the intentions of the House of Commons although 
imposing a duty is not to be objected to. 

Fisheries (Ireland) Bill. 

Mr. Hennessy appealed to Mr. Speaker whether the House of 
Lords were entitled to insert a provision imposing a duty on cod 
fishing. 

Mr. Speaker said, that as the Lords' amendment was intended to 
carry otit the intentions of the House of Commons he thought that 
no objection could be taken to it on the point of order. 

Vol. 172, p. 1438.— Saturday, July 26, 1863. 

Bills : Lords* Amendments : Objected to : Privilege, 

An amendment interfering with the money clauses of 
a Bill must be struck out. 
Litozicating Liquor Licences Suspension Bill. Lords' amendment. 
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The Lords had inserted an amendment for suspending grocers* 
licences. 

Question — Whether this was not a violation of the privileges of 
the House ? 

Mr. Speaker ruled that the amendment inserted by the Lords 
interfered with the money clauses of the Bill, and must be struck out. 
Vol. 208, p. 1736.— Wednesday, August 16, 1871. 

Bill: Passing through more stages than one : Same day. 

It is not irregular to pass a Bill through more stages 

than one in the same day. 

Exhibition Medals Bill, third reading. Exception taken that the 
Bill was being unduly hurried through the House. 

Mr. Speaker eaid that the Bill had passed through the second 
reading without any opposition. There was no opposition to the Bill 
at all. It was then put to the House whether or not, under these 
circumstances there* was any objection to its passing through the next 
stage. The course pursued he must say was by no means unusual, 
and therefore it could not properly be called irregular. 

Vol. 172, pp. 1477-1487.— Monday, July 27, 1863. 

Bills: In Committee: Effect of Motion that the Chairman 

leave the Chair. 
The decision of the Committee to which the House has 
referred a Bill is not decisive against the further progress 
of the Bill, that power the House reserves to itself. 

Court of Chancery (Ireland) Bill. 

Motion made — " That this House will, on Thursday next, resolve 
itself into a Committee of the whole House to consider further of the 
progress of the Court of Chancery (Ireland) BiQ. 

Objection taken that there was no precedent where the Chairman 
had been voted out of the Cbair of the House reviving the Bill in 
the same Session. 

Mr. Speaker — *' The House will be aware that the Committee have 
no power to extiuguish a Bill. A Bill is referred to a Committee 
that it may be considered and amended; but the Committee have no 
power to put an end to a Bill. That power the house retains to 
itself. On many occasions the Committee has ordered the Chairman 
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to leave the chair, and this having heen taken as an indication that 
the Bill is not favorahly regarded by the Committee, it has not been 
revived by its author in the House. But it is beyond the province 
of the Committee arbitrarily to take a Bill out of the powers of the 
House and to put an end to it The right lion, gentleman, the 
member for the University (Mr. Whiteside), has said that when a 
vote has been taken on a measure that vote must be regarded as 
decisive, but such a rule must not be taken without qualification. I 
would recall to his recollection that within the last few years the 
question has been put to the House in regard to the second reading of 
a Bin — 'that this Bill be now read a second time.' The House 
decided in the negative, namely, that the Bill be not read a second 
time " now.' The motion had not been put in the usual form that 
the Bill be read a second tiire ' ^h&t day six months,' and it was in 
the power of the House having refused to read the Bill a second 
time ' now ' to read it a second time on another day. I remember a 
few years ago that a Bill was brought in by the late member for 
Surrey (Mr. Drummond), who not being satisfied with the decision 
of the House that the Bill be not read a second time 'now' on a 
subsequent occasion moved — *' That the Bill be read a second time," 
and it was ultimately passed. Now in this particular case the Bill 
is not extinguished and put an end to by the Chairman being moved 
out of the chair. If the hon. member for Mallow had examined 
the precedents with more care I think he would have found that they 
do not correspond with the view he has taken of them. There is no 
report from the Committee in this case. There was no report also 
in the case of the General Turnpike Bill, and in that case the BiU 
was revived. I have not the smallest doubt that in conformity with 
the distinct precedents that have been cited it is entirely in the 
power of the House to order the Committee to meet again and 
consider the Bill further. It will not be a case of "Progress" 
because when the Chairman reports progress by a decision of the 
HouFe which was come to fifteen years ago, the Speaker leaves the 
chair without question. Inasmuch, however, as there is no report 
^m the Chainnan when the House is moved to go into Committee 
on this measure it will be competent for any member to raise the 
question on going into Committee, precisely as was done in all Bills 
and at all times before the rule of progress was established. I 
believe that what I have now stated is without question in 
conformity with the established practice of the Ht»use. (Mr. 
Whiteside — * As to notice ?'') With regard to the question of notice 
in the case of the General Turnpike Bill, 1827, the order for the 
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committal of the Bill was made early in the evening and before the 
commencement of public business, and therefore I have no doubt it 
was done at that time without notice. Practically the Chairman 
being voted out of the chair has the same effect as the House being 
counted out. "We have a measure on whit h the House has been 
twice counted out lately, and which has been much opposed — the 
Weighing of Grain Bill. But although in those cases the debate 
came to an abrupt conclusion, there has been no question raised that 
the member in charge of the Bill had not the power of putting it. 
down for another day." 

And after some remarks by hon. members, 

lnjr. Speaker—" No doubt it will be quite competent to any 
member to move that the House resolve itself into Committee on the 
Bill on that day three months." 

Vol. 176, pp. 95-101.— Wednesday, June 22, 1864. 



Public and Private Bills. 

Whether the subject matter of a Bill is properly a 
private or public Bill is for the House to decide. 

Liverpool Licensing Bill. 

Motion made, and question proposed — " That the Bill be now read 
a second time." 

Objection taken that this was really a public Bill, not a piiyate 
Bill. 

Mr. Speaker — " In answer to an appeal made to me on a point of 
form, I have to say that this Bill was brought in in the ordinary 
manner upon petition — whether for the benefit of a community or erf 
an individual is the same in principle. I must of course draw a 
distinction between the form of the Bill and the subject-matter of 
the Bill before the House. It does not appear to me that there is 
anything contrary to form in the manner in which this Bill has been 
introduced. But the question whether ihe subject-matter of the Bill 
is proper for a private Bill is the point now under the consideration 
of the House; and it is for the House, and not for myself, to give an 
answer on that point." 

Vol. 177, pp. 642-663.— Friday, February 24, 1865. 
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Bills : Private. 

A Bill, though it largely involves public interests, may 
still be properly brought in as a private Bill. 

Thames Conservancy Bill. Third reading. 

Mr. A3rrton could not understand on what principle a measure which 
would deal with the whole of the commerce of the Port of London 
had been introduced as a Private Bill, and, therefore, hoped that before 
the discussion proceeded further the right hon. gentleman in the Chair 
would say whether it had properly been introduced as a Private Bill. 

Mr. Speaker — " The Conservators of the river are the promoters 
of the Bill; and, although it is perfectly true that great public 
interests are involved in it, there have been many other cases in which 
Bills dealing in a similar manner with public interests have been 
allowed to be introduced as private Bills. I believe that according to 
parlimentary practice this Bill, however largely it iavolves the public 
mterests, has been properly brought into the House as a private Bill.*' 
Vol. 146, pp. 1120-21.— Wednesday, July 8, 1867. 



A Private Bill, repealing certain provisions of a Public 
Act will not be stopped on a point of order. 

Metropolitan District Railways Bill. Queen's consent signified. 
Third reading. 

Objection taken by Mr. Crawford — That the Bill deprived the City 
Gas Company of ceitain rights which had been reserved to it by the 
Thames Embankment Act, which was a Public Act. 

Mr. Speaker, having recited the provisions of the Bill, said that 
as there was an exact case in point, where the City of Bristol, by a 
Private Act, repealed certain provisions in a Public Act, this Bill 
could not be stopped on a point of order. 

Vol. 176, pp. 16-17-19.— Monday, July 18, 1864. 



Privcrie Bills : Non-ftdfilment of conditions of Standing 

Orders in respect of. 

Where a Standing Order prescribing a certain course 
has not been complied with by the committee on the Bill, 
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tlie Bill cannot be further proceeded with, but should be 
recommitted to the former Committee with an instruction. 

Great Eastern Railway (steamboats) Bill. 

Objection taken, that the Standing Orders had not been complied 
with. 

Mr. Speaker : — " As a question on a point of order has been put to 
me, I thmk it my duty to reply to it If the House will allow me 
to read the Standing Order which has been referred to, I have a very 
strong belief that when I have done so there will be very little 
difference of opinion in the House with regard to its interpretation. 
The Standing Order is in these terms—* No railway company shall 
be authorised to construct, or enlarge, purchase or take on lease, or 
otherwise appropriate any dock, pier, harbor, or ferry, or to acquire 
and use any steam vessels for the conveyance of goods or passengers, 
or to apply any portion of their capital or revenue to oUier objects 
distinct from the undertaking of a railway company, unless the Com- 
mittee on the Bill report that such a restriction ought not to be 
enforced, with the reasons and facts on which their opinion is 
founded.' The public policy of the House is strongly described by 
the language in the first part of the Standing Order; and it is not to 
be departed from, except on conditions which are also specially 
described. It is impossible for me to say otherwise than that, in my 
opinion, those conditions, in this case, have not been fulfilled. 
Therefore, thitf Standing Order has not been complied with. It is 
now for the House to consider in what way substantial justice, in 
their own view, can best be accomplished, and in what manner they 
should deal with these Bills. It is in the power of this House, & 
they think right, to reject these Bills, or refer them bank to the 
Committee, with an instruction that they should report the special 
facts and evidence on which their recommendation rests.** 

The motion for the third reading of the Bill, and the amendment 
that the Bill be taken into consideration this day two months, with- 
drawn, and the Bill recommitted to the former Committee, with an 
instruction to thf Committee — " That they do report, in compliance 
with Standing Order No. 140, the reasons and facts upon which their 
opinion that the restriction as to the acquisition and use of steam 
vessels ought not to be enforced was founded." 

Vol. 172, pp. 858-65.— Thursday. July 16, 1863. 

And precisely similar procedm-e adopted with regard to North 
British Kailway (steamboats) Bill. 

Same day. Cf . ibid. 



47 



Hybrid Bills, 

Bills relating to the metropolis are introduced as Public 
Bills, on account of the general interests involyed, although 
possessing features characteristic of Private Bills. 

Weighing of Com (Port of London) Bill. 

Order for second reading read. 

Objection taken by Mr. Ayrton that the Bill ought to be treated as 
a Private Bill. 

Mr. Speaker—" This Bill has certainly many features which are 
characteristic of a Private Bill. But it has been the policy of late 
years to introduce Bilk relating to the metropolis as Public 
Bills on account of the great extent and the general interests in- 
Yolved. In 1843, and again in 1846 and in 1851 Bills for 
the regulation of coal whippers were treated as Public Bills. 
In 1845 the vend and delivery of coals in London and West- 
minster BUI was introduced as a Public Bill. In 1852 the Ballast 
Heavers (Port of London) Bill, and 1861 the Annoyance Jurors 
(Westminster) Bill were brought in as Public Bills ; though if they 
had related to other towns, th ey would certainly have been regarded 
as Private Bills. The Coal and Wine Duties Continuance Bills of 186 1 
and 1863 which affected the rights of the City to its local dues and 
taxes, were brought in as Public Bills. The Bill now before the House, 
relates to the Port of London, which covers an extensive area, ranging, 
I beheve, over a considerable part of four counties, and containing a 
population of nearly 3,000,000. It is introduced not from any desire 
of the corporation to disturb the existing state of things, but in con- 
sequence of an Act of the present session, which enacts that the duty 
on foreign grain shall be levied by weight instead of by measure. 
The coi-poration propose to accommodate their system to the new law, 
and to change the system of measuring com for that of weighing, 
which has now for the first time been adopted for the purposes of 
revenue. It appears that under the existing law the measurement of 
:fi)reign grain by officers of the city is accepted at the Custom House 
for charging the import duties ; and by this Bill it is proposed that 
certificates of weight instead of measure, shall be furnished to the 
Custom House for the collection of the public revenue. The Bill 
concerns the home and foreign trade of the Port of London, and also 
the public revenue, and on &ese grounds it seems to me that it has 
been introduced not improperly as a public Bill. At the same time, 
as there are allegations of fact in the preamble which are opeo to 
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dispute, and which require to be established by evidence, I appre- 
hend it will be the pleasure of the House to commit the Bill to a 
Select Committee, by whom these facts will be inquired into, and 
any local or private rights may be duly protected.*' 

Vol. 176, pp. 163, 171.— Thursday, June 23, 1864. 



Bills : Hybrid : He/erred to a Selezt Committee. 

A Local Goyermnent Bill, against which a petition has 
been presented, should, under the General Local Govern- 
ment Act, be referred to a Select Committee. 

Local Government Supplemental Bill. Committee. 

Order for Committee read. 

Objection taken by Mr. Hadfield, that the Bill having been 
petitioned against should be referred to a Select Committee. 

Mr. Speaker said that according to the Act the proper course was 
to move, that the Bill petitioned against should be refeired to a 
Select Committee. 

Vol. 178, p. 1034.— Tuesday, April 25, 1865. 



Bills : Private and Hybrid, 

Bills introduced as Public Bills, which involve private 
interests, are subject to the same examination as Private 
Bills. 

"Westminster Improvement Bill. 

In the matter of the above Bill, which came from the Lords, and 
was a Private Bill. 

Objection taken that the Bill had not been treated as a Hybrid 
Bill. 

Mr. Speaker said that the hon. member was under a misapprehen- 
sion with regard to Hybrid Bills. When a Bill was introduced into 
that House as a Public Bill which involved private interests* it was 
subjected to the same examination which was provided for Private 
Bills ; but strictly Private Bills were never turned into hybrids. 

Vol. 180, pp. 44-5.— Monday, June 12, 1865. 
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Bills : Debate : On stages of Bills, 

' On motion for leave to bring in a Bill it is out of order 
to allude to a question whicli is the subject of another 
Bill for which leave has not yet been obtained. 

Corrupt PracticeB Preyention Act (1859) Amendment Bill. Leave. 
Fiist reading. Debate. 

Mr. Stewart said the question was one which ought to be treated 
in conjunction with a measure for introducing an improved system 
of tryiiig election petitions. 

Mr. Speaker informed the hon. member that he was out of order in 
alluding to the question of election petitions, leave not as yet having 
been given to brmg in the Bill. 

Vol. 166, p. 362.— Tuesday, January 31, 1860. 

Bills : Debate : Order in : Stages of a Bill, 

On motion that two hon. members do prepare and bring 
in a Bill, a general discussion on the Bill cannot be raised. 

Public Works (Manufacturing Districts). Leave. 

On motion that Mr. C. P. Villiers and Mr. Chancellor of the 
Exchequer do prepare and bring in the Bill. 

Mr. Hennessy rose to address the House, when 

Mr. Speaker — " The hon. and learned gentleman is not in order in 
taising any general discussion on the Bill on the present motion." 

Vol. 171, pp. 477, 478.— Friday, June 5, 1863. 

Bills : Debate on the merits : Proper time for. 

The time for entering upon a discussion of the merits 
of a Bill is on the motion for the second reading. 

Ecclesiastical Titles Act Bepeal Bill. Second reading. Order 
postponed. 

On motion of the hon. member in charge of the Bill, Sir George 
Bowyer rose to address the House, when 

Mr. Speaker said he would take the liberty of reminding the House 
that this was not the proper occasion for discussing the Bill upon its 

D 
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merita. The discussion should more properly take place upon the 
motion — " That the Bill be now read the second time." .... 
The question now was simply the postponement of the motion for the 
second reading ; he therefore took leave to invite the House not to 
enter into the discussion of the measure itself. 

Vol. 187, pp. 571-2.— Tuesday, May 14, 1867. 

Bills : Debate, Limitation of on the names of Members 

who are to bring in a Bill. 

It is not the practice of Parliament to allow a general 

discussion upon the nature of a Bill, on the question of 

the names of the members who are to bring in a Bill ; 

any discussion must be confined to the question who 

those persons should be. 

Cf. Rules of Debate. Public Works (Manufacturing Districts) 
Bill. 

Vol. 171, pp. 520-523.— Monday, June 8, 1863. 

Bills: Order of Debate on stages of. 

On motion for leave to introduce a Bill, an amendment 
that leave be given that day three months is incorrect. 

Cornwall Submarine Mines. Leave. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer moved for leave to bring in a 
Bill. 

Mr. A. Smith opposed the motion, and proposed an amendment, 
that leave should be given that day three months. 

Mr. Speaker stated that the form in which the amendment was 
made was not correct ; the motion must be met by a direct negative. 

Vol. 161, pp. 1242-3.— Friday, July 9, 1858. 

Bills : Debate on : Latitude allowed. 

It is not unusual in discussing the principles of the 
Bill to allow reference to kindred measures. 
Church Bates Abolition Bill, third reading. 
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Mr. Gross referred to a settlement of the question other than that 
proposed by the Bill. 

Mr. P. Buncombe rose to order, on the groimds that no such 
proposition was before the House. 

Mr. Speaker said — " It was perfectly true that in strictness the 
debate ought to be confined to the Bill actually before the House ; 
but on many occasions like the present, when bills on the same 
subject were under consideration, a greater licence was conceded to 
hon. members who addressed the House." 

Vol. 162, p. 1300.— Wednesday, June 19, 1861. 

Bills : Irrelevant matter : Introduction of. 

It is not in order to discuss a subject irrelevant to the 
subject matter of the Bill. 

Union Chargeability Bill. 

Adjourned debate on motion '^ That Mr. Speaker do now leaye the 
chair.'* 

Amendment proposed to refer Bill to Select Committee. 

Mr. Cave had given a notice relative to mines, and had been 
allowed to introduce the question of mines in discussion. 

Mr. Schneider followed on the same topic. 

Mr. Speaker scdd that he did not like to interrupt the hon. gentle- 
man when he was speaking. The hon. member for Shoreham (Mr. 
Cave) had introduced the question of mines because he had given 
notice of a clause to that effect ; but in a conversation he had with 
him he pointed out to him that the clause was not relevant to the 
subject matter of the Bill, and he would respectfully point out to the 
House that to discuss the subject of mines was not relevant to the 
matter before it. 

Vol. 179, pp. 337-42.— Monday, March 15, 1865. 

Bills, Debate : Order in. Relevancy, 

On the motion for the second reading of a Bill dealing 

with a particular object, it is not in order to discuss a 

general issue. 

Game Laws Amendment Bill. Second reading. 
In the course of the debate an hon. member was proceeding to 
discuss the general question of the game laws. 
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Mr. Speaker said the hon. and gallant gentleman was not in order 
in dificussing the general question. The fact that notice had been 
given of the general question of the game laws for a future day- 
would he an additional reason. They had then before them a Bill 
for a particular object, and the discussion must be confined to that 
BiU. 

Vol. 200, p. 7.— -Wednesday, March 16, 1870. 



Bills : Debate: Order in. Fixing date of Postponement of 

The subject of a Bill cannot be discussed on a question 
of its postponement. 

Markets and Fairs (Ireland) Bill. Question. 

Lord Naas inquired if the Government intended to proceed with 
the Bill this session. 

Sir Robert Peel in reply was entering upon the subject of the Bill. 

Mr. Speaker — *' The hon. member cannot enter into the subject of 
the Bill." 

Sir Robert Peel—" Why not, sir ? " 

Mr. Speaker ~^' The time to discuss the Bill is when the question 
is put that the Bill be now read. The question now is to fix the time 
to which it is to be postponed.*' 

Vol. 167, p. 1137.— Friday, June 27, 1862. 



Debate : Adjournment of. 

In moving adjournment of the debate, reasons may be 
shovm for adjourning. 

Salmon Fisheries (Ireland) Bill. 

Mr. Hassard moved the adjournment of the debate, and was 
discussing the Bill. 

Sir George Bowyer rose to order. 

Mr. Speaker ruled that the hon. member was in order, as he might 
ahow some reasons why the debate should be adjourned. 

Vol. 169, p. 1063.— Wednesday, March 4, 1863. 
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Bills : Debate : Adjournment of; Order in. 

On a motion that the debate on a Bill be adjourned, it 
is not irregular to discuss the merits of the Bill. 

Conveyance of Voters Bill. 

Motion made, and question proposed — That the debate be new 
adjourned. 

Mr. Barrow was discussing the merits of the Bill. 

Sir John Shelley rose to order, on the point that the question was 
the adjournment of the debate. 

Mr. Speaker—^' I think the hon. gentleman is not irregular." 
Vol. 162, p. 1160.— Wednesday, March 2, 1869. 

Bills : Debate : Order in. Adjournment ; Motion for. 

On the motion for adjournment of the debate on a Bill, 
it is not out of order to refer to another Bill. 

Sir John Barnard's Act, &c. Bepeal Bill. Second reading 

Motion made, and question proposed — That the Bill be '*no'W 
read a second time." 

Adjournment moved. 

Sir John Tjelawny said — '* That the object of these motions for 
adjournment was to get rid of the third reading of the Church Rates 
Bill, which stood lower on the Paper." 

Mr. Adderley rose to order. " The hon. Baronet was not 
entitled, upon the motion for adjournment, to speak upon a Bill 
which was not the subject of the motion." 

Mr. Speaker said the hon. member was not out of order. 

Vol. 167, pp. 2037-9.— Thursday, April 19, 1860. 

Bills : Debate : Latitude in Argument. On going into 

Committee on a Bill. 

Upon the motion for going into Committee on a Bill, 

the whole subject may be discussed. 

Malt for Cattle Bill. Committee. 

Order for Committee read. 

Moved - ** That Mr. Speaker do now leave the chair.'* 
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Mr. Bass observed upon the whole subject, and having referred to 
the malt duty, was proceeding to compare the relative taxation on 
spirits and wines. 

Mr. Packe said he rose to order. He thought that the hon. 
mem'ber for Derbjr was travelling out of the question, which relates 
solely to the makmg of malt for feeding cattle. 

Mr. Speaker said that the hon. jrentleman was quite in order. 
Upon the motion the whole subject might be discussed. 

Vol. 173, pp. 1026-6.— Wednesday, February 24, 1864. 

Bills : Debate : Order in : Discussion of the whole subject. 

On the motion that Mr. Speaker do now leave the 
chair, the whole subject is open for discussion. 

Parliamentary Keform. Bepresentation of the People. BOl. 
Committee. 

Order for Committee read. 

Instructions moved. 

Mr. Speaker — *' If the instruction be accepted or rejected then 
there will remain a motion that I do leave the chair, upon which the 
whole subject will be open for discussion.'* 

Vol. 186, pp. 1272-3.-Monday, April 8, 1867. 

Bills : Order of Debate on Stages of a Bill, 

A motion that a Bill be committed to a CJommittee of 
the whole House, and an intimation being given by the 
member in charge of the Bill that it is his intention to 
adjourn the further stages to a distant date, if an hon. 
member moves a substantive amendment to the question 
proposed he will not, on the resumption of the debate, be 
allowed to speak. 

London Corporation Bill. Bill read second time. Motion read, 
and question proposed — ** That the Bill committed," &o. 

Sir Oeorge Lewis said he proposed to adjourn the further stages 
for a fortnight. 

Mr. Ayrton rose to move his amendment (viz., to refer Bill to a 
Select Committee). 
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Mr. Speaker said, that if the hon. gentleman then moved the 
amendment he would not, on the resumption of the dehate, have an 
opportunity of making a speech. 

Vol. 158, p. 91.— Tuesday, April 24, 1860. 

Bills: Debate: Order in: Order /or Committee negatived : 
Moved on a future day : Right of speaking again. 

Wlien the motion for going into committee on a Bill 
has been negatived and is renewed upon a subsequent 
day, tbe motion is a new motion, and an hon. member can 
again speak thereon. 

Kevenue Officers' Disabilities Removal Bill. Order for committee 
read. 

Mr. Monk moved, '* That the Speaker do now leave the chair," 
and was about to address the House. 

Objection taken that the hon. member had already addressed the 
House. Subsequently, 

Mr Speaker said he had referred to the records of the proceedings 
upon the last occasion this Bill was before the House, and he found 
that the original motion for going into Committee upon the Bill had 
been negatived and required to be renewed, and therefore the hon. 
member (Mr. Monk) was in order in commencing the debate. 

Vol. 193, pp. 389-91.— Tuesday, June 30, 1868. 

Bills : Debate : Order in. Committal of Effect on 
right of Members to speak who had given Notice of 
Amendments, 

■ Wben a Bill is committed, pro formdy and reprinted, 
hon. members who had amendments would have a right 
to speak at the recommencement of the debate. 

Elementary Education Bill. 

It having been proposed that the Bill should be committed, pro 
formd, in order that amendments might be made, 

Mr. Vernon Harcourt asked in what position would hon. members 
be who had amendments on the Paper, in case they assented to the 
committal of the Bill, pro formA, 
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Mr. Speaker — ''U tlie House should go into Committee, proformA, 
and the Bill should be reprinted, then every hon. member who had 
an amendment on the paper would have a right to reply." 

Vol. 202, pp. 298-9.--Thursday, June 16, 1870. 

Bills, - Debate : Order in. 

A general axgument on a Bill cannot be allowed on a 
particular clause. 

Artizans* and Laborers' DwelHngs Bill. New clause. Second 
reading. 

The Attorney-General was arguing upon the Bill generally. 

Mr. Speaker ruled that the question at present b^ng whether thi^ 
particular clause should pass, a general argument could hardly be 
allowed upon that question. 

Vol. 191, p. 1565.— Wednesday, April 29, 1868. 

Bills: Debate on. 

It is not in order to discuss a Bill on consideration as 

amended. 

Religious, &c., Buildings (Sites) Bill. 
Bill as amended considered 
Mr. Newdegate was speaking on the Bill. 
Objection taJcen. 

Mr. Speaker said the hon. member was not strictly in order in 
doing so. 

Vol. 186, p. 798.— Thursday, March 28, 1867. 

Bills : Statement of Intended Action of the Government. 

A statement of the course which the Government pro- 
pose to take upon another matter cannot be made on the 
motion for the third reading of a Bill. 

On the motion that the East India Loan Bill be read a third time, 
the Chancellor of the Exchequer was about to make a statement of 
the course proposed to be taken by the Government in the case of the 
Cagliari. 
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Mr. Speaker — ^* I apprehend that the right hon. ^ntleman cannot 
make a statement respecting the cdse of the Caglian upon the motion 
for the third reading of the East India Loan BUI." 

Vol. 149, p. 176.— Monday, March Ifi, 1868. 

Bills : Appropriation Bill : Debate, 

On the motion for going into Committee on the 
Appropriation Bill, it is competent to bring on any matter 
arising out of the votes appropriated by the Bill. 

Cf. Consolidated Fund (Appropriation) Bill. Committee. 

Mr. Ayrton (who had given notice of his intention to call the 
attention of the House to the balance of power in Europe, and for 
the maintenance of which most of the army supplies were voted) 
asked Mr. Speaker if it was competent for any hon. member to bring 
00 any question under the Appropriation Act arising out of the 
votes appropriated by the Bill, or whether it was necessary to wait 
for the particular section of the Act to which the question referred. 

Mr. Speaker — "I think the hon. and learned member will be 
perfectly in order in proceeding with the notice which stands in his 



name." 



Vol. 176, p. 1859.— Thursday, July 21, 1864. 



Bills : Lords^ Amendments : Debate on. 

It is irregular to discuss the principles of a Bill when 
considering the Lords' Amendments. 

Thames Conservancy Bill. Order for the consideration of the 
Lords' amendments read, and some hon. members debating the BilL 

Mr. Speaker said he begged to remind the hon. member that they 
were not then discussing the principles of the Bill, but simply 
considering the Lords' amendments. 

Vol. 147, pp. 1286-7. -Monday, August 10, 1857. 
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COMMITTEES. 



Powers of Committee : Limitation of, 

A Committee can only deal with what is referred to it, 
and a member cannot move a resolution which the Com- 
mittee could not report to the House. 

The Commercial Treaty with France. Question. 

Mr. Ayrton asked the Speaker, whether, in Committee on the 
Customs Act, it was competent for an hon. member to submit such a 
resolution as that of the right hon. member for Coventry (viz., "That it 
is inexpedient to reduce the duty on silk manufactures without 
making provision for the simultaneous admission of silks and ribands 
into France upon equal terms.") 

Mr. Speaker — " A Committee can only deal with the matter that is 
specially referred to it. In a Committee of Customs Duties, any 
resolution moved must refer to customs duties. If there were any 
treaty existing which related to such matters, it would, in my opinion, 
be competent to a member to argue upon the subject of that treaty. 
But it would not be competent to the Committee to report to the 
House upon any provisions relating to the treaty unless that treaty 
had been referred to the Committee. Consequently it would not be 
competent for any member to move a resolution which could not 
with propriety be reported to the House. The treaty may be dis- 
cussed, but a resolution on the subject would be out of place.'* 

Vol. 166, pp. 1720-21.— Friday, February 24, 1860. 

See also — Committee ; Order in Committee ; Reference to the 
Speaker. 

Order in Committee. Reference to the Speaker, 

It is not strictly in order for a member of the House 

to put a question to Mr. Speaker on a question of order 

arising in Committee. 

The Commercial Treaty with France. Question. 
An hon. member having asked Mr. Speaker a question on a point 
of order arising in Committee, 
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Mr. Speaker — " I reminded the House the other evemng that the 
Chairman of the Committee of Ways and Means is the judare of 
questions of order which may arise in Committee. I cannot »ay that 
a reference to myself of this kind is strictly in order. I could hardly 
perhaps with propriety answer the question, unless it was the wish 
of the House that I should do so, and then only in general terms." 
Vol. 166, pp. 1720-21.— Friday, February 24, 1860. 
Question proper to be put to, not to Mr. Spider. 

Vol. 181, p. 1320.— Thursday, March 1, 1866. 

Committees : Order in : Chairman of and Speaker, 

Order in Committee is settled by the Chairman at once, 

and cannot be raised subsequently. 
Abyssinian Expedition. 

An hon. member put a question to Mr. Speaker with 

reference to what had transpired in Committee. 

Mr. Speaker — " The matter in question occurred in Committee. A 
paint of order such as that to wluch the hon. member refers should 
be addressed at once to the Chairman, and cannot be questioned on a 
subsequent occasion.'' 

Vol. 190, p. 426.— Friday, November 29, 1867. 
Established Church (Ireland) Bill. 

Vol. 191, p. 1948.— Thursday, May 7, 1868. 

The Chairman of Committees : Substitution of another 

member for. 
A motion that some other member than the regular 
Chairman should take the chair in Committee is a 
question which should arise in Committee and then be 

referred to the House. 

The Reform Bill. Question. 

Mr. Stewart asked Mr. Speaker when would be the proper time to 
submit a motion for some other member to take the chair in Com- 
mittee, it being desirable to have the benefit of the Chairman's 
deliberations in Committee on the Bill. 
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Mr. Speaker — ** My impression is that if any such question arises 
in Committee, that will be the proper time to call for the assistance 
of the House to decide it." 

Vol. 158, p. 1949.— Monday, June 4, 1860. 



COUNT OUT MOTION. 



A Motion that the House be counted must be at once 
put. 

Channel Islands. Commission moved for. 

An hon. member here moved that the House be counted. 

Mr. Augustus Smith moved that the name of the hon. member 
making the motion be taken down. 

Mr. Digby Seymour seconded the motion. 

Mr. Speaker said it having been stated that there were not forty 
hon. members present, he must first ascertain whether there was a 
House, before he could entertain any motion. 

Vol. 167, p. 696.— Tuesday, June 17, 1862. 

An hon. member need not remain in the House after 
taking notice that there are not forty present. 

Ireland. Trinity College, Dublin. Resolution. 

Notice taken that forty members are not present. House counted, 
and forty members being foimd present. 

Mr. Samuelson rose to a point of order. He desired to know 
whether it was competent for an hon. member who had moved that 
the House be counted, to immediately leave the House. 

Mr. Speaker — " It is competent for any hon. member to take 
notice that there are not forty members present, and he need not 
himself remain in the House afterwards, if he does not think fit to 
do so." 

Vol. 188, p. 56.— Tuesday, June 18, 1867. 
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Count Out : Effect of on Debate. 

If the House is counted out during a debate, that 
debate does not become an adjourned debate. 

MetTOx>oIis Local Management Acts Amendment Bill. Second 
leading. 

Mr. Tite rose to move the second reading. 

Mr. Locke rose to order. When the BiU was last before the 
House he was counted out while speaking on the motion for the 
second reading. He submitted, therefore, that the debate was an 
adjourned debate, and that he was in possession of the House. 

Mr. Speaker — ^* If, as the hon. and learned gentleman states, the 
House was counted out, that does not make the debate an adjourned 
debate/' 

Vol. 164, p. 682.— Wednesday, July 10, 1861. 



DEBATE. 



Adjournment. 

Where a member has moved the adjournment of the 
debate, and another member has seconded it, it is not 
competent for either the mover or seconder of such a 
motion immediately to rise and move the adjournment of 
the House, or to speak on the main question. 

Cf. Parliament. Bules of Debate. Question. 

Mr. Speaker, in setting out the rules of debate, said — ** When 
there have been contests for the adjournment of the debate, if one 
member has moved the adjournment of the debate and another 
member has seconded it, it is not competent for either the mover or 
seconder of 6uch a iiiotion immediately to rise and move the adjourn- 
ment of the House, or to speak on the main question." . 

Vol. 194, p. 1469.— Tuesday, March 16, 1869. 
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Cf. Fnivereity Tests Bill. 

Mr. Bentinck, liaving seconded the motion for adjournment, roee 
to speak. 

Mr. Speaker — *'Tlie hon. member haying seconded a motion 
cannot speak again." 
Although the hon. memher had only seconded by a gesture. 

Vol. 194, p. 1461.— Monday, March 16, 1869. 
Vol. 194, pp. 1467-70. -Tuesday, March 16, 1869. 

Adjournment of Debate : Effect on Memher moving, 

Cf . Metropolitan Poor Act Amendment Bill. 

Vol. 196, pp. 1364-6.— Monday, June 7, 1869. 

Pre-audience, 

The right of pre-audience, when the debate is resumed, 
is conceded to the member who moved the adjournment. 

Parliament rules of debate. Question. 

In reply to a question as to the rules of debate, 

Mr. Speaker said — **I may observe that when the House is 
disposed that the debate should be adjourned it is constantly the 
object and desire of the hon. member who wishes to have pre- 
audience on the next evening to rise and move the adjournment of 
the debate, and such a motion is generally acceded to, even without 
being seconded, by the common acceptation of the House." 

Vol. 194, pp. 1469-70.— Tuesday, March 16, 1869. 

Absence of Member who has moved the Adjournment, 

In the absence of the member who has moved the 
adjournment of the debate, it is competent for any hon. 
member to proceed. 

Kitchen and Refreshment Booms (House of Commons) Committee. 
Adjourned debate. Question again proposed. Debate resumed. 

In reply to Sir DeLacy Evans, 

Mr. Speaker said it was competent for any hon. member to proceed 
with the adjourned debate. 

Vol. 172, p. 823.— Wednesday, July 16, 1863. 
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Jldjournment of Debate negatived: Effect on Member 

who has moved. 

A member having moved the adjournment of the 
debate, and the House having negatived the motion, that 
member cannot address the House on the main question. 

University Tests BiD. 

Parliament. Rules of debate. Question. 

Mr. Beresford Hope moved the adjournment of the debate. 

Qooslion negatived on debate. 

Mr. Beresford Hope rose to address the House 

Mr. Speaker —'* The hon. member is out of order in now address- 
ing the House." 

Mr. Beresford Hope — '^The motion for adjournment having been 
defeated, I was rising to speak upon the main question." 

Mr. Speaker — ''The hon. gentleman having made a motion has 
exhausted his powers in this debate." 

Vol 194, pp. 1460-61.— Monday, March 16, 1869. 
pp. 1469-70.— Tuesday, March 16, 1869. 



Debate : Order in. Adjournment of the House. 

The motion for the adjournment of the House is 
reserved by the House for cases of emergency. 

An hon. member asked whether it was in order, on a motion for 
adjournment, to discuss every possible subject. 

Mr. Speaker — '' 1 he House when decidmg that debates should not 
bei permitted to arise when questions were asked, reserved cases of 
emergency when a member might obtain the privilege of speaking 
for moving the adjournment of the House. That point was considered 
in the Committee on the Business of the House, and it was agreed 
not to disturb the existing state of the rule, but to leave it in the 
hope that discretion would be ever used and great forbearance practised 
zegarding the business of the House; under that impression and with 
that understanding the rule was maintained as it now stands. 

Vol. 207, pp. 1636, 1637.— Thursday, July 13, 1871. 
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Reserved for special cases. 

Of. Army. The colors of the 68t]i regiment. Question. 

Vol. 208, p. 773.— Thursday, August 3, 1871. 

Right of Reply, 

When the motion for the adjournment is an original 

motion, no other motion being before the House, an hon. 

member has the right of reply. 

Cf. Parliament. Knights of Shires. 

Vol. 207, p. 1360.— Monday, July 10, 1871. 

Adjournment of the House, 
An hon. member having spoken in a debate cannot move 

the adjournment of the House. 

Cf. Liabilities of Railway Companies. 

VoL 198, p. 1439. -Friday, August 6, 1869. 

It is not in order on the motion for adjournment to 
introduce the subject of a previous motion. 

Education. Boman Catholic Schools. Observations. 

Mr. Whalley rose pursuant to notice to call attention to the report 
of the Committee of Council on Education for 1860, and 1861, &c., 
and moved for the production of certain reports. 

Mr. Speaker said the hon. member was not in order in introducing 
the subject upon the motion for the adjournment of the House, after 
having allowed the motion to which he referred to be passed over 
without expressing an opinion upon it. 

Vol. 164, p. 1833.— Thursday, August 1, 1861. 

Adjournment of the House moved to allow answer to 

question. 

It is imusual to move the adjournment of the House 
to allow of an answer to a question. 
The state of the Serpentine. 
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Mr. Clay having put a question to the hon. member for Whitby, 
and the Speaker having ruled that it was a question which should not 
be put to a private member, Mr. Coningbam moved the adjourn- 
ment of the House to allow of the reply to be made. 

Mr. Roebuck inquiring whether it was competent for the hon. 
member for Whitby to speak upon any other question than the ad- 
journment, 

Mr. Speaker—** The House reserved to itself the power of allowing 
an hon. member to move the adjournment even in the case of asking 
a question ; but he need scarcely inform hon. members that it was 
not usual to do so, and that if the practice were persisted in, it would 
very soon put a stop to the business of the House. He did not mean 
to say that the hon. member had not the power to move the adjourn- 
ment, but he must inform him that it certainly was not a usual course. 
Vol. 156, pp. 1346-6.— Thursday, August 11, 1869. 

Adjourment: Motion for^ interposed to ask a question 
foreign to matter before the House, 

After tlie Clerk has proceeded to read the Order of the 
Day, and an hon. gentleman has risen to address the 
House on the Order, it is not according to the usage of 
ParHament for an hon. member to interpose the motion 
for adjournment to ask a question foreign to the matter 
before the House. 

Order of the Day for resuming the adjourned debate on the European 
Forces (India) Bill (committed), 

Mr. Horsman rose to move the adjournment of the House for the 
purpose of putting a question to the First Minister of the Crown. 

Mr. Speaker called the attention of the House to the irregularity 
which was being practiced thereby, and stated to the House that, the 
First Minister being absent, the question had been put by another 
hon. member, and answered by the Secretary of State for War. The 
First Minister had subsequently entered the House, and was there for 
some time, and some business was transacted before the Order of the 
Day was read, when the hon. member interposed with the motion for 
adjournment, which motions, though permissible, it was for the House 
to consider imder what circumstances they should be made. 

Vol. 160, pp. 348-363.— Monday, July 30, 1860. 
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Debate : Order in. Adjournment : Antidpatiny dis- 

vussion on motion for. 

It is irregular upon the motion that the House at its 
rising adjourn to Monday, to anticipate and raise a 
discussion upon a subject of which notice is on the paper. 
But the discussion has been maintained on the motion 
.that the House do now adjourn. 

Lord John Kussell, availing himself of the question of the adjourn- 
ment of the House to Monday to discuss the question of Jewish 
Disabilities having given notice of a bill to deal with the same, the 
Speaker's attention was called to the irregularity. 

Mr. Speaker. — " 1 desire on the subject of order, in the first place, 
to pause for a moment to remind the House of the extreme incon- 
venience of the course which has been pursued this evening. A 
multiplicity of questions have been discussed upon the one motion, 
that the House at its rising do adjourn to Monday next, and 
confusion in discussion is the result, which is greatiy to be deprecated. 
With respect to the question which has been addressed to me by the 
hon. Member for Evesham, Sir H. Willoughby, I feel that no duty 
is more imperative upon me than that of preserving the order of 
business, as it is laid down by the House for the dav ; and it certainly 
is my opinion that as the noble Lord has given notice of a motion for 
this evening, it is going beyond the irregularity into which we have 
been already led to take advantage of the motion that the House at 
its rising adjourn to Monday, for the purpose of anticipating that 
notice of motion, and raising a discussion upon it.*' 

Lord John Bussell subsequently moved that the House do now 
adjourn, and continued the discussion. 

Vol. 14«, pp. 1699, 1702.— Monday, July 17, 1857. 



It is irregular to discuss on the question of adjourn- 
ment a subject on which there is a Bill before the House. 

Chelsea Bridge and Battersea Park. Question. 

Mr. Alcock, entering upon a discussion on Chelsea Bridge, objec- 
tion was taken that there was a Bill before the House relating 
thereto. 
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Mr. Speaker said-*' It would be itregular to discuss on the 
questioii of adjourmneiit a subject on which there was a Bill before 
tiie House." 

Mr. Alcock, again referring to Chelsea Bridge, Mr. Speaker said — 
" I repeat to ike hon. member that a discussion on Chelsea Bridge is 
inappropriate, and out of order. 

Vol. 161, p. 877.— Friday, July 2, 1858. 

It is irregular on a motion for adjournment to antici- 
pate a subject which is set down for discussion same 
evening. 

The Paper Duty. Question. 

Mr. Bovill asked the Chancellor of the Exchequer a question in 
leference to the Bill. 

Mr. Speaker observed that the question stood for discussion that 
evening on a distinct motion, and it was not in order on the motion 
for adjournment to anticipate a motion which was set down for 
discussion the same evening. 

Mr. Bovill said that in that case he would ask the right hon. 
g^itleman the Chancellor of the Exchequer to state whether the 
Bill is to come on to-night. 

Mr. Speaker — "I must repeat that the discussion on a subject 
which is specifically to come before the House cannot with pro- 
priety be anticipated on the motion for adjournment." 

VoL 167, p. 1166-7.— Friday, March 23, 1860. See also p. 180^, 
Representation of the People Bill. — Tuesday, April 3, 1860. See 
also p. 242, Annexation of Savoy to France.— Friday, March 9, 
1860. 

On the motion for adjournment, it is not competent to 

anticipate discussion on an Order of the Day later on the 

Paper. 

Order of Debate. 

Cf. Vol. 160, p. 350.— Monday, July 30, 1860. 

It is injurious to the conduct of public business for an 
hon. member who has given notice of certain observations. 
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wliich he will make oA going into Committee of Supply, to 
move the adjournment of the House on purpose to bring 
forward the subject out of its due course. 

Reinforcement for Canada. Observations. Sir James Fergusson, 
having given notice of his intention on going into Committee of 
Supply to bring before the House the reinforcements for Canada, 
sought to anticipate the discussion by moving the adjournment of the 
House. 

Mr. Speaker said — '* The only doubt which I have with regard to 
the character of the step taken by the hon. member is this— he 
has given noiice that he will call attention to the recent augmentation 
of our military force in Canada. Had he given notice of a motion 
on that subject, the course which he is now pursuing would 
undoubtedly be out of order. It is for the House to consider whether 
they will permit a gentleman who put his name down to make obser- 
vations on going into committee of supply, and whose name stands 
tenth or twelfth on the list, to rise before the public business is con- 
cluded, and before some gentlemen who wish to move for imopposed 
returns have had an opportunity of doing so, and to move the 
adjournment of the House, in order that he may bring forward the 
subject in which he is interested out of its due course. I consider 
such a proceeding highly injurious to the conduct of business in this 
House. I am not empowered to say that an hon. gentleman may 
not make the motion for the adjournment of the House, but I con- 
sider the motion now made xextremely injurious to the conduct of 
public business, and one which would be greatly discouraged by the 
House." 

Motion withdrawn. 

Vol. 162, pp. 1486-87.— Monday, June 24, 1861. 

In a debate on the arrangement of public business it is 
not in order to discuss a Bill which is to come on at a 
later period. 

Public business. 

Lord Palmerston made a motion for the disposal of business for 
remainder of session. 

Debate ensued thereupon. 

Sir James Elphinstone. in the course of a few remarks, said— 
* ' The European Forces (India) Bill was of such importance that he 
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should feel it his duty to address the House upon it at greater length 
than was usual with him." 
Mr Speaker said the hon. memher could not then discuss the Bill. 

Vol. 160, pp. 212-2:U.— Thursday, July 26, 1860. 



It is irregular to explain intentions with regard to a 
motion wliieli is on the Pap^r. 

Mr. Bright and the Paper Duties. Ohservations. 

Lord Fermoy said that, as he had heen appealed to hy the hon. 
member for Birmingham, with regard to the instruction he had put 
(m the Notice Paper, he thought it only fair to state the cour.-e he 
meant to pursue upon the paper duty. 

Mr. Speaker said the noble lord was entirely out of order in ex- 
plaining what he intended to do in regard to a motion of which he 
had given notice. 

Vol. 180, p. 1127.— Friday, August 10, I860. 



It is not in order to discuss amendments on a Bill 
coming on later in the day. 

Church Bates. Question. 

Mr. Palk asked the intentions of the Government as to certain 
amendments in Committee on the Church Bates Bill. 

Mr. Speaker said it was out of order to discuss amendments to a 
Bill which would come before the House at a subsequent period of 
the evening. 

Vol. 166, p. 675.— Friday, July 29, 1869. 



When the further consideration of a Bill is postponed, 
it is not in order, by moving a resolution in the interval, 
to raise the whole question. 

Factory Acts Extension Bill. 

Order for second reading read. 

Mr. Faweett asked for postponement to a distant day that he 
might move in the interval a resolution which would imse the whole 
^estion. 
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Mr, Spealcer said that if the Bill were read a second time now, 
and its further consideration were postponed to a distant day, it 
would not be in accordance with the rules of the House to discuss it 
in the interval, as proposed by the hon. member for Brighton (Mr. 
Fawcett). 

Vol. 186, p. 461.— Monday, March 25, 1867. 

Of. Officers of Reserve (Royal Navy) Bill. Question. 

Vol. 164, p. 1800-1.— Wednesday, July 31, 1861. 

Cf. Education —The Revised Code of Regulations. Question. 
Vol. 166, p. 799.— Thursday, February 27, 1862. 
Cf . The Thames Embankment. 

Vol. 167.— Friday, June 27, 1862. 
Cf. Poor Relief in the Metropolis. Question. , 

Vol. 176, p. 1797.— Thursday, July 21, 1864. 
Cf. Casual Poor (Metropolis) Bill. 

Vol. 176, p. 1803.— Thursday, July 21, 1864. 
Cf. Leeds Bankruptcy Court. Resolution. 

Vol. 180, p. 1092. -Monday, July 3, 1866. 
Ireland. Queen's University and Queen's College. 

Cf. Vol. l^l, pp. 964-5.— February 23, 1866. 
Cf . Representation of the People Bill. 

Vol. 183, p. 1334.— Monday, May 28, 1866. 
Cf. Compulsory Church Rates Abolition Bill. Question. 

Vol. 184, p. 1536.— Thursday, July 26, 1866. 
Cf. Reduction of the Qualification for the Elective Franchise. 
Question. 

Vol. 185, p. 886.— Friday, February 22, 1867. 
Army. Militia Courts-Martial. 

Vol. 187, p. 775.— Monday, May 20, 1867. 
Cf. Declaration against Transubstantiation. 

Vol. 192, pp. 1099-1100.— Friday, May 29, 1868. 
Cf . Recent negotiations with the United States. 

Vol. 197, p. 1428.— Thursday, July 8, 1869. 
Cf. Game Laws Amendment Bill. Second reading. 

Vol. 200, p. 7.— Wednesday, March 16, 1870. 
Cf. Patent Laws. Motion for Select Committee. 

Vol. 204, p. 1532.— Tuesday, March 7, 1871. 
Cf. Lord's Day. Observance. 

Vol. 207, pp. 500-1.— Friday, June 23, 1871. 
Cf . Army and navy estimates. 

' Vol. 207, p. 1640.— Thursday, July 13, 1871. 
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Cf. Prison Ministers Bill. Question. 

Vol. 208, p. 1090.— Tuesday, August 8, 1871. 



Appeal to member. 

An hon. member having tried the patience ol the 
House is appealed to by Mr. Speaker. 

The Fenian Conspiracy. Motion for a Select Committee. 

The House having exhibited great impatience, 

Mr. Speaker appealed to the hon. member for Peterborough 
whether it was not desirable under the circumstances, and consider- 
ing the length of time that had already been spent, that he should 
exercise forbearance, and not proceed further with his address. 

The hon. member responded to the appeal from the chair. 

Vol. 183, pp. lG92-97.-Friday, June 1, 1866. 



Debate : Order in ; Reference to past debate. 

It is not in order to refer to answers given on a former 
evening, nor to read those answers in the House in the 
same session, nor to refer in a direct manner to former 
debates. But a member may state his opinion upon what 
has fallen from another hon. member. 

Mr. Bentinck referring to answers given on a previous evening, 
Mr. Speaker called the attention of the hon. gentleman to its being 

contrary to the rules of the House to refer to answers given by hon. 

members on a former evening, and to read those answers in the 

House in the same session. 

The same honorable member referring to a former debate, 

]Mr. Speaker again reminded the hon. member that he was 

infringing one of the rules of debate in referring in so direct a 

manner to passages of former de1[)ates. It was contrary to the 

established rule of the House. 

Mj. Speaker added subsequently that the hon. member could 

state his opinion on anything which had fallen from the noble lord. 

Vol. 146, p. 1692, 1694.— Friday, July 17, 1867. 
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Reference to a past debate, and an attempt to answer 
it are irregular, but if that which has been referred to 
has been published and is before the House, comments 
permitted. 

State of Public Business : Observations. 

Mr. Horsman was quoting the words of the Secretary of State for 
India. 

Mr. Speaker said that a reference to a past debate, and an attempt 
to answer it, was directly contrary to the rules of the House. 

Mr. Horsman — " The right hon. gentleman has published his 
reasons." 

Mr. Speaker said he understood that the right hon. gentleman was 
replying to the reasons given by the Secretary of State in a former 
d^ate. 

Mr. Horsman — *' The right hon. gentleman has published his 
reasons ; he has avowed them in writing ; and they are on the Table 
of this House." 

And Mr. Horsman was allowed to continue. 

Vol. 160, pp. 303-4.— Friday, July 27, 1860. 

It is irregular to refer to a* speech made in the same 
session. 

Customs Act — Report. 

Mr. Newdegate was quoting what had fallen from the hon. member 
for Birmingham. 

Mr. Speaker. The hon. member must not refer to what has passed 
in a former debate. 

Vol. 166. p. 2180, Friday, March 2, 1860. See also pp. 2186-02. 

Annexation of Savoy — Nice to France. 
. Mr. Horsman referred to a past debate. 

Mr. Speaker. The right hon. gentleman is out of order in referring 
to a past debate. 

Mr. Horsman. It was a debate upon the same subject. 

Mr. Speaker. It was an incidental discussion on a motion for the 
adjournment of the House. In the progress of a Bill, reference may 
be made to debates on former stages, but that rule does not apply to 
debates caused in this way on motions for adjournment. 

Vol. 167, pp. 1183-4.— Friday, March 23, 1860. 
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See also Annexation of Saroy to Fiance. Obeervations. 

Vol. 167, 1648.— Tuesday March 30, 1860. 

Vol. 158, p. 11^70.— Monday, June 4, 1860. 

Vol. 160, p. 1818.— Saturday, August 25, i860. 

Cf. Vol. 161, p. 1243.-Friday, March 1, 1861. The Board 
of Admiralty. Also Ibid, p. 125(*. 

Cf . Affairs of Austria and Italy. 

Vol.162, p. 1866.— Friday, May 10, 1861. 

Cf . The Secession War in America. 

VoL 164, p. 879. -Monday, July 16, 1861. 
Cf . Ways and Means. 

p. 1704.— Saturday, July 27, 1861. 
Cf . Education. The Revised Code Question. 

Vol. 166, p. 872-73.— Friday, February 28, 1862. 
Of Income Tax — Resolution. 

Vol. 176, p. 1747.— Tuesday, June 14, 1864. 
Cf. The Ashantee war question. 

Vol. 176, p. 34.— Tuesday, June 21, 1864. 
Denmark and Germany. The war in Denmark. Question. 

Vol. 176, pp. 1328-9. -Monday, July 11, 1864. 
Cf. Guns for coast defences. 

Vol. 177, p. 1928. 
Cf . Roman CathoHc Oaths Bill.- 

Vol. 179, page 433. -Wednesday, May 17, 1866. 
Cf . Case of Lieut.-Col. Dawkins. Explanation. 

Vol. 179, p. 1041.— Monday, March 29, 1866. 
Malt Duty Bill. Oonunittee. 

Vol. 179, p. 267.— Thursday, June 16, 1866. 
Cf . Bribery of elections. 

Vol. 183.— Tuesday, March 29, 1866. 
Cf . Navy. Naval Coast Volunteers. Question. 

Vol. 184, p. 2139.— Tuesday, August 7, 1866. 
Cf. Offices and Oaths Bill. 

Vol. 186, p. 1124.— Wednesday, February 27, 1867. • 
Cf . Abyssinian Expedition. 

Vol. 190, p. 422. -Friday, November 29, 1867. 
Cf. Abyssinia. The Foreign Office. 

Vol. 190, p. 610 —Thursday, December 6, 1867. 
Cf. India. Madras Irrigation Company. 

Vol. 191, p. 1302.— Friday, April 24, 1868. 
Cf . Dissolution of Parliament. 

Vol. 192, p. 1074.— Friday, March 29, 1868. 
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Cf . Parliamentary and municipal election. 

Vol. 194, p. 1496.— Tuesday, March 16, 1869. 
East India revenue accounts. 

Vol. 203, p. 1613. 
Cf . Army Regulation Bill. 

Vol. 207, p. 906.— Friday, June 30, 1871. 
Cf. Metropolis. Kensington GeuxLens. Resolution. 

Vol. 208, p. 1604.— Monday, August 14, 1871. 



It is irregular to quote extnicts from speeches in a past 

debate. 

Cf . Office of Works. Resolution. 

Vol. 172, p. 359.— Tuesday, July 7, 1863. 

It is out of order to read extracts from speeches made 

in the same Session. 

Cf. The Administration of Viscount Palmerston. 

Vol. 168, p. 1112.— Monday, August 1, 1862. 

It is not irregular to read a speech delivered in a 
previous Session. 

The Borough Franchise BUI. Second reading. Dehate. 

Mr. Leatham was reading from ** Hansard," when 

Mr. Mackinnon rose to order. 

Mr. Speaker said that if the speeches were delivered in the 
present Session, the course taken hy the hon. gentleman would be 
irregular ; but as they were not delivered in the present Session, his 
conduct was not irregular. 

Vol. 162, p. 393.— Wednesday, April 10, 1861. 

Debate : Order in : Reading letters and reference to 

another place. 
It is out of order to read a letter referring to a debate 
in the other House, and this cannot be evaded by using 
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the term " another place," nor can a comment be made 

on statements made in the other House, or any other 

reference to debates therein. 

Cf. Mr. Famall, Poor Law Inspector. Observatioiis. 

Vol. 168, p. 1197-8.— Monday, Augusts, 1862. 



It is out of order to quote debates in the House of 
Lords. 

Eelations with China. Observations. 

Sir De Ldcy Evans — " In a speech made by the Earl of Derby, 
on the 24th January, he said " 

Mr. Speaker — " The gallant general must not read a speech which 
was made in the House of Lords." 

Sir De Lacy Evans said he would simply refer to the speech as 
being made in "another place." The noble earl was reported to 
have said 

Mr. Speaker — " The gallant general is equally out of order in 
repeating what took place during the present session of Parliament 
in the House of Lords." 

Vol. 166, p. 949.— Monday, February 13, 1860. 



Debates in another place may not be referred to. 

Affairs of Italy — The Conference. Address moved. 

Lord Elcho was proceeding to quote what had passed in another 
place. 

Mr. Speaker — " It is contrary to the rules of this House to refer 
to debates in another place." 

Vol. 165, pp. 1121-22.-~Monday, August 8, 1869. 



Reference to debates in the House of Lords is out of 
order. 

Defences of Canada : Colonel Jervois's report. Observations. 
An hon. member was about to quote from a debate in the House 
of Lords, when Mr. Speaker said it would be contrary to order to 
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read a report of a speech made in the House of Lords during the 
present session. 

Vol. 177, p. 1567.— March 13, 1866. 
Cf. Established Church Service. The Rev. A. D. "Wagner. 

Vol. 179, p. 770.— Tuesday, May 23, 1866. 

The House has no cognizance of what passes in the 
other House. 

Language used in debate in the other House. Question. 

Mr. Milbank— " I wish to appeal to you, Sir, on a point of order. 
I wish to know whether in accordance with the rules of this House 
any apology or redress can be demanded in this House from a Peer, 
who, in his place in the Upper House, uses language insolent towards 
the Piime Minister, the leader of a great party, and insulting to the 
dignity of the House of Commons ? *' 

Mr. Speaker—" Does the hon. member give notice of a question, 
or does he desire to address a question ? " 

Mr. Milbank— " I merely rose to ask whether as a matter of order 
and privilege I have a right to ask the question ? '' 

Mr. Speaker— ^'Neither as a point of order, nor as a point of 

Privilege, can such a question with propriety be addressed to me. 
'he hon. member ought himself to be aware that in this House we 
have no cognizance of what passes in debate in the other House. It 
is not my business to engage in any such inquiry." 

Vol. 198, p. 368. -Wednesday, July 21, 1869. 
Cf . Army Regulation Bill. 

Vol. 208, p. 1682.— Tuesday, August 15, 1871. 
Cf . Record of Title (Ireland) Bill. 

Vol. 179, p 849.— Thursday, May 25, 1865. 
Cf . Tenure and Improvement of Land (Ireland) Bill. 

Vol. 183, p. 1098.— Thursday, May 17, 1866. 

References to debates in the House of Lords are not in 
order, but the rule cannot always be interpreted strictly. 

Debates in the House of Lords. Questions. 

An hon. member asked whether the direct allusions made that 
evening to what had taken place in the House of Lords were in order. 

Mr. Speaker — " The rule of the House is, that allusion to debates 
in the other House of Parliament should not be made in this. It 
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would have been competent to tlie hon. member to have risen to 
Qrder if be bad thougbt fit tbis evening, but it is scarcely possible 
that, under all circumstances, the rule can be construed in an 
absolutely literal manner. When declarations have been made by 
Ministers of the Crown, particularly as affecting the position of this 
House, exceptions have been made to the strict observance of this 
particular nde.'' 

Vol. 191, p. 1786.— Tuesday, May 6, 1868. 



There is no Rule in the nature of a Standing Order 
forbidding reference to debates in the other House, 
although such a Rule is found in a book which defines 
the observances of Parliament. 

Parliament. Rules of the House. Resolution. 

Mr. Darby Griffith called attention to rule 164 of the "Rules, 
Orders, and Forms of Proceedings of the House of Commons," 
and to move its being rescinded, as it was so frequently infringed. 

The Speaker — " The hon. member says that ne desires to put the 
motion pro formdy but the fact is that there is no such rule in 
existence in a shape that it can be formally rescinded. Certain rules 
are to be found in a book which defines what the observances of 
Parliament are, but they are not in the nature of Standing Orders. 
There is no Standing Order dealing with this subject, or anything 
that can be rescinded in the manner suggested by the hon. member." 

Vol. 19-^, pp. l077-».- Friday, May 29, 1868. 

No reference to what has taken place in another House 

permissible. 

Cf . Also the Reform Bill. Question. 

Vol. 16S, p. 238.— Friday, April 27, 1860. 

It is not in order to refer to proceedings in another 

House on a Bill not received from that House. 

Bankruptcy and Insolvency Bill. Question. 
Mr. Hadfield asked what course the Attorney-General proposed to 
adopt with reference to the Bill. 
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The Attorney- General, referring to amendments introduced in the 
House of Lords, said — " I am generally aware that what we sent up 
to the House of Lords as a complete measure has in point of fact 
been so dealt with that not a single feature which appeared to me 
Taluahle in the Bill " (*' Order;" "Chair"), 

Mr. Speaker reminded the hon. and learned gentleman that the 
Bill had not come down from the other House. 

VoL 163, p. 1171.— Monday, June 17, 1861. 



Debate : Order in. Unparliamentary Language. 

The words " imgentlemanlike and dishonourable" 
irregular. 

Sir Charles Napier having said that an hon. member had used 
words which were ungentlemanlike and dishonorable in reference to 
him, and the Speaker's attention having been called thereto. 

Mr. Speaker — " The use of those words by the hon. and gallant 
admiral certainly escaped my notice, but I cannot doubt that, his 
attention having been directed to them, he will withdraw tiiose 
expressions, which are, as the hon. and gallant admiral must know, 
quite unparliamentary." 

Vol. 146, p. 1118.— Tuesday, July 7, 1857. 

The word " impertinent" out of order. 

In the debate on Oaths Validity Act Amendment Leave, Viscount 
Oalway said— "The hon. and learned member for Sheffield had 
made some impertinent remarks." 

Mr. Speaker called the noble lord to order. He meant to say 
that the remarks of the hon. and learned gentleman were not 
pertinent. 

Vol. 146, p. 1780.— Friday, July 17, 1867. 

Parliament. Recent counts out. 

Mr. Newdegate said the hon. member had passed a somewhat 
impertinent censure — 

Mr. Speaker — *' The hon. member will, I am sure, recognise that 
it is quite out of order to characterise as ^ impertinent ' the conduct 
of a member of this House." 

Vol. 206, pp. 1684, 1685.— Thursday, June 8, 1871. 
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The words "insolent and scornful terms," unparlia- 
mentary. 

Ways and Means. Committee. 

Adjourned debate on motion — "That the Speaker do now leave 
the chair." 

Mr. Haliburton said the Chancellor of the Exchequer alluded to a 
petition from North America, in reference to the timber duties, in 
yery insolent and scornful terms. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer rose to order. 

Mr. Speaker — ** The expressions used by the hon. member are not 
parliamentary. ' ' 

"Words withdrawn. 

Vol. 162, p. 1133.— Thursday, April 26, 1862. 

" Entirely false and without foundation " is out of 
order. 

Jury lists in Tyrone. 

Captain Archdall, haying used the expression ** That the statement 
was entirely false, and without foundation,'* 

Mr. Speaker called upon the hon. member to withdraw the words, 
as not proper language. 

And the words were withdrawn. 

The hon. member, however, was allowed to say that the statement 
was entirely contrary to the fact. 

Tol. 167, p. 854.— Friday, June 20. 1862. 



The expression "inconsistent with his character" is 
held to be not proper language. 

American cruisers and British merchantmen. 

Mr. Bentinck haying said that the hon. and learned member did 
not seeni to be altogether careful in preserving his usual spotless 
character in that house. 

Mr. Roebuck objected and rose to order. 

Mr. Speaker — " If the hon. member had said that the hon. and 
leamed member had done anything inconsistent with his character 
that is not proper language." 

Vol. 170, p. 680.— Thursday, April, 23, 1863. 
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The words '^ scandalous and unfounded assertions/' out 
of order. 

Volunteers Bill, third reading. 

Mr. J. K. Ormsby Gore having charged an hon. member with 
making scandalous and unfounded assertions, 

Sir Robert Clifton said he rose to order. He moved that the words 
just used by the hon. member be taken down. 

The words having been taken down by the Clerk at the table — 

Mr. Speaker — " I certainly should myself have risen to state that 
the observations which fell from the hon. member in regard to the 
hon. gentleman the member for Finsbury, were not parliamentary, 
and were such as he himself must, on reflection, regret he had used. 

Vol. 171, p. 961.— Monday, June 15, 1863. 



To assert that an hon. member makes a statement 
which he knows to be imfounded is unparliamentary. 

Cf. The Irish Bench. Question. 

When Mr. Speaker called upon the hon. member who had used 
this expression to apologise or retract. 

Vol. 183, pp. 800-802.— Friday, May 11, 1866. 

The word " dodge" is not in order. 

Metropolitan Foreign Cattle Market (recommitted) Bill. 

An hon. member said — ^* The right hon. gentleman attempted to 
override the opinion of the House by dodges." 

Exception taken. 

Mr. Speaker thought that the noble lord was scarcely in order in 
using the word *' dodge" in the remarks which he had made. 

Vol. 193, pp. 1297-8.— Thursday, July 16, 1868. 

The expression "factious opposition" is not parlia- 
mentary. 

Motion for adjournment. 

An hon. member having used the expression " factious opposition" 
to the Bill in reference to the course pursued by an hon. member. 
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Mr. Speaker — ** Under the circumstances of the case, I certainly 
think that the expression of the right hon. gentleman was too strong 



a one." 



Vol. 193, pp. 1741-2.— Friday, July 24, 1868. 



The word " calumnious." 

Cf . Case of Navy. Case of Commander Gurdon. 

Vol. 201, p. 1465.— Thursday, May 26, 1870. 

The word " false," applied to statements made by an 
hon. member, unparliamentary. 

Unemployed labor. Resolution. 

Mr. Hornby said the right hon. gentleman who had just sat down 
had made statements which from his experience he would show to be> 
entirely false. 

Mr. Speaker — " The hon. member means to say erroneous." 

Vol. 202, p. 442.— Friday, June 17, 1870. ^ 



Debate, Order in : Imputing Motives. 

It is unparliamentary and irregular to say that a clause 
was introduced with an injurious intention. 

Roman Catholic Charities Bill. 

Sir George Bowyer observed " that the clause introduced by the 
hon- and learned member for Cambridge University is an injurious 
and a mischievous clause, and I believe that he introduced it v«rith a 
view to injure them" (the Catholic body). 

Mr. Speaker — ** That is imparUamentary and irregular. The 
observation of the hon. member that a cUuse was moved with the 
mtention of doing injury is neither parliamentary nor regular.'* 

Sir George Bowyer — " When I said injurious to them I meant 
that no doubt the hon. and learned gentleman thought that by doing 
injury to the Roman Catholics he would be doing good to the 
Protestants.'* 

Mr. Speaker — " That is not an explanation which can be satis- 
factory to the House." 

Sir George Bowyer—" I attributed no dishonest intention to the 
hon. and learned gentleman." 
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Mr. Speaker — '^I must request the hon. member to recall the 
observation.'* 

Vol. 160, p. 1683.— Tuesday, August 21, 1860. 

Motives cannot be imputed. 

Of. Thames Embankment Bill. 

Mr. Cooper — " Who wwHd haye thought of bringing that matter 

before the Hocue if ^tey who did so had no ulterior or worse motive P" 

Mr. Sjwaker— "The right, hon. gentleman cannot impute motives." 

Vol. 167, p. 1342.— Thursday, July 3, 1862. 

Debate, Order in : Personal Observations. 

Personal observations, reflecting on the bebaviour oi 
an hon. member in Debate, are irregular. 

Cf. Religious intolerance in Spain. Question. 

Sir Robert Peel, in the course of his remarks, referred to the right 
hon. gentleman, the member for Bucks, as seeming amused at his 
observations, and regretted he had said anything to excite his 
risibility. 

Mr. Disraeli rose to order, and objected to these observations as 
unwarranted. 

Mr. Speaker remonstrated with the hon. member, who apologised 
for the fiJlusion. 

VoL 161, pp. 2068-9.— Friday, March 16, 1861. 

Expressions calculated to reflect upon a class are not 
permitted. 

Offices and Oaths Bill. 

An hon. member having asserted that Fenianism was originated 
and sustained by the Roman Catholic priesthood. 

Mr. Speaker—** After the terms in which Feoianism has been 
described in this House — * A conspiracy adverse alike to authority, 
property, and religion, and condemned alike by all who are interested 
in their maintenance' — for an hon. gentleman to say that the Roman 
Catholic clergy are the originators of Fenianism is a statement which 
cannot but be offensive to this House, and cannot be permitted to 
pass." Vol. 186, p. 1122. -Wednesday, February 27, 1867. 
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The word " cowardly" not to be used. 

Case of Mr. Ghurchward. 

Major Dickson characterised the attack made upon that gentleman 
(viz., Mr. Churchward) as " wanton and cowardly." 

Mr. Osborne rose to order. 

Mr. Speaker — *^ The hon. and gallant member will no doubt with- 
draw that word«" 

Vol. 186, p. 173.— Tuesday, March 19, 1867. 

It is unparliamentary to characterise statements made 
in debate as " malicious and calumnious." 

Pension to Mr. Young, agricultural and historical poet. 

Mr. Whalley — ^The statements which had been made in the 
eouTse of this debate were malicious and calumnious." 

Mr. O'Reilly rose to order. 

Mr. Speaker — ** The words used were * malicious and calumnious,' 
and I think these words should not have been used." 

Vol. 186, p. 441.— Friday, March 22, 1867. 

Gf. also, Administration of Justice (Ireland), 

Wheie Mr. Speaker condemned the use of the words, " sjrmpa- 
thisers with the Penians," and referred to the address in reply to the 
Speech from the Throne Debate. 

Vol. 186, pp. 884-6.— Friday, March 29, 1867. 

Certain words which seemed to be an insinuation per- 
mitted, because not directly imputing fraud. 

London, Chatham, and Dover Bailway Company. Motion for a 
Select Committee. 

To which an amendment was proposed to add to the motion, ** and 
also into the means adopted" by certain members of this House '* for 
raising money." 

Objection taken. 

Mr. Speaker — ** A notice of a somewhat personal nature has been 
placed on the paper, referring to the affairs of a certain railway 
company, and an hon. member proposes to add to that motion, ^ and 
also into the means adopted ' by certain members of this House * for 
raising money' in connexion with certain railway companies. An 
hon* member who spoke just now says that the amendment contains; 
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an insinuation of fraud. The words do not directly bear that con- 
struction there is nothing in the notice placed on the paper 

that can he considered as a violation of order." 

Vol. 186, p. 1343.— Tuesday, April 9, 1867. 



The use of strong terms, although not addressed to any 
particular member, is not parliamentary. 

Habeas Corpus Suspension (Ireland) Bill. 

Order for second reading read. 

In debate Mr. Roebuck made use of the following language : — 
" Can hon. members believe that their poor, imeducated, miserable 
countrymen in Ireland can see the truth and the right when they 
themselves, gentlemen in their position in this House, and before the 
people of England, dare to say we are imjust to Ireland ? I say that 
a more foul calunmy, a more gigantic falsehood, was never uttered." 
(" Oh !") 

Mr. Maguire rose to order, and asked, " Is that language consistent 
with the usages of Parliament ?** 

Mr, Speaker — " Certainly not, if it was addressed to any particular 
member of this House, or pointed at any particular allegation." And 
subsequentiy — 

Mr. ^peaker — ** I think the terms used by the hon. and learned 
gentleman are hardly such as should be used in this House." 

Vol. 1S7, p. 963.— Thursday, May 23, 1867. 

It is not in order to say that an hon. member has been 
returned by the refuse of a large constituency. 

Meetings in Royal Park Bill. Second reading. Debate. 

Mr. J. Hardy referred to an hon. member as returned by the 
refuse of a large constituency. 

An hon. member rose to order, and moved that the words be taken 
down. 

Mr. Speaker— ** The hon. member has used an expression which 
is not in order. He stated that the hon. member is returned by the 
refuse of a large constituency. When an hon. member has been* 
duly returned to this House, that is not a proper way of describmg 
his return." 

Vol. 188, pp. 1894-6.— Monday, July 22, 1867. 
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Language : Exception to : Rule as to. 

Exception to words used in debate must be taken at 
once. 

Holyhead Harbor Committee. Personal explana^tion. 

An hon. member who felt personally in a matter which was one 
of personal explanation between two other hon. members, was 
allowed to make a statement on a motion that the House do now 
adjourn. But upon the Chancellor of the Exchequer, whose remarks 
on a former occasion brought up the two hon. members in explana- 
tion, going back to the general subject of the debate, and saying 
that the words used and described as insulting should be quoted ; and 
the hon. member interjecting **I am ready to quote them;" and 
cries of " Quote them'* following — 

Mr. Speaker—" It is a well-established rule of this House that 
if exception be taken to words spoken in debate, that exception must 
be taken at the time they are uttered. It is now totally past the 
time at which reference can be made to the general subject of the 
debate now in question. Two hon. members expressed a wish, upon 
grounds of personal explanation, to refer to what had taken place. 
The right hon. gentleman also said that he felt personally in the 
matter, in consequence of allusion to words supposed to have then 
fallen from him, and upon that ground he made an appeal to the 
House to be heard ; but to go back now to the general subject of a 
debate which took p'ace some evenings ago upon the question of 
adjournment of the House would be entirely contrary to the rules 
of the House." 

Vol. 171, pp. 325-328.— Thursday, June 4, 1863. 



Words objected to must be taken notice of at the time 
of utterance. 

Harbors of Refuge. Motion for address. Debate. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer having concluded, 

Sir John Pakington — ** I hope that when the right hon. gentleman 
refers to me he will not grossly misrepresent me '* ('* Order.'*) 

Mr. Speaker having read the motion. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer begged to know whether the 
language used by the right hon. baronet was in order. 
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Mr. Speaker — " I did not hear the exact words used, hut the 
words were not taken notice of hy any hon. memher at the moment 
when they were uttered. The reading of the terms of the motion 
have intervened, and it is now too late to call them in question." 

Vol. 205, p. 403.— Tuesday, March 21, 1871. 



An hon. member rising to order to object to language 
used must object to some definite expression. 

State of Ireland. 

Lord Claud Hamilton having used stron g e xpressions relative to 
the President of the Board of Trade, Mr. w . M. Torrens rose to 
order, and remarked upon the nohle lcfd*s language in general terms. 

Ohjection taken. 

Mr. Speaker — " The right hon. gentleman is i>erfectly correct in 
saying that an hon. memher who rises to order is not at liberty to 
review the general tenor of a speech, but must object to some 
definite expression at the moment when it is spoken." 

Vol. 195, pp. 2003-2008.— April 30, 1869. 

It is irregular to refer to statements made by a member 
who is absent. 

Viscount Sydney and Mr. Budden. Personal explanation. 

Lord Clarence Paget was referring to certain statements, when 

Mr. Speaker — *^The noble lord to whose statements the noble 
lord is referring is absent, and it is the practice of the House not to 
allow statements to be made to which the gentleman charged has no 
opportunity to reply." 

Lord Clarence Paget—'* I can only state that I went to a 
dinner ** 

Mr. Speaker — *^ 1 think the noble lord must not continue." 

Vol. 169, p. 674.— Wednesday, February 20, 1863. 



It is not in order to refer to language the use of which 
has been denied by an bon. member. 

Ireland. Case of Mr. Madden. 
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In the course of the debate, 

Sir Thomas Bateson referred to a charge of an hon. member 
haying used certain disloyal expressions. 

Objection taken that the hon. member in his place in the Hoiue 
had denied the use of such language. 

Mr. Speaker said that as the language referred to by the hon. 
baronet had been denied in that House by the hon. and learned 
member for Tipperary, the hon. baronet would be out of order in 
persisting in his reference to the statement. 

Vol. 200, pp. 917-18.--Tue8day, March 29, 1870. 



Debate, Order in : Members^ Names. 

It is contrary to rule to mention a member by name. 

The Ballot. Motion for leave. 

Mr. H. Berkeley, in the course of his speech, said — He now 
came to another of his formidable opponents — Sir George Grrey, 

Mr. Speaker — *^ It is contrary to the rules of the House to mention 
any member by name.'* 

In explanation, Mr. Berkeley said he alluded to a debate of fifteen 
, years ago, ia which Sir George Grey was one of the principal 
speakers. 

Mr. Speaker — " I have reminded the hon. member of what is the 
rule of the House, and am sure that, with his parliamentary ex- 
perience and practice, he will keep within it.*' 

Vol. 167, p. 939. —Tuesday, March 20, 1860. 



The word " gentleman," though used by itself, cannot 

be deemed out of order, as it has the sanction of Mr. 

Speaker. 

Election compromises. Bodmin election. 
Question put. 

Mr. Roebuck called for a division. 

Mr. Speaker. — ** Tellers for the ayes, Mr. Boebuck and any other 
gentleman wha will undertake the office." 

Vol. 166, p. 1042.— Friday, August 6, 1869. 
See also p. 168. -July 21, 1869. 
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Debate: Order in, Reading Documents, Letters, or 
Newspapers re/erring to Debates. 

It is out of order to read documents relating to debates. 

The state of Ireland. 

Cf. Vol. 166, p. 269.— Friday, Feb. 14, 1862. 
The state of Italy. 

Cf. Vol. 166, p. 865.— Friday, April 11, 1862. 

It is irregular to read anything referring to debates in 

the House. 

Representation of the People Bill. 

Vol. 168, p. 339.— Monday, April 30, 1860. 
Vol. 160, p. 1119. -Friday, August 10, 1860. 

A letter referring to a former debate may not be read, 
even though an hon. member is explaining an error made 
by him. 

Submarine Telegraph Company. Explanation. 

Sir Stafford Northcote, in explanation of a statement he had made 
in error, was about to read a letter, when 

Mr. Speaker said that the hon. member could not read a letter 
referring to a former debate. 

Vol. 154, pp. 1199-1200. -Thursday, July 14, 1859. 

It is out of order to read observations commenting on 

what has taken place in the House. 

Cf. Consolidated Fund Appropriation Bill. 

Vol. 172, p. 1269.— Thursday, July 23, 1863. 

It is not in order to read a letter commenting on a 
debate in the House. 

The Ionian Islands. Debate. Personal explanations. 

Vol. 178, p. 373.— Tuesday, March 28, 1866. 
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Cf. Army. Musketry Instruction. 

Vol. 183, p. 826.— Friday, May 11, 1866. 

Cf . Abyssinian Expedition. 

Mr. Newdegate was proceeding to quote a letter, when 

Mr. Speaker — ''The hon. members cannot give statements and 
comments of other individuals on debates in this House." 

And, again, 

Mr. Speaker — '' The hon. member is not in order in introducing 
in this House any comments by other individuals upon the debates 
which have taken place in this House." 

Vol. 190, p. 422.— Friday, November 29, 1867. 



It is irregular to read from newspaper reports. 

Packet and telegraphic contracts. Resolution. 

In debate Mr. Laing was proceeding to read from reports in 
newspapers, when 

Lord Lovaine rose to order. 

Mr. Speaker intimated that the hon. member was out of order in 
so doing. 

Vol. 167, p. 1368.— Tuesday, March 27, 1860. 

Personal explanation. 

" Sir. — On motion that the House at its rising adjourn till 
Monday, — " 

Mr. Horsman was quoting from a newspaper, when 

Mr. Speaker observed that though he had not hitherto interrupted 
the right hon. gentleman, he must now point out that reading from 
newspapers a report of a debate in that House was out of order. 

Vol. 159, p. 2242.— Friday, July 20, 1860. 



It is out of order to refer to a newspaper article relating 
to a question before the House. 

Ked Sea and India Telegraph Bill. Second reading. 
Order for second reading read. Debate. 

Mr. Goningham said he had read with considerable interest an 
article in the Times^ to which he would refer. 
Mr. Speaker— ** The hon. gentleman will be out of order in doing 



so." 



Vol. 161, p. 432.— Thursday, February 14, 1861. 



90 



Affairs in Syiia. 

Mr. Layard referred to an article in the Dibata, grossly misrepre- 
senting hun. 

Mr. Speaker said the hon member might refer to anything which 
he construed into an attack on his personal character, but it was not 
in order to quote documents referring to debates in this House. 

Vol. 162, p. 1886.—Friday, May 10, 1861. 
Cf . East India (High Coiirts of Judicature) Bill. Second reading. 

Vol. 163, p. 1028.— Thursday, June 13, 1861. 
Of. Derryveagh Elections. 

Vol. 164, p. 248.--Tuesday, July 2, 1861. 
Cf. East India Reyenue Account. 

Vol.. 203, p. 1613. 
Cf. Protection of Life, &c. (Ireland) Bill. 

Vol. 206, p. 1330.— Friday, March 26. 1871. 



Speaking Twice. 

A member having spoken cannot speak again or make 
a motion. 

Poor Law Boards (Payment of Debts) Bill. Motion for Select 
Committee. Debate resumed. 

Mr. John Locke, rising to reply to some observations of Mr. 
Crawford. 

Mr. Speaker said the hon. member was entitled to explain any- 
thing which deserved explanation in what he had said, but having 
already spoken, he could not reply. 

Mr. John Locke—** Then I move the adjournment of the House." 

Mr. Speaker — ** The hon. member having spoken already in the 
debate, has not the power of speaking again or making that motion." 

Vol. 164, p. 1369.— Friday, July 16, 1859. 



An hon. member haying moved an amendment cannot 
speak again. 



Church Rates Abolition Bill. Committee. 
Order for Committee read. Debate. 
Mr. Newdegate moved an amendment. 
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Debate contixmed, «t the close of which 
Mr. Newdegate wished to say one or two words. (Order.) 
Mr. Speaker — '* The hon. member, having moved an amendment, 
is not entitled to speak again." 

Vol. 157, pp. 1419, 1458.— Wednesday, March 28, 1860. 



A member camiot address the House a second time to 
explain his action. 

Civil Service Examinations. 

Lord Robert Cecil having spoken, and Sir Stafford Northcote having 
remarked that the noble lord, though a member of the Select Com- 
mittee on Civil Service Examinations, had only attended once, Lord 
Bobert Cecil wished to explain his action therein, but 

Mr. Speaker reminded the noble lord that, having spoken once, he 
could not address the House again. 

Lord Bobert Cecil said he wished to explain. 

Mr. Speaker — " The noble lord is out of order." 

Vol. 168, p. 2085.— Tuesday, June 6, 1860. 



An hon. member who has spoken on the main question 
— " That the Speaker do now leave the Chair *' — cannot 
speak again in answer to a question. 

Cf . Disturbances in Sorvia. 

Vol. 168, p. 601.— Monday, July 21, 1862. 



When a question has been proposed and an hon. mem- 
ber has moved an amendment thereto, he is held to have 
spoken, and cannot speak again upon the original question, 
the amendment having been negatived. 

Cf . Abyssinia. Correspondedce between Dr. Beke and others and 
the Foreign Office. Motion for papers. 

Vol. 190, p. 674.— Friday, December 6. 1867. 
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An bon. member baving proposed an amendment and 
spoken to tbe same, if at a subsequent stage be asks to 
witbdraw tbe amendment, cannot reply upon tbe question,- 

The Paper Duties Tax Bill. 

Lord Palmerston having made a motion for appointment of & 
Select Committee, Mr. P. S. Buncombe moved an amendment. 

At a subsequent period of the debate the hon. memher asked leave 
to withdraw, and was proceeding to comment upon some remarks 
made hy an hon. member, when 

Mr. Speaker said the hon. member for Finsbury was not entitled 
to reply upon the question. 

VoL 158, pp. 1717-1737.- Friday, May 25, 1860. 

An bon. gentleman baying made a motion cannot 
again speak. 

Irish Church Bill. Lords' amendment. 

Mr. Gladstone moved — " That this House doth disagree with the 
Lords in the remainder of the said amendment." 

After a short debate, Mr. Gladstone rose to address the House. 

Objection taken — that the right hon. gentleman had moved a 
motion, and therefore spoken. 

Mr. Speaker — I think the right hon. gentleman, having made that 
motion, did deprive himself of the power of speaking upon it." 

Vol. 197, pp. 1946-1949.— Thursday, July 15, 1869. 

An bon. member baving moved tbe adjournment of tbe 

debate bas exhausted bis power of speaking. 

Cf. Elementary Education Bill. 

Vol. 202.— Thursday, June 16, 1870. 

A member baving spoken, cannot make a motion 
subsequently. 

Endowed Schools Bill. 

On the motion made, and (Question proposed, " That the Bill be 
committed to a Select Committee, Mr. Dillwyn, the member in 
charge of the Bill, spoke, and subsequently 
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Mr. Speaker asked whether the hon. member had moved the 
adioiimment of the debate. 

Iklr. Dillywyn said he begged to move that the House go into 
Committee on the Bill to-morrow. 

Mr. Speaker said that the hon member, having already spoken, 
"Wos not then entitled to make a motion. 

Vol. 164, p. 769-771.— July 7, 1869. 

r 

An hon. member who has spoken on a question cannot 
rise again and make a motion. 

University Tests Bill. 

Mr. Newdegate, haviag spoken, rose and said he should conclude 
with a motion. 

Mr. Speaker — '* The hon. member, having spoken in this debate, 
cannot make any motion." 

Vol. 194, p. 1451. -Monday, March 16, 1869. 

A member having once spoken on a question cannot 

move the adjournment of the House. 

Mr. Speaker said that the hon. and learned gentleman having 
already addressed the House, could not be permitted, according to 
the usage of the House, himself to move the adjournment. 

Vol. 146, p. 101.— Friday, June 19, 1867. 

An hon. member who has spoken cannot move the 

adjournment of the debate. 

Cf . Fortifications (Provision for Expenses) Bill. 

Vol. 168, p. 679.— Monday, July 21, 1862. 

Order of the Day, Reply, 

On moving the Order of the Day a reply is not allowed. 

Oaths Bill. Order for Committee read. 

Lord John Russell, on moving the Speaker leave the chair, 
intimated the course he proposed to pursue. 
Certain questions being put by hon. members, 
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Lord John Russell wished to know whether he would be in otde)! 
in replying to the questions which had been put to him. 

Mr. Speaker said that the noble lord had not the right of replying 
on moving the Order of the Day. If the House agreed to the 
proposition that he should leave the chair, the noble lord would, 
nowever, have the opportunity he desired in Committee. 

Vol. 149, pp. 294-298.— Wednesday, March 17, 1868. 



An hon. mmmikmr awaking twice under certain 

rn rmiiwimnfl 

An hon. member in charge of a B3I, if lie has not been 
explicit in asking leave to introduce, may, by the desire 
of the House, add to his observations. 

River Thames' Purification. Metropolis. Leave asked. 

An hon. member, stating it would be satisfactory if Sir Morton 
Feto would favor the House with a sketch of the measure, 

Mr. Speaker said that the hon. member had already spoken on &e 
Bill, but the House could, of course, give him permission to make 
any additional observations. 

Vol. 164, p. 602.— Monday, July 4, 1859. 

The House under special circimistances will allow a 
member to address it a second time on the same motion. 

Government Annuities Bill. Committee. Adjourned debate. De* 
bate resumed. 

Mr. Speaker said he would remind the House of the exact position 
of things with respect to this subject. The hon. member for Dudley 
(Mr. Sheridan), who had a notice on the paper in reference to the 
Bin, gave it up last Friday on the understandmg that a certain clause 
of the Bill would not be proceeded with that evening. The hon. 
gentleman spoke on that point, but not at all on the general subject 
of the Bill, and the right hon. gentleman the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer also replied, not on the subject of the BUI, but merely 
with regard to the proposed arrangement. The hon. member for 
Cambridge (Mr. Powell) then moved the adjournment of the debate. 
Now, according to the strict rules of the House, the hon. member 
for Dudley and the right hon. gentleman the Chancellor of the 



95 



Exchequer would be considered as having spoken on the main 
question, and it would be his duty to enforce the rules of the House 
unless otherwise directed, and he therefore desired to know whether, 
under the i*ir<»iiTT^afi»;iPii>tt^ it was the pleasure of the House to put 
AaiB tvo bflB. gWfiikwMn. into a poridnn to speak on. the main 
question ? 

The two hon. gentlemen were then allowed to speak on the main 
question. 

Vol. 173, pp. 1548.60.— Monday, March 7, 1864. 



The House under special circiuiistances will allow a 
member to address it a second time on the same motion. 

The Steam Bams at Birkenhead. Question. 

Sir Lawrence Palk having put a question to the Attorney- 
General, 

Tbe Attorney-General—" As I have already spoken, I will promise 
not to mabe a speech in answering the hon. baronet.'* 

Mr. Speaker — " It is only by the express permission of the House 
that the hon. and learned gentleman can again address it." 

Vol. 174, p. 695.— Friday, April 8, 1864. 



Debate: Order in. No Member can speak twice: Exception. 

A member having spoken in the cotirse of a discussion 
cannot speak again. 

Cf . Navy. Roman Catholics. Observations. 

Vol. 186, p. 316.— Thursday, March 21, 1867. 

But the House would probably not object to an hon. 
member offering any remarks that may be necessary to 
clear up any point of moment ; but to enter into a general 
statement would be irregular. 

Cf . Ireland. The Fenian prisoners. 

Vol. 186, p. 1990.— Friday, May 3, 1867. 
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Motion^ withdrawal of; and a limitation of the same 
motion put, A new question constituted. 

When a motion has been put and withdrawn, and a 
portion of that motion is again put, a new question is 
thereby constituted, and a member can again speak. 

Irish Church Bill. Lords' amendments. 

Order for consideration read. 

Motion made, and question proposed — '* That this House doth 
disagree with the Lords in the said amendment." (Mr. Gladstone.) 

Motion by leave withdrawn. 

Motion made and question proposed — '^ That this House doth dis- 
agree with the Lords in the said amendment as far as the word 
*reUgion' in line 10 inclusive.'* (Mr. Gladstone.) 

Mr. Newdegate rose to address the House. (Cries of *' Spoke, 
spoke.") 

Mr. Speaker said '*that this being a new question, the hem. 
member for North Warwickshire was perfectiy in order." 

Vol. 197, pp. 1910-24-41-42.— Thursday, July 15, 1869. 



An hon. member can only address the House a second 
time by the permission of the House ; and if such per- 
mission is accorded, it is for the House to decide whether 
or not such hon. member is exceeding Ihe limits of the 
privilege. 

Conventual and Monastic Institutions. Motion for nomination of 
Select Committee. Adjourned debate. 

Vol. 201, pp. 51-6.— Monday, May 2, 1870. 

Debate : Order in. Several members rising. Precedence, 

When several members rise, Mr. Speaker calls upon a 
member, and having done so it is irregular for hon. 
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members to prevent this proceeding, and insist upon 
another member being heard. 

Gf. Representation of the People Bill. Second reading. Ad- 
journed debate. 

Vol. 163, p. 839.— Friday, March 25, 1869. 

Debate, Latitude in Argument, Appointment of 

Committee. 

. An hon. member, desiring to procure the substitution 
ci one name for another, it is impossible to prescribe the 
limits to which the argument may extend. 

Scientific Institutions (Dublin). Nomination of Committee. 

Mr. Whiteside desired to substitute another name, and was dis- 
cussing the merits of the question. 

Mr. Cogan rose to order. 

Mr. Speaker said — "It was perfectly true that the House had 
decided the question that the Committee should be appointed, and 
under ordinary circumstances it would be desirable tiiat the dis- 
cussion should be confined to the names of the members of whom it 
should be composed. He understood the right hon. gentieman to 
object to some names, and to desire to propose others ; it was im- 
possible to prescribe the limits to which the argument of the hon. 
and learned gentieman might extend in his endeayor to procure the 
substitution of one name for another." 

Vol. 174, pp. 1273-4.— Monday, April 18, 1864. 

On a motion for leave to bring in a Bill a large amoimt 
of latitude is allowed if bearing upon the subject of the 
BiU. 

Kepresentation of the People. Leave. 

Mr. Beutinck, in debate, was criticising speeches made to various 
assemblies by another hon. member. 

Mr. Rich rose to order. 

Mr. Speaker — The hon. member was certainly rather extensive in 
bis observations, and seemed rather to be anticipating the introduction 
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of some other measure. At the same time he did not think that the 
hon. memher was out of order. 

Vol. 162, p. 1036.— Monday, February 28, 1869. 

In laying a document upon the table of the House, 
mucli latitude is allowed in giving information. 

Endowments for Education. Minute of Council. 

Mr. Bruce, in laying a minute of the Council of Education upon 
the table, maide a snort explanatory statement. 

Objection taken. 

Mr. Speaker said there was nothing out of order in the course 
which the right hon. gentleman was pursuing. He was moving 
that the minute be laid upon the table. He understood that the 
right hon. gentleman proposed to make a statement not of a nature 
to invite discussion at present, but calculated rather to furnish the 
House with information which might be available for a future 
occasion. 

Vol. 178, pp. 1536-7.— Friday, May 5, 1865. 

Debate : Order in. Reply to Question, 

It is usual to accord a Minister more latitude than a 
private member in answering a question. 

Belligerent Rights at Sea. Question. 

Lord John Russell, ia replying to a question by Mr. Horsfall, was 
speaking at some length, when — 

Mr. Bright rose to order on the grounds that the noble lord wa4 
arguing a question when no other member holding different views 
could answer him. 

Mr. Speaker said—*' It has always been usual to accord greater 
latitude to a Minister than to a private individual in answering 
questions which may be put to him. The noble lord wm explaining 
uie reasons why he had not acted in the manner which the hon. 
member who put the question assumed that he ought to have done. 
Under these circumstances the House will probably not consider 
that the noble lord was transgressing the limits allowed on such 



occasions." 



Vol. 161, pp. 496-7. —Monday, February 18, 1861. 
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Cf . Departure of General Garibaldi. 

Vol. 174, p. 1423.— Thursday, April 21, 1864. 

In moving for a return a statement may be made. " 

Dissenting Chapels. Betum moved for. 

Mr. Newdegate, in moying for a return, was speaking at some 
length — 

Mr. Ker objected. 

Mr. Speaker said the hon. member was in order. 

Vol. 172, pp. 1128-9.— Tuesday, July 21, 1863. 



Debate : Order in. Latitude taken, and extended in 

consequence. 

On a question, an entirety new proposal having been 
suggested, Mr. Speaker asked the opinion of the House 
on allowing other hon. gentlemen similar latitude. 

Boundary Bill. Committee. Order for committee read. 

The Prime Minister in the course of the debate having introduced 
a proposal of an entirely new character, viz., that the question of the 
boundaries of boroughs be referred to a Select Committee, 

Mr. Speaker — ** I wish to consult the House as to the order of our 
proceedings. The right hon. gentleman the Prime Minister made a 
speech in which he introduced a proposal of an entirely new character, 
namely, the question of referring the matter to a Select Committee. 
It may be the opinion of the House that the right hon. gentleman 
having already had an opportunity of expressing his opinion upon 
that question, other hon. gentlemen who feel an interest in it shall 
also have the opportunity of speaking upon it ?" 

Vol. 192, p. 279.— Thursday, May 14, 1868. 

" Debate. Discussing a Question not before the House. 

It is not in order to discuss a question not properly 
before the House. 

Cf . Ireland — Tyrone Magistrates. Question. 

Vol. 186, pp. 392-3.— Friday, March 22, 1867. 



^Te^riv^ 



100 

It is not in order to discuss a measure not before the 
House. 

Cf . Redistribution of Seats BiU. 

Mr. Ear referred to the Irish Heform Bill, and expressed dissatia* 
faction at the proyisions thereof. 

Mr. Speaker said the hon. member was not in order in discussini^ 
the Reform Bill for Ireland, as that measure was not before tlM 
House. 

Vol. 183, p. 918.— Monday, March 14, 1866. 



It is not in order to attempt to raise a discussion on a 
matter not then down for discussion. 

Proclamations in Ireland. Question. 

Mr. Scully asked, why the Secretary for Ireland would not allow 
him to move for a return, and was making remarks. 

Mr. Speaker informed the hon. member that he was not in order 
in attempting to raise a discussion on a matter not standing for dis- 
cussion at that moment. 

Vol. 168.— Friday, July 18, 1862. 



Reference to proceedings of Committees and Select Com- 
mittees now sitting. 

It is irregular in the House to reply to a speech made 
in Committee. 

Bounty to Seamen. Explanation. 

Sir John Pakington was referring to what had fallen from the 
Secretary to the Admiralty when in Committee of Supply (Navy 
Estimates). 

Mr. Speaker said the House permitted great latitude of discussion 
on the motion for going into Committee of Supply, but the right 
hon. gentleman was even going beyond that latitude when he rephed 
in the House to a speech made in Committee. 

Vol. 154, pp. 983-85.— Monday, July 11, 1859. 
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It is not in order to refer to a report not at present 
before the House. 

Mr. Bowyer, making a statement on the part of a person, which 
appeared to be in contradiction to the report of a Committee. 

Mr. Speaker said— "It certainly would not be regular for hon. 
Biembers to refer to a report which was not at present before the 
House, and the contents of which could not, therefore, be accurately 
known." 

Vol. 146, p. 1673.— Thursday, July 16, 1867. 



Evidence : Quotation of. 
Evidence not reported to the House may not be quoted. 

The Clothing Establishment at Weedon. Commission moved for. 

Col. Boldero was about to quote evidence, when Mr. T. G. Baring 
rose to order. 

Hr. Speaker said that it was not regular to quote evidence which 
had not been reported to the House. 

Vol. 151. -Monday, June 28, 1858. 

Debate : Order in. Select Committee : Report. 

It is iiTegular to refer to the report of a Select Com- 
mittee before it is laid upon the table. 

Packet and Telegraphic Contracts. Resolution. 
Mr. Laing referred to the report of the Select Committee. 
Mr. J>ygon rose to order. 

Mr. Speaker said the hon. member was not regular in referring to 
the report before it was laid upon the table 

Vol. 157, pp. 1368-9. -Tuesday, March 27, 1860. 

It is not in order to refer to what has taken place in a 

Committee before it has been reported to the House. 

Cf. European Forces India Bill. 

Vol. 159, p. 813.— Thursday, June 21, 1860. 
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It is not in order to comment upon evidence taken 
before a Select Committee before the Committee has re- 
ported to the House. 

Cf. Navy. Iron Clad Fleet. Resolution. 

Vol. 193, pp. 1124-5.— Monday, July 13, 1868. 

It is not in order to refer to proceedings of a Committee 
now sitting. 

Elections (Wales). Resolutions. 

An ton. member referred to certain facts brought before a Com- 
mittee now sitting. 
Objection taken. 
Mr Speaker 'said the hon. member was not in order in making the 

Vol. 197, pp. 1321-22.— Tuesday, July 6, 1869. 



Irrelevant matters may not he introduced. 

When the House is engaged on a particular Vote, e.y., 
a pension, it is irregular to introduce irrelevant questions, 
such as are allowed, on motion to go into Committee of 
Supply. 

On the report of a Committee of the whole House for a })ension 
to General Havelock, Sir John Pakington proceeded to ask questions 
on matters not relevant to the subject under discussion. 

Mr. Speaker pointed out, on Mr. "Willoughby rising to order, t6at 
it would not be in accordance with the rules of the House to take 
such a course, and further added — " When a motion is made for the 
House to go into a Committee of Supply, general observations may 
be made and questions asked. According to the strict rules of the 
House on a distinct vote, to introduce irrelevant questions would 
not be in accordance with the general course of our proceedings.". 

Vol. 148, pp. 410.18.— Wednesday, December 9, 1857* 
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Observations must be confined to the matter before the 
House. 

Conveyance of Voters Bill. Second reading. 

Mr. Headlam was making observations on the ministerial scheme 
of reform, when — 

Mr. Speaker — '* I do not think that the observations of the hon. 
and learned member, as far as I can \inderstand them, have reference 
to the Bill now before the House." 

Mr. Headlam, in continuation, was travelling beyond the question, 
when an hon. member rose to order, and — 

Mr. Speaker again cautioned the hon. member that his course was 
not in accordance with the regular practice of the House. 

Vol. 152, p. 1158.— Wednesday, March 2, 1869. 



. On motion of specific character, irrevelant topics may 
not be introduced. 

Navy (Gun and Mortar Boats). Returns moved for. 

Sir Charles Napier moved for certain returns, and in the course of 
his speech referred to the manning of the navy and the commission 
thereon. 

Mr. Speaker said he must remind the hon. and gallant admiral 

that the question before the House was, whether a return should be 

ordered oi names of the gun and mortar vessels which had been 

' constructed with short bolts, and not as to the manning of the navy 

• generally. 

Vol. 158, pp. 1308-11.— Tuesday, May 15, 1860. 



On a Motion for suspension of the Orders of the Day, 
it is not in order to discuss foreign matter. 

On a motion for the suspension of the Orders of the Day, to enable 
the House to hold morning sittings, and the conduct of the Mayor of 
Cork having been referred to, and Mr. Dawson Damer proposing to 
continue the subject, 

Mr. Speaker intimated that there was no question before the House 
which would entitle hon. members to discuss any Irish question. The 
sole question before the House was whether or not the motion of the 
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right hon. gentleman, with respect to the suspension of the Orders 
of the Day, for the purpose of enabling the House to hold morning 
sittings, should be a^-eed to. 

Vol. 196, pp. 1975-1981.— Friday, April 30, 1869. 



Observations must be confined to the subject-matter 
before the House. 

Gf. Vol. 160, pp. 1601-2. East India Loan BiU. Monday, Au- 
gust 20, 1860. 

Of. Vol. 160, p. 1788. Friday, August 24, 1860, Friday evening 
debates. 

Debate : Order in. Latitude. 

An amendment baving been moved to the question 
" That Mr. Speaker do now leave the chair," the debate 
must be limited to the subject of the amendment. 

Educational Estimates. Resolution. 

On the motion *'That Mr. Speaker leave the chair," amendment 
proposed by Mr. Dillwyn to strike out all the words after " That" 
witti a view to insert other words. 

Mr. Bemal Osborne wished to make some observations on the 
volimteer inspections. 

Mr. Speaker said the hofn. gentleman was out of order. 

Vol. 164, pp. 294-302— Thursday, July 4, 1861. 



Debate : Order in. Latitude in Argument. 

A member ruled not in order in discussing the question 

of costs (which had already been incidentally discussed in 

that debate, and which there would be other opportunities 

of discussing) on a resolution relating to ad valorem fees. 

Private Bills. Resolutions. 

Question — ^Whether there should be ad valorem fees. 

Debate. 

Sir George Bowyer raised the question of costs. 
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Mr. Speaker, interpoeing, invited the hon. baronet's attention to 
the question before the House, namely, whether there i^ould be ad 
valorem fees. The question of costs had already been incidentally 
discussed that evening, and there would be other opportunities of 
discussing it ; but the non. baronet was not in order in discussing it 
upon the present resolution. 

Vol. 173, p. 671.-— Tuesday, February 16, 1864. 



Debate \ Order in. Irrelevant Matter. 

Cf. Union Chargeability Bill. 

Vol. 179, p. 342.— Monday, May 15, 1866. 
Cf. O'SulUvan's BisabiUty Bill. 

Vol. 196, p. 681.— Tuesday, May 11, 1869. 



Debate. Relevancy to Question. 

It is not in order to discuss matter irrelevant to the 
subject. 

Conwlidated Fund (Appropriation) Bill. Third reading. 

Mr. Scully was discussing the tenure of land. 

Mr. Speaker — " I do not think that the subject matter under dis- 
cussion now — ^the tenure of land— can be said to relate to the third 
reading of the Appropriation Bill; therefore to pursue this discussion 
further would be out of order." 

Vol. 180, p. 836.— Monday, June 26, 1865. 

Debate : Order in Relevancy of Debate. 
An hon. member must limit himself to the question. 

Parliament — Exclusion of the Reportei's. Observations. 

On Mr. Forster's motion for leave to bring in a Bill to repeal the 
Contagious Diseases Act, Mr. Speaker had been called upon to enforce 
the rule which forbids the presence of strangers at the debates of the 
House. 

Mr. Henley gave notice — ** To call the attention of the House to 
the rule or practice of ordering strangers to withdraw, and the effect 
thereof,*' and was proceeding to point out the nature of the Acts 
proi>osed to be repealed. 
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Mr. Speaker called the hon. member* s attention to the notice he 
had given, and added — " Now, it is perfectly competent to the right 
hon. gentleman to point out that he thinks the subject on which the 
right of excluding strangers was exercised a very important one, but 
i think he is not in order in entering into the details of that subject." 

Vol. 201, pp. 1640-3.— Monday, May 30, 1870. 

Cf. Elementary Educjition Bill. Lords' amendinents. 

Amendment in respect of the ballot at elections fir school boards. 

An hon. member was discussing the measure, when — 

Mr. Speaker said this was not the occasion for a discussion on the 
measure. 

Vol. 203, p. 1560.— Thursday, August 4, 1870. 



Debate : Order in. Relevancy of Discussion. 

On a Bill for a limited object other matter should not 
be Imported into the debate. 

Prayer Book (Tables of Lessons) Bill. Committee. Order for 
committee read. 

Mr. Buxton introduced the question of certain alterations in the 
rubric of subject. 

Mr. Speaker doubted whether so wide a field of subject ought to 
be introduced in a discussion on a Bill for a limited object. 

VoL 206, pp. 1458-9. -Monday, April 20, 1871. 

Debate : Order in. Relevancy to Question, 

Cf , Local and Personal Acts (Ireland) Bill. 

Vol. 207, p. 1641.— Wednesday, JiUy 12, 1871. 

No new motion can be put from the chair so long as 
there is an original motion and an amendment before the 
House not disposed of. 

Supply. Order for committee read. Motion made and question 
proposed, " That Mr. Speaker do now leave the chair." 

Sir De Lacey Evans submitted another resolution in the form of 
an amendment. 

Debate thereupon. 
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Sir Charles Napier moved for an address to Her Majesty on Green- 
wich Hospital. 

Mr. Speaker said he must remind the hon. and gallant memher 
that there was already an original motion and an amendment before 
the House, and therefore till one or the other was disposed of his 
motion could not be put. 

Vol. 165, pp. 391-419.— Monday, July 26, 1869. 

Debate: Order in. Introduction of Fresh Topic. 

A question already before the House must be disposed 
of before an hon. member can proceed with his notice. 

Hoyal Dockyards Commission. The Report. Resolution. 

Mr. Lindsay proposed an amendment. 

Question proposed, ^* That the words proposed to be left out stand 
part of the question.*' 

Sir Frederic Smith said he wished to call attention to a matter of 
local and departmental importance 

Mr. Speaker said there was a question already before the House, 
which must be disposed of before the hon. and gallant member could 
proceed with his notice. 

Vol. 173, pp. 1073-7.--Thur6day, February 25, 1864. 

A member must conclude with a motion. 

Army. Regimental Quartermaster. Observations. 
Captain Leicester Vernon having addressed the House, Mr. Speaker 
inquired whether the hon. and gaJlant member had not a motion to 
submit to the House, and the reply being in the negative, 

Mr. Speaker said it was irregular on the part of the hon. and 
gallant member and contrary to the rules oi the House to make a 
speech and not to conclude with a motion. 

Vol. 154, pp. 677-8.— Tuesday, July 6, 1859. 

See also pp. 437 and 482. 

No statement can be made unless concluded by a 
motion. 

Case of James Caulfield. Observations. 

Mr. John Locke rose to call attention to the above, and made a 
statement. 
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Mr. Speaker said he must remind the hon. member that he could 
not make a statement unless he intended to conclude with a motion. 

Mr. John Locke said he would then conclude by moving for a 
Select Committee. 

House counted out. 

Vol. 155, pp. 1274-6.— Tuesday, August 9, 1869. 

See also Organisation of the Indian Army. 

Vol. 166, p. 37. -Tuesday, July 19, 1869. 



A member, if he addresses the House, must conclude 
with a motion. 

Annexation of Savoy and Nice to France. 

Mr. Kinglake addressed the House. 

Mr. Speaker said the hon. gentleman, not having concluded with 
a motion, his proceeding was extremely irregular. 

Mr. Kinglake — " I beg to move the adjournment of the House." 
Vol. 167, pp. 344-6.— Monday, March 12, 1860. 

Debate on the Church Hates Bill. Observations. 

Mr. Stuart Wortley referred at some length to a report of a debate 
in the Timesy which was full of error. 

Mr. Speaker — " Unless the right hon. gentleman is going to con- 
clude with some motion, the course he is now pursuing is irregular." 

Mr. Stuart Wortley said he would conclude with the motion that 
the House do now adjourn. 

Mr. Speaker — " Unless the hon. gentleman proposes to conclude 
with some motion referring to the matter which he has introduced to 
the House, he does not amend the irregularity of this course of 
procedure by moving the adjournment of the House. Unless the 
hon. gentleman desires to propose a substantive motion referring to 
the matter which he has mentioned, the course he is now pursuing 
is irregular." 

Motion by leave withdrawn. 

Vol. 153, pp. 243-6. -Thursday, March 17, 1859. 



A proceeding which does not conclude with a motion 
is irregular. 

Death of Lieutenant TinUng. 
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Colonel Sykes having made observations, and sitting down, 
Mr. Speaker said if the hon. and gallant member did not conclude 
with a motion, the whole proceeding was irregular. 

Vol. 172, pp. Il67-I169.-Tue8day, July 21, 1863. 



Debate : Order in. Interruptions. 

An hon. member must not interpose remarks. 

Cf. The Derryveagh Evictions. 

Yol. 163, p. 1605.— Monday, June 24, 1861. 

A member cannot -reply to observations in a speech 
concluded if another member is in possession of the chair. 

Church Rates Abolition Bill. Committee. Order tor committee 
read. 

Sir John Trelawny moved the House into Committee. 

Mr. Packe spoke and made some observations, at the close of 
which — 

Mr. Newdegate rose to move an amendment. 

Sir John Trelawny rose to order, and wished to know whether he 
was not at liberty to make some observations in reply to the speech 
of the hon. gentleman who had just resumed his seat. 

Mr. Speaker said that the hon. member for North Warwickshire 
was in possession of the House. 

Vol. 167, p. 1419-21.— Wednesday, March 28, I860. 

It is irregidar to interrupt an hon. member for purposes 
of explanation. 

Cf . Law of Landlord and Tenant in Ireland. 

Vol. 178, p. 619.— Friday, March 31, 1865. 

Interruption for Explanation. 

Attorneys', &c.. Certificate Duty. Resolution. 

Vol. 179, p. 672.— Friday, May 19, 1865. 
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DIVISIONS. 



A Member's Vote must be recorded according to the 
Division Lobby into which he has gone. 

Paper Duty Repeal Bill. Third Beadiag. Question put. House 
divided. 

Notice taken that Mr. Ingram, one of the members for Boston, 
had been in the division lobby with the Noes, and having passed the 
Division Clerks had avoided being counted by the teller, whereupon 
the Speaker directed the hon. member for Boston to come to the 
table ; and Mr. Ingram, being come to the table, stated that he had 
gone into the lobby with the Noes by mistake. 

Mr. Speaker accordingly directed his vote to be added to the Noes. 

Vol. 168, p. 967.— Tuesday, May 8, 1860. 

When no voice is given in the negative no Division can 
take place. 

The Derryveagh Evictions. Question — " That the words proposed 
to be left out stand part of the question." Put and agreed to. 

Mr. Speaker having put the question declared die amendment 
negatived. 

Mr. Butt said the Noes have it. 

Mr. Speaker observed that as no hon. member had given his voice 
in the negative when the question was put, there could not exist any 
doubt as to the decision of the House, and there was nothing to divide 
upon. 

Vol. 163, p. 1514.— Monday, June 24, 1861. 

An hon. member's name will be added to the list if in 
the lobby, although the tellers have left their places. 

Burial and Cemetery Acts. Main question put. The House 
divided. 

Mr. Brand, addressing Mr. Speaker, said he had to rei>ort that 
though the hon. member for Dimgarvan was in the lobby vdth the 
Ayes he had not been counted, not having passed through before the 
tdlers left their places. 
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Mr. Speaker — " Was the hon. member in the lobby intending to 

vote ?" 

Mr. Maguire — " I was, sir." 

Mr. Speaker — ** Did the hon, member hear the question put ?'' 
Mr. Maguire—" I did, sir; and I intended to vote with the Ayes." 
Mr. Speaker — *' The name of the hon. member must be added to 

the names of those who voted for the motion." 

Vol. 164, p. 210.— Tuesday, July 2, 1861. 



Attempt to force a Division. 

An hon. member challenging the Speaker's decision 
must vote accordingly. 

On the Representation of the People Bill and Redistribution of 
Seats Bill. 

Mr. Speaker having put the question, and having declared the 
Ayes to have it, some member cried, " The Noes have it," where- 
upon Mr. Speaker again put the question and declared the Ayes to 
have it. 

Mr. Speaker subsequently stated for the information of the hon. 
member — That any gentleman who has just given his voice with the 
Ayes, and then said that the Noes had it in order to force a division, 
does an irregular and unparliamentary thing. And anybody who has 
given his voice with the Ayes, when the Speaker in conformity with 
that has declared the Ayes have it, challenges that decision of the 
Speaker and says the Noes have it, would have to vote with the 
Noes. 

Vol. 183, p. 1219.— Monday, June 4, 1866. 



A Division of the House cannot override a Standing 
Order. 

Affirmations Bill. Second reading. Order for second reading 
read. Debate. 

Mr. Crawford mo red the adjournment of the debate, it being 
within a minute of a quarter to six, at which hour all debates or 
opposed matters must cease on "Wednesday. 

House divided — Ayes, 60 ; Noes, 183. 
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Mr. Speaker said that the House, hy the division just taken, had 
expressed an opinion that the dehate should not be adjourned, but 
there was a Standing Order more imperative which directed that at 
that hour any business under discussion should stand adjourned. 

Whereupon it being a quarter of an hour before six of the clock, 
Mr. Speaker adjourned the debate till to-morrow. 

Vol. 181, p. 1940.— Wednesday, March 13, 1861. 



DOCUMENTS. 



Documents : Quoted^ not necessarily Public. 

Documents relating to public affairs, if quoted by 
Ministers may be ordered to be laid on the table, but a 
distinction is sometimes allowed. 

The Leeds Registrarship question. 

Mr. Ferrand asked if the Attorney- General would lay on the table 
the written statement from which on a previous night he had read, 
together with other letters then read. 

Objection taken by the Attorney-General that they were documents 
simply intended to fumiah the Attorney-General with necessary 
information, and that such had never been treated as of a public 
nature. And he must decline on his own responsibility to treat them 
as public documents. 

In reply to a question whether it is competent for a Minister of the 
Crown to quote letters and papers which he is not prepared to lay on 
th6 table, 

Mr. Speaker -" Public despatches, and papers relating to public 
affairs, if read and quoted by Ministers, may be called for to be laid 
on the table. But the 'Attorney -General has stated the distinction 
which he draws in this case, and which distinction certainly appears 
to me to be a just one." 

Vol. 179, pp. 489-90.— Thursday, March 18, 1865. 
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A document not yet laid before the House cannot be 
accepted as authentic. 

Ireland Dublin Election. 

Mr. O'Eeilly was proceeding to quote from the judgment of Mi*. 
Eeogh. 

Objection taken that the judgment was not before the House. 

Mr. Speaker said that the document from which the hon. gentle- 
man had been quoting could not be accepted as an authentic record. 

Vol. 195, pp. 6273-3. -Tuesday, April 20, 1869. 

It is competent to state the contents of documents 
which are going to be produced. 

American Cruisers and British Merchantmen. 

Mr. Layard was about to quote from documents. 

Mr. H. Baillie rose to order, on the ground that the hon. gentle- 
man could not read documents which have been mdved for and not 
produced. 

Mr. Speaker—" The hon. gentleman can state the contents of the 
documents which the Government is going to produce." 

Vol. 170, pp. 689-90.— Thursday, April 23, 1863. 

Despatches should be laid on the table before they are 
quoted from. 

Denmark and Germany. Vote of censure. Resolution. 

Despatches referred to by Mr. Layard. Objection taken that they 
were not on the table. 

Mr. Speaker — " The despatches should be laid on the table before 
the hon. gentleman can quote from them.'* 

Vol. 176, p. 962.— Thursday, July 7, 1864. 

The production of a document in debate is not against 

the i*ules of the House, and such document may be called 

for and made a public document. 

Eiots at !l^elfdst. The Royal Commission. Party processions 
(Ireland). Question. 
Sir R. Peel proposing to read the opinion of the Attorney-General 
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for Ireland, Sir Hugh Cairns rose to order, that the House should 
hear the statement of facts on which the opinion was based ; and 
Mr. Whiteside rose to order, on the ground fiiat the opinions of the 
law officers of the Crown givp.n to the Crown were private com- 
munications, which were not given to the House by the Government. 
Mr. Speaker ruled that the orders of the House were not in any 
way involved in the proceeding, and that if a document is read iit 
this House it may \>a called for and made a public document, but its 
production in this debate is not against the rules of the House. 

Vol. 177, pp. 363-o6.--Friday, February 17, 1866. 

iSlatement uithout notice. Papers by command. 

When laying Papers upon the table by command, a 
distinction is caused as to the necessity of giving notice ; 
but by moving the Papers lie on the table, a debate may 
ensue. 

Endow^jients for Education. Minute of Council. 

Mr. Bruce, in laying papers on the table, made an explanatory 
statement. 

Objection taken that no notice had been given. 

Mr. Speaker said the fact that the Paper was laid on the table of 
the House by command caused a distinction as to the necessity of 
giving notice. And subsequently — If the right hon. gentleman 
concluded with a motion that the Papers should lie upon the table 
'of the House, the subject would be open for debate. 

Vol. 178, pp. 1635-37.— Friday, May 6, 1865. 



ELECTION. 



Amendment of Writ of Return, 

An error in the return to a writ for election may be 
amended on a statement being made. 
"Worcester County (Eastern Division) "Writ. 
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Mr. Speaker called the attention of the House to the Return to a 
Writ for the election of a member to serve in this present Parliament, 
for the vEastem Division of the County of Worcester, by which it 
appeared that the member had been returned for the County of 
Worcester instead of the " Eastern Division of the said County." 

An hon. member, an elector for the Eastern Division of the County 
of Worcester, stated of his own personal knowledge that the member 
had been returned for the Eastern Division of the County of 
Worcester, and not for the whole County, as erroneously stated in 
the return. 

Mr. Speaker informed the House that there appeared upon the 
Journals of the House an exactly similar case with respect to the 
election in the Southern Division of the County of Northampton in 
February, 1846, and that upon that occasion, upon a statement being 
made precisely to the same effect as that which had been now made, 
the Clerk of the Crown had been called in, and directed by the House 
to amend the return at the table. 

Motion made, and question put — " That the Clerk of the Crown be 
called in and directed to amend the return." The same was agreed 
to. The Clerk of the Crown attended and altered the said return 
accordingly. 

Vol. 152, pp. 865-56.--Friday, February 25, 1859. 



INSTRUCTIONS TO COMMITTEES. 



Notice. 

Notice must be given of an instruction to a Committee. 

Factory Acts Extension Bill. 

Committee. Order for Committee read. 

Mr. Bagwell moved an instruction to the Committee. 

Mr. Speaker said that the instruction suggested by the hon. 
member was not one that could be sent to the Committee, as the 
hon. member had not given notice of it. He must therefore request 
the hon. member to withdraw it. 

Vol. 175, pp. 1939-40.-- Friday, June 17, 1864. 
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Instructions to Committee : Nature of. 

An instruction to the Committee is not of the nature 
of an amendment, and therefore amendments to the 
motion for going into Committee are not interfered with 
by the instruction. 

Redistribution of Seats Bill. 

On second reading an instruction moved. 

Question put to Mr. Speaker as to position of amendments on the 
question "That Mr. Speaker do now leave the chair." 

Mr. Speaker said that an instruction to the Committee was not in 
the nature of an amendment to tiie motion for going into Committee, 
and therefore amendments on that motion had not been interfered 
with by the instruction. 

Vol. 183, pp. 920-1.— Monday, May 14, 1866. 



Bills : Committees on^ Instructions to. 

No instruction can be given to a Committee to do that 
ifdiich they have already the power to do. Nor can an 
instruction be given to a Committee to deal with a question 
beyond the limits of the Bill. Nor may an instruction be 
mandatory in form, the intentions of an instruction being 
to give a Committee power to do a certain thing if they 
think proper, not to command them to do it. Nor may 
an instruction authoritatively direct the adoption of a 
clause, when such clause may be moved in Committee. 
Nor is it competent to move an instruction to a Committee 
giving conditional power. Nor is it necessary for resolu- 
ions of a Committee of the whole House agreed to and 
ireported to be embodied in an instruction to a Com- 
mittee to be inserted in the Bill. Nor may an instruction 
2to. a Committee be of such a character as in effect to pass 
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over preliminary stages which the House has thought 
essential in regard to certain matters. 

Representation of the People Bill. 

Cf . Several decisions of Mr. Speaker to the above effect on 
sundry questions proposed by hon. members. 

Vol. 168, pp. 1952, 1964, 1966, 1957, 1969, 1961, 1970,. 1974, 
1988.-Monday, March 4, 1860. 



Instructions to Committees : Objects of. 

An instruction is given to the Committee to confer on 
it that power which without the instruction it would not 
have. 

Union ChargeabiUty Bill Committee. Order for Committee read. 

Mr. Bentinck moved — "That it be an instruction to the Committee, 
with a view to rendering the working of the system of union charge- 
ability more just and equal, that they have power to facilitate, in 
Certain cases, the alteration of the limits of existing unions." 

Objection taken that under the Poor Law Board Act there was 
power so to do, and therefore the instruction was not necessary. 

Mr. Speaker — *' 'I'he right hon. gentleman considers the instruction 
unnecessary because the Poor Law Board have now the power of 
altering the boundary of unions. But the question is not as to 
whether the Poor Law Board has the power, but whether the Com- 
mittee on this Bill would have power, without the instruction, to do 
so. and, in my opinion, the Committee would not have that power, 
because the subject matter would not be relevant to the subject 
matter of the Bill. Therefore the right hon. gentleman (the member 
for Norfolk) is in order, and rightly has precedence with his motion, 
because an instruction is not of the nature of an amendment, but a 
snbstantivo motion.** 

Vol. 179, p. I16.-Thur8day, May 11, 1865. 

It is contrary to rule to instruct a Committee to do that 

which it has power to do. 

' County Voters (Scotland) Bill Committee. 
Order for Committee read. 
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Motion made and question proposed ^' Th&t Mr. Speaker do now 
leave the chair." 

Mr. Mure begged to move that it be an instruction to the Committee 
to make the rules and regulations contained therein conformable 
with those of the Act 19 and 20 Vict., c. 68, in so far as they are 
applicable to counties. 

Mr. Speaker said — '* It would be^ competent to the Committee to do 
that which the hon. and learned gentleman desiped to do without an 
instruction, and that being so it was contrary to rule that any formal 
instruction should be carried." 

Vol. 163, pp. 697-8.— Wednesday, Juno 6, 1861. 

A proposed instruction to a Committee giving powers 
already possessed is not in order. 

Irish Church Bill Committee. 

Order for Corimiittee read. 

Mr. Sinclair moved an instruction. 

Mr. Speaker ruled the instruction is not in order for this reason — 
** That the Committee already possesses the power he proposes to give 
it by the instruction. In order to prevent the necessity of special 
instructions to Committees a Standing Order was passed in 1854, that 
all Committees should have the power to make such amendments as 
they deem fit in Bills, provided they are relevant to the subject of 
the Bill." 

Vol. 195, p. 847. -Thursday, April 15, 1869. 

An instruction to a Committee giving it powers it 

already possesses is out of order. 

Election (Parliamentary and Municipal) Bill. 

Vol. 207, pp. 401-2.— Thursday, June 22, 1871. 

Instruction to Committee, 

On the Motion that Mr. Speaker do now leave the 

Chair, an instruction to the Committee may be moved as 

an Amendment. 

Joint Stock Banking Companies BiU. Committee. Order for 
Committee read. 
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Motion made, and question proposed — " That Mr. Speaker do now 
leave the chair." 

Mr. "Wilson said that he rose to move that it be an instruction to 
the Committee, but — 

Mr. Walpole, as a point of order, objected that the hon. gentle- 
man was too late after the motion for going into Committee had been 
moved and decided. 

Mr. Speaker said he was of opinion that the hon. gentlemen could 
move his instruction as an amendment to the motion that "the 
Speaker do now leave the chair.'* 

Mr. Speaker, at a subsequent stage, said - " The rule referred to 
pointed out to members the most convenient course in moving the 
instruction ; that the instruction should be moved before the motion 
that the Speaker do leave the chair ; but, as that stage had been 
passed, it was not contrary to order to move the instruction as an 
amendment." 

Vol. loO, pp. 1503-1605.— Tuesday, July 6, 1858. 

Order of Business : Precedence of Motion. 

On the order for going into Committee on a Bill being 
read, if a member moves an instruction to the Committee, 
that motion precedes the question that the Speaker 
leaves the chair, and has priority over such a motion, as 
that the House go into Committee this day six months, 
although notice of this latter has been given earlier in the 
evening. 

Galway Freemen Disfranchisement Bill. Order for Committee 
read. Mr. Walpole moved an instruction to the Committee. Colonel 
Ffrench having given notice in the course of the evening of an 
amendment that the Bill be committed that day six months. 

Mr Speaker said that before he proceeded to put the question, he 
desired to state why it was that the motion of the right hon. gentle- 
man, the Secretary for the Home Department, properly took pre- 
cedence of that of the hon. and gallant member for Boscommon 
(although that hon. and gallant member had given notice of his 
motion in the early part of the evening). An instruction to a Com- 
mittee was not in the nature of an amendment, and properly pre- 
ceded the question, that the Speaker do leave the chair, and if the 
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ixutmctian npon the present occasian, should either be accepted or * 
rejected hy the House, the hon. and gallant member for Rosoommon 
would equally have an opportunity qf malring his motion ux>on the 
question that the Speaker do now leave the chair. But if the other 
course were passed, and the hon. and gallant member's motion were 
rejected, there would be no opportunity afforded to the right hon. 
gentleman, the Secretary for the Home Department, to move his 
instruction to the Committee. 

Vol. 149, pp. 1406-18.~Tueaday, April 20, 1858. 

Preeedefice. 

An Instruction to a Committee is not an amendment, 
but a substantive motion, and has precedence of the 
motion that the Speaker do now leave the chair. 

Union Chargeability Bill. Committee. Order for Committee 
read. Instruction moved. 

Mr. Speaker ruled the right hon. gentleman was in order, and had 
precedence, because an instruction is not of the nature of an amend- 
ment, but a substantive motion. If it had been moved on the 
motion that I do now leave the chair then an instruction would 
become an amendment. The motion would be that all the words 
after " that" be left out for the purpose of inserting the words of 
instruction. If the amendment were carried the motion that I do 
now leave the chair would be put an 6nd to, and the Committee 
could not proceed with the Bill. But the hon. gentleman wishes that 
the Committee should proceed with the Bill, and that its powers 
should be enlarged ; therefore it is right that an instruction should 
have precedence of any amendment of which notice has been given. 

Vol. 179, pp. 116-7— Thursday, May 11, 1865. 

Instructions to Committees : When received. 

An instruction to a Committee must be moved before 
the motion that the Speaker leave the chair. 

County Voters (Scotland) Bill Committee. 
Order for Committee read, &c., &c. Fide supra. 
Mr. Mure moved an instruction. 

Mr. Speaker—** The resolution should have been moved before the 
motion that the Speaker do leave the chair, because it was now an 
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amrnidiTient upon the motion, and would thu8» if suocessfoli supersede 
the yery Committee which it was the purpose of the hon. and learned 
gentleman to instruct.'* 

Vol. 163, pp. 6978.— Wednesday, June 6, 1861. 



Instructions to a Committee : Time /or objecting to. 

Objections to an Instruction must be urged when the 
Instructions are under discussion. 

Hepresentation of the People (Scotland) Bill : 

An instruction to the Committee having been moved, 

Sir George Bowyer objected to the instruction. 

Mr. Speller said that if the hon. member had any objections to 
the instruction to the Committee, that the proper time to have brought 
them forward was when the instruction was under discussion. The 
House had passed the instruction, and it was now too late to discuss 
the point of order. 

Vol. 192, pp. 468-469.— Monday, May 18, 1868. 



Bills : Continuance Bills — Instructions to Committees on. 

Where a Bill is simply a Continuance Bill of an Act 
now in force, it is not competent for the Committee to 
introduce a clause of a different nature to the simple 
scope of such Bill, but it may be an instruction to the 
Committee to introduce such a clause. 

Poor Law Board Continuance Bill. Committee. Order for Com- 
mittee read. 

Lord Edward Howard moved an amendment, viz., an instruction 
to the Committee to introduce clauses of a creed register, &c. 

Mr. Speaker is asked whether such an instruction is in order, 
cm the ground that either the Committee have the power already, or 
that the matter is foreign to the object of the Bill. 

Mr. Speaker said- *• Whether on a Continuance Bill it was a con- 
venient occasion to introduce such an instruction was an entirely 
different question, but in point of form he did not think that the 
noble lord was out of order." 
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In reply to a further point, Mr. Speaker decided it would not be 
competent for the Committee to introduce such a clause without a 
special instruction. 

Vol. 159, pp. 1912, 1924.— Friday, July 13, 1860. 

Bills relating to Trade : Instructions to Committee. 
It is not competent by an instruction to the Committee 
on a Trades Bill to extend the operation of the Bill to other 

trades. This must be done by a preliminary Committee. 

Sale of Spirits Bill. Committee. Order for Committee read. 

Mr. W. E. Forster said that before the House went into Committee 
he wished to move, ** That it be an instruction to the Committee 
that they have power to extend the operation of the Bill and of the 
Act thereby amended to the sale of beer, wine, and cider." 

Objection taken by Sir George Grey that the rules of the House 
require that any legislation a]lecting trade should originate in a 
Oonmiittee of the whole House. 

Mr. Speaker said that with reference to the point of order raised 
by the right honorable gentleman the Secretary of State, the necessity 
for an instruction arose from the Acts relating to spirits being con- 
sidered to be quite a distinct class of themselves; and therefore 
dealing with beer, cider, and wine would be dealing with different 
trades. As the House could not deal without a preliminary Com- 
mittee, if they proposed to deal with them by an instruction they 
would pass by a stage which in due order and course ought first to 
have been gone through ; and the instruction would deal with matters 
which by the rules of the House ought first to have been dealt with 
in Committee of the whole House. For these reasons the objection 
to the proposed mode of proceeding woidd, if pressed, hold good. 

Motion, by leave, withdrawn. 

Vol. 167, pp. 696-700.— Wednesday, June 18, 1862. 

Instruction to Committee : No reply to motion for. 
An hon. member who has moved an instruction to a 
Committee is not entitled to a reply. 

Tests Abolition (Oxford) Bill. 

Vol. 186, p. Ii43.— Wednesday, April 10, 1867. 
Of. Naval Arsenals. 

Vol. 191, p. 2030.— Friday, May 8. 1868. 
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MEMBERS. SEATS. 



Taking of Seat is Privilege. 

The taking of his seat by an hon. member is matter of 

priyilege, and ought not to be interrupted by any discus- 

«ion whatever. 

The Baron de Rothschild coming to the table on the occasion of 
taking his seat, Mr. Warren rose to order, when the Speaker imme- 
diately called tiie hon. member to order, and remarked as above. 

Vol. 151, p. 2 106. -Monday, July 26, 1868. 



MEMBERS. PERSONAL INTEREST. 



Member's vote. 

An hon. member is only debarred from voting on a 
question in which he is pecuniarily interested, though 
there may be questions when it is becoming for a member 
to withdraw before the division. 

M. Mazzini — The Greco conspiracy. 

Mr. Darby Griffith asked Mr. Speaker if it was in accordance with 
the usages of the Houde for an hon. member to vote on a question 
where he was personally interested. 

Mr. Speaker said that no doubt tKe rule was that no member could 
vote on a question in which he was pecuniarily interested ; and also 
there were occasions when it was becoming lor a member to leave 
the House before the division, although there was no positive charge 
against him. The vote of the previous evening, however, was whether 
or not certain matters did not require the serious consideration of the 
House, and it could not be said on any interpretation of the rules of 
the House that the hon. member for Halifax ought not to have voted 
on that question. 

>Vol. 174, pp. 339-40.— Friday, March 18, 1864. 
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Member's Personal Interest, 

A member may not vote, but it is not absolutely out 
of order for a member to take part in a discussion where 
his personal interest is inWyed. 

Yale of UangoUen Bailway. Lords' amendment. 

Order for considering the Lords' amendment read. 

Mr. WhaUey moved an amendment. 

In reply to Lord Robert Cecil, who raised the question of personal 
interest, and asked if it was competent for the hon. member to make 
a motion in such a case — 

Mr. Speaker said there certainly was a rule of the House by virtue 
of which the hon. member for Peterborough could not vote upon a 
subject in which he was personally interested ; and he had received 
an intimation from the hon. member that it was not his intention to 
vote upon the question. There was also a rule that members could 
not present petitions from themselves to that House, and it was 
certainly not at all in the ordinary course of proceeding that a matter 
of immediate x>ersonal interest should be conducted by the hon. 
member actually interested ; but, with the reservation of not voting, 
he could not say there was anything absolutely out of order in the 
course taken by the hon. member for Peterborough. 

Vol. 155, pp. 469-60.— Tuesday, July 25, 1859. 



MOTIONS. 



Motions cannot he introduced out of due course. 
Oh days on which orders have precedence over motions 
a motion cannot be taken before the orders, unless with 
the consent of the House ; nor can a motion be considered 
as a matter of privilege, and precedence claimed for it 
on that ground which goes to suspend a privilege and not 
to enforce one. 
Mr. T. Buncombe being desiroiiis to move, before the orders had 
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been disposed of — ^ That when a seat had been declared void by an 
Election Committee no motion for a new writ should be issued with- 
out seven days' previous notice," 

Mr. Speaker ruled that the hon. member was not entitled to claim, 
as a matter of privilege, to introduce the motion out of due course. 
The issue of a writ is a matter of privilege, because it is one of the 
duties of the House to see that its numbers are complete ; but this 
motion goes to suspend a privilege, not to enforce one ; and prece- 
dence cannot, therefore, be properly claimed for it. It ought rather 
to be made in due course, and with due notice. It is, therefore, 
Entirely at the pleasure of the House whether this motion shall be 
made at the present time. 

Vol. 146, pp. 769-770.— Thursday, July 2, 1857. 

Vote of Thanks, Precedence of Motion, 

A motion for a vote of thanks has precedence of any 
business. 

Lord Palmerston having risen to propose the vote of thanks which 
stood in his name upon the paper, 

Mr. Disraeli appealed to Mr. Speaker whether upon an order night 
it was not usual for orders of tbe day to take precedence of motions. 

Mr. Speaker — " It is the practice of the House that upon the 
occasion of proposing a vote of thanks, that motion has precedence of 
any business —whether notices of motion or orders of the day — which 
may stand first upon the list. 

Vol. 148, p. 866.— Monday, February 8, 1858. 

Motions : Notice of Sufficiency of Time, 
One day's notice of a motion required. 

Mr. Hennessy desired to know whether he might propose a motion 
of which he had given notice. 

Mr. Speaker said, the notice was only given a few minutes before 
the rising of the House at four o'clock that afternoon, and that was, 
in point of fact, no notice at all. The rules of the House for the last 
forty years had been that one day's notice of a motion was required ; 
indeed Mr. Speaker Abbot had declared that he considered notice to 
be an established rule of tbe House in his day, which it would be his 
duty to maintain until he should be otherwise directed by the House. 
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What Xoiiee SuJScieni. 

The terms of a BesolutiaD should be placed on the 
Paper at least a da j before it is intended to be snbmited 
to the House. 

Gribraltar azmament — Motion for a letum. 

Mr. Speaker—" Before I propose the question, I wish to notice a 
practice which has lately prerailed of merely patting en the jMiper & 
notice to the effect that an hon. member will draw the attention of 
the House to a certain subject, and more a resolution. On to-day's 
paper, for example, there are two notices in this fonn. Now this is 
not enough to fulfil the obligations of notice. The object of notice 
is that members should know beforehand what is to be the subject of 
consideration on a particular day, and in order to fulfil the rules of the 
House it is necessary that the terms of a resolution should be placed 
on the paper at least a day before it is intended to be submitted to 
the House." 

VoL 205, p. 774.— Tuesday, Mareh, 28, 1871. 



Sufficiency of time. 

Cf. Parliament. Order. Notices. 

Vol. 207, p. 143.— Friday, June 16, 1871. 



Notices of Motion : When given. 

Notices of motion cannot be given so as to interrupt the 

proceedings. 

Cf . Derryveagh evictions. 

VoL 163, p. 1614.--Monday, June 24, 1861. 
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Notices of Motion, Alteration, 

A member having given verbal notice of a motion may 
vary or add to the terms of that motion when placing it 
in writing upon the table. 

Lord Palmerston having given verbal notice of a vote of thanks to 
the Army and Navy, swided thereto in the written notice, which is 
put upon the votes — the Governor- General of India. 

Objection being taken thereto — 

Mr. Speaker said ** the noble Lord gave in the first instance a 
general verbal notice of his intention to move a vote of the thanks of 
this House. The noble Lord afterwards placed upon the table a 
paper which I now hold in my hand containing the terms of his 
motion being the very same as those which appear in the votes of to- 
day. This notice was printed on Friday, and delivered in the votes 
on Saturday morning. I have no hesitation in saying that, in my 
opinion, ample notice has been given by the noble Lord of hxs 
intention to propose the motion in the terms in which it stands on 
the votes." 

Vol. 148, pp. 866-867— Monday, February 8, 1858. 

Motion : Alteration of. 

It is in the power of a member to yary the terms of 
his motion. 

Sir De Lacy Evans having put a notice on the paper, proposed his 
motion in a different form to ^t in which it appeared. Mr. Speaker 
being appealed to said — " It was greatly for the convenience of the 
House that the terms of the notice should be adhered to in proposing 
a motion to the House, but it was certainly in the power of a member 
to depart from the exact words of his notice, and sometimes incon- 
venience might arise from not allowing such departure. The hon. 
and gallant member was not out of order ia proposing the motion 
in its altered form." 

In deference to opinions expressed on both sides of the House, Mr. 
Speaker suggested that the most convenient course would be to adopt 
the suggestion of the noble Lord at the head of the Government, 
that the hon. and gallant member should withdraw his motion and 
move it in the woids in which it had originally stood on the paper. 
VoU 148, pp. 715-724.-Thursday, February 4, 1868. 
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If a motion, as placed in the Speaker's hands, differs 
from the notice paper, the Speaker calls attention thereto. 

Metropolis Local Taxation. Select Committee moyed for. 
Mr. Ayrton having moved his motion in altered terms, 
Mr. Speaker said that as the terms of the motion differed from 
those of the motion on the Notice Paper, he wished to draw parti- 
cular attention to the proposal of the hon. memher. 

Vol. 161, p. 854.— Friday, Feb. 22, 1861. 

Motion : Change of to a Question, 
A motion of which notice has been given may be 
changed into a question ; but in that case the prescribed 
rules must be observed. 

Ireland. Queen's University and Queen's Colleges. Question. 

Sir Robert Peel having ^ven notice of a motion on the motion for 
going into Committee of Supply, desired to ask a question relating 
thereto, and, being desirous of making some remarks, proposed to 
conclude by moving the adioumment. 

Mr. Speaker — " Unless I am otherwise directed by the House, and 
unless the House desires that there should be a departure from our 
ordinary rules, I must remind the right hon. baronet of the exact 
state of the case. The right hon. baronet has given notice that at a 
later period of the evening, on the motion for going into Committee 
of Supply, he will make a motion upon this subject. The right hon. 
baronet has the liberty, if he pleases, to change that motion into the 
form of a question; but, in putting the question, he is bound to 
observe the rules which are prescribed, and, I must also add, that it 
wiU not be in his power to do what he has just said he might do, to 
mak^ a motion to adjourn the House for the purpose of this discus- 
sion. Because he has given notice of his intention at a later period 
of the evening to move an address, he cannot now, by anticipation, 
go into that question by moving the adjournment of the House. 

Vol. 181, pp. 964-5.— Friday, Feb. 23, 1866.^ 

Motion of the nature of Amendment ^ when to he made. 
An amendment relating to an item in a series of resolu- 
tions, should be made when the particular item is named. 

Customs Act. Report. 



(( 
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Besolution reported. 

Mr. Newdegate moved as an amendment to the resolution — 

That the present duties in silk manufactures imported into the 
United Kingdom be retained until October 1, 1861," 

Mr. Speaker said *' that it would be more in accordance with the 
rules of the House to make the motion when the article to which it 
related was named by the Clerk at the table, in the order in which it 
stood in the Report." 

Vol. 156, pp. 2182^2186.— Friday, March 2, 1860. 



Motion : Time for Making. 

. A motion cannot be made at the time of questions. 

Convictions under Befreshment Houses Act. Question. 

An hon. member having put a question of which he had given 
notice, concluded by moving — ** That this House do now adjourn." 

Mr. Speaker — " This is the time for questions. The motion of the 
hon. member should have been made at the time of the notices of 
motion." 

Vol. 177, pp. 460-2.— Monday, February 20, 1866. 

Motions : Alteration of. 

A question once put cannot be altered by the member 

moving without the consent of the House. 

Of. Public Buildings. Commission. 

Vol. 166, p. 1066.— Tuesday, April 29, 1862. 

Motions : Withdrawal of. 

A motion, although it has been made and question pro- 
posed, may be withdrawn by the hon. member making it, 
who may move another substantive motion in place of it. 

Royal Proclamation (Piety and Virtue). Address moved. Motion 
made, and question proposed. 

Subsequently the mover (Mr. Locke King) wished to express his 
willingness to omit the latter portion. 

I 
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Mr. Speaker said that it was optional with the hon. member to 
withdraw the original motion, and have another substantive resolu- 
tion) comprehending so much of the other as was included down to 
the word ** revised." 

Motion by leave withdrawn. 

Motion niade, and question put as amended. 

Vol. 167, pp. 2067, 2070.— Friday, April 20, 1860. 



Motions : Withth awal of when amendment has been put. 

A motion, to which an amendment has been moved 

and put, cannot be withdrawn unless the amendment is 

withdrawn first. 

Royal Atlantic Mail Company's petition. 

Vol. 164, p. 991.— Tuesday, July 16, 1861. 

Amendment or Withdrawal. 

A motion in possession of the House cannot be amended 
or withdrawn without the consent of the House. 

Public Documents (Affghanistan, &c.), the Affghan War. 

Mr. Dunlop moved for a Select Committee on the Affghan 
despatches. After the question had been debated at great length 
Mr. Dunlop proposed to modify his motion by leaving out certain 
words. 

Lord John Russell objected. 

Mr. Speaker said the motion of the hon. and learned member was 
at present in the possession of the House, and it could not be with- 
drawn, either wholly or in part, without the consent of the House. 

Vol. 162, pp. 37-93.— Tuesday, March 19» 1861. 

Cf . Jury lists in Tyrone. 

Vol. 167, p. 861.— Friday, June 20, 1862. 

a. Administration of justice in Ireland. Motion for paper. 
Sir John Gray put a question and moved for papers. 
After a lengthy debate, Sir John Gray said he wished to withdraw 
his motion. ("No. No!") 
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Mr. Speaker — ** The rule of the House is that no resolutioii can he 
withdrawn without the consent of the House, and as some hon. 
genUemen object to this resolution being withdrawn I must put it 
to the House." 

Vol. 186, p. 887.— Friday, March 29, 1867. 



Motions: Amendments negatived — No further Amend- 
ments permissible. 

A question having been put, and an amendment thereto 
being negatived by the formula that the words proposed 
be left out stand part of the question, no further amend- 
ment can be moved. 

Votes on Account Resolution. 

Motion made, and question proposed '* That Mr. Speaker do now 
leave the chair." 

Amendment proposed by Mr. Scully to leave out from the word 
** That** to the end of the question, in order to add words. 

Question—" That the words proposed to be left out stand part of 
the question,*' put and agreed to. 

Mr. Augustus Smith rose to move a rosolution of which he had 
given notice. 

Mr. Speaker said the hon. gentleman could not now make a 
motion, because the House had already decided that the words, *'that 
the Speaker do now leave the chair," should stand part of the 
question. 

Vol. 163, pp. 1514, 1516.— Monday, June 24, 1861. 

Beporting the Debates. 

Mr. Vincent Scully rose to move, pursuant to notice, for a Select 
Committee on reporting the debates. 

Mr. Speaker said that the hon. member was not in order in moving, 
as the House had decided that the proposition that Mr. Speaker do 
now leave the Chair should stand part of the question, and no moro 
amendments could be moved upon it. 

Vol. 164, p. 306.— Thursday, July 4, 1861. 



When the House bv division has decided that words 
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stand, no further amendment can be moved, but a state- 
ment can be made. 

The Gurragh of Eildare. 

Supply. Order for Committee read. 

Motion made. Question proposed — ''Tbat Mr. Speaker do noir 
leave the chair." 

Amendment proposed — " To leave out all the words after * that,' 
and insert others. 

Question — That the words stand, affirmed, on division. 

Colonel Dunne moved for Select Committee on Curragh of Kildare. 

Mr. Speaker said that the hon. and gallant memher could not 
conclude with his motion, because the House by a motion had 
affirmed that ^' the Speaker do now leave the chair" should stand 
part of the question. 

Vol. 166, p. 1834.— Friday, May 16, 1862. 

Cf. Also, Vol. 166, p. 2137.— Friday, May 23, 1862. Land 
Tenure in India. 

Vol. 166, p. 293.— Monday, March 31, 1862. Turkish Loan 
Observations. 



On the Motion for going into Supply being read, and 
amendment thereto having been put and negatived, the 
House resolving '" That the words proposed to be struck 
out stand part of the question,'' no further motion can 
be made. 

The Glasgow murder case. 

Vol. 170, pp. 681-690.— Friday, April 24, 1863. 



The House having decided that the words proposed to 
be left out stand part of the question, it is not competent 
to make a further motion. 

Cf . Supply. Motion for going into. Decided. 
Street music in the metropolis. Observations. 

Vol. 172, p. 973.— Friday, July 17, 1863. 
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Motions: Amendment. 

A motion having been made, and an amendment thereto 
having been put and negatived by the House ordering 
that words stand, no further amendment can be put. 

Gf . Boyal forests in Essex. 

VoL 176, p. 649.— Friday, July I, 1864. 



Motion : Amendment to : Omitting dll words after 

" That:' 

When a question has been proposed and an amendment 
thereto carried to the effect that all the words after 
"That" be omitted, but the question to add other words 
has been negatived, other words may be added. 

Dockyards superintendents. 

Resolution — A motion that Mr. Speaker do now leave the chair. 

Amendment to leave out the word ** That,*' in order to add other 
words. 

Question— That the words proposed to he left out stand part of the 
question. 

Put and negatived. 

Question — ^That words he added instead thereof. 

Negatived. 

The word **That" heing alone left, a question is put to Mr. 
Speaker whether it is competent for an hon memher to put a question 
upon that word. 

Mr. Speaker — " The House has negatived the motion that I now 
leave the chair, and it has declined to add the words which were just 
now the subject of discussion ; but I apprehend the hon. gentleman 
who has now risen is going to supply the deficiency by suggesting 
some words to be added to the word ** That,'* which may perhaps bo 
more acceptable to the House." 

And accordingly it was moved after the word **That," to add 
words. (An address to Her Majesty.) 

Vol. 180, pp. 369-402.— Friday, June 16, 1866. 
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Motion : Amendment to : Additional. 

When a question is before the House to which an 

amendment has been moved it is not competent to move 

an additional amendment until the prior one has been 

disposed of. 

Iron Plated Ships and Land Fortifications. 

Of. "Vol. 166, p. 606.— Friday, April 4, 1862. 

Motion : Amendment on Amendment to. 

An amendment on an amendment to the motion, " That 
Mr. Speaker do now leave the chair," not permitted. 

Supply. Order for Gonunittee read. 

Motion made and question proposed, " That Mr. Speaker do now 
leave the qhair." 

Amendment proposed. 

Amendment offered on proposed amendment. 

Mr. Speaker said that as the motion of the hon. memher for the 
King's County was not an original motion, hut an amendment on the 
motion, that he leave the chsSx, it was not in the power of the hon. 
gentleman who spoke last to move an amendment upon it. 

Vol. 172, pp. 963-9.— Friday, July 17, 1863. 

Motions made hy other than the Memher who gave notice. 

Motions involving controverted questions cannot be 
made by a member other than the one who gave notice, if 
objection is made. 

Church Rates Abolition Bill. Leave. First reading. 

Sir Charles Douglas rose to move for leave in the absence of the 
member for Tavistock. 

Mr. Speaker — ** Before putting the question I beg to remind the 
House in regard to one of its rules that though in the case of an 
unopposed motion it is by courtesy permitted that one hon. gentleman 
may give a notice of motion and then obtain the assistance of a friend 
to maJ3:e the motion, the rule does not prevail in regard to important 
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or controverted questions. Therefore if any Hon. member had made 
an objection to this motion I should have held the objection to be 
good. The hon. member who gave the notice being absent it was not 
in accordance with the strict rules of the House that the motion 
i^hould be made by any other hon. member.'* 

Vol. 166, pp. 166-7.— Tuesday, February 11, 1862. 



Adjournment : Motion for, Withdrawal of, 
A motion for adjournment cannot be withdrawn in the 

absence of the mover. 

European Forces (India) Bill. Second reading, and amendment 
proposed. 

Sir DeLacey Evans moved the adjournment of the debate. 

Question debated. 

Mr. Horsman hoped his hon. friend would not press the motion for 
adjournment. 

iVIr. Speaker—" Unless the hon. member for Westminster is present 
the motion for adjournment cannot be withdrawn." 

Vol. 169, p. 1309.— Monday, July 2, 1860. 



Motions : Same in substance as one previously/ disposed of 
in same Session : Irregularity of. 

No question may be proposed which is the same in 
substance as has been resolved in the affirmative or 
negative in the same session. 

Order. — Irregularity of motion — Rules and orders. No. 130 — 
Emigration. 

Mr. W. M. Torrens having a motion on the paper. — " That an 
humble address be presented to Her Majesty praying that She may 
direct measures to be taken to provide passages to the colonies for 
intending emigrants, who shall be approved by competent authority, 
at cheap and uniform rates of charge," asked Mr. Speaker if he was 
of opinion that the motion was identical with one already disposed of 
in the early part of the session. 

Mr. Speaker.—" 1 shall be glad to explain to the House the 
grounds on which I informed the hon. member of the objections 
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which exist to his motion. There ia a rule of the House that a^ 
question may be proposed which is the same in substance as has been 
resolved in the affirmative or negative in the same session. On th/B 
1st of March, of this year, this resolution was proposed— * That in 
order to arrest the increase of pauperism and to relieve the distressed 
condition of the working classes, it is expedient that measures be 
adopted for facilitating the emigration of poor families to British 
Colonies.' And after quoting the motion now offered, Mr. Speaker 
added—" Now that is facilitating the emigration of poor families to 
the British Colonies. The vote of the House has decided against it ; 
and certainly in obedience to the rules of the House I must say most 
distinctly that in my opinion it would conflict with the rule which I 
have quoted." 

Vol. 201, pp. 824-5.— Tuesday, May 17, 1870. 



Similar Motions to those which have been decidefi. 

No question or amendment may be proposed wHeh is 
the same in substance as any question which during the 
same session has been resolved in the affirmative or nega- 
tive. 

Grants to endowed schools. Question. 

Sir John Pakington, who had given notice to move a motion 
similar in substance and effect tq one already dedded during the 
session, asked Mr. Speaker if it was competent to make the motion. 

Mr. Speaker—" According to the rules of the House, no question 
or amendment may be proposed which is the same in substance as 
any question which during the same session has been resolved in the 
affirmative or negative. The original minute of Coimcil deducted the 
amoimt of the endowment from the grant in all cases. The amended 
minute of the 11th March made no deduction from small rural schools, 
but withdrew the grant from the schools in town. The right hon. 
member for Staffordshire objected to this amended minute, and to thi9 
distinction between town and country schools, and on the 2nd June 
moved a resolution in these words — * That this House having con- 
sidered the minute of Council of the 11th day of March, 1864, on 
endowed schools, is of opinion that it does not meet the objections 
made to the minute of the 19th day of May, 1863. This motion was 
negatived. To day the right hon.* member for Droitwich proposes a 
resolution that in the opinion of this House, the mode in which it is 
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proposed by the minute of the 1 1th March to make grants to endowed 
schools, and the distinction made by the same minute between en- 
dowed schools in the country or in town, is unsatisfactory and unjust.* 
I have not been able to arrive at any other conclusion than that this 
resolution is the same in substance as it is very nearly the same in 
terms, as the resolution of the right hon. member for North Stafford- 
shire, which was resolved in the negative, and that it could not be put 
in without a contravention of the rules of the House." 

Vol. 176, pp. 497-8.— Thursday, June 30, 1864. 



Motion : Resolution of which no Notice given. 

When there is no motion before the House an hon. 
member cannot move a resolution of which no notice has 
been given. 

Private Bills. Besolution. 

An amendment and motion by leave withdrawn. 

Mr. Darby Griffiths moved tiiat the resolution of the Committee 
of last session be adopted. 

Mr. Speaker ruled that, there being no motion before the House, 
the hon. member could not with propriety proceed to move the 
resolution having given no notice of his intention to do so. 

Vol. 173, p. 68a.— Tuesday, February 16, 1864. 



Motions involving a charge upon the people. 

A motion involving a charge upon the people cannot be 
considered in Conmiittee on the same day as the motion 
is moved. 

Valuation (Ireland) Committee moved for. 

Mr. Grogan moved — ** That this House do resolve itself into a 
Committee to consider of an address to Her Majesty (for relief to 
ratepayers of one half expense of valuation) and to assure Her 
Majesty that this House wiU make good the same.*' 

Mr. Speaker said that it was not competent for the hon. gentleman 
to move that the House do go into Committee at once, and that he 
should put the motion, introducing the words " Thursday next.'* 

Vol. 160, pp. 9ll-12.~Tuesday, May 18, 1858. 
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Motion for public aid or charge. 

No motion for public aid or charge can be presently 
entered upon, and a demand for public money cannot be 
discussed the same day as it is made. 

Case of Colonel Henry. 

Colonel North moved an address for a pension to Colonel Henry. 

Mr. T. G. Baring appealed to Mr. SpesSker on a point of order as to 
the rule of the House in matters of expenditure. 

Mr. Speaker said — *' The motion of the hon. and gallant member 
for Oxfordshire was not one which he could with propriety put 
from the chair, because there was a Standing Order of not less than 
200 years standing which said that no motion praying public aid or 
charge should be presently entered upon, and that they should not 
proceed to discuss any demand for public money on the same day it 
was made." 

Vol. 164, pp. 994-8.— Tuesday, July 16, 1861. 

Motions for Public Money considered in Committee, 

Notice required, 

A motion being an application for public money must 

be made in Committee of the whole House, and cannot 

be put without a day's notice. 

Cf . Regimental Quartermasters. Address moved for. 

Vol. 163, pp. 271-3.— Thursday, Maich 17, 1859. 



OPPOSED BUSINESS. 



On Wednesdays no opposed business can be proceeded 
with after a quarter to six o'clock. 
Established Church (Ireland). Leave. 
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Mr. Gladstone rose to move f(»r leave to bring in the Established 
Church (Ireland) Bill, it being seven minutes to six o'clock. 
' Mr. Newdegate objected. 

Hr. Speaker — ^According to the rules of the House, if the hon. 
member objects to the motion being brought on at this hour, it 
cannot be proceeded with. 

Vol. 192, pp. 232-3.— Thursday, May 14, 1868. 



PERSONAL EXPLANATION. 



Personal Explanation generally allowed, 

A member is not entitled to address the House a second 
time, but is allowed to correct a misunderstanding or 
make an explanation. 

Mr. Stirling having asked a question of the First Lord of the 
Treasury and stated his reasons at some length, and the First Lord 
having replied, Mr. Stirling rose to explain. Cries of " Order" being 
raised — 

Mr. Speaker reminded the hon. member that he was not entitled to 
address the House a second time; but, ''If the hon. member has 
been misunderstood, or has any explanation to make as regards what 
he stated, no doubt the House will grant him its attention/* 

And Mr. Stirling explained accordingly. 

Vol. 148, pp. 1269-76.— February 12, 1868. 



A personal explanation is generally allowed. 

Cf. Abyssinia. The Foreign Office. 

Vol. 190, p. 607.— Thursday, December 6, 1867. 
Cf . Canongate Annuity Tax Bill. 

Vol. 191, pp. 1105-6.— Wednesday, April 22, 1868. 
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When no question before the House. 

A personal explanation is allowed by the courtesy of 
tlie House, but it is not usual to conclude witb a motion 
or allow a general debate. 

Education. — Reports of the Inspectors of Schools. Resignatiaii 
of Mr. Lowe. 

Mr. Lowe having made a personal explanation and other members 
having followed, Mr. Walter was about to address the House, when 

Mr. Speaker — " I wish to point out to the House that there is no 
question before it. An opportunity of making a personal explanation 
is granted by the courtesy of the House, but it is not usual that such 
a matter should be concluded by a motion and made the subject of a 
general debate. I think the House will now agree with me that all 
Qiose who can be said to be personally concerned in this discussion 
have been heard by the House.** (Cries for Forster). 

Mr. "Walter and Mr. Forster followed, and the matter dropped. 
Vol. 174, pp. 1203-1218.— Monday, AprU 18, 1864. 



Personal Explanation : Interruption for. 

An hon. member cannot interrupt another hon. member 
who is in possession of the House for purposes of ex- 
planation. 

Affairs of China. 

Mr. Layard was speaking. 

Col. Sykes — ** That's all very weU; but it was Mr. Bruce I 
quoted.'* 

Mr. Speaker — '' The hoD. and gallant member does not appear to 
be aware of one of the most ordinary rules of debate. He has no 
right to interrupt a speaker who is in possession of the House. 
When the hon. gentleman has concluded, the hon. and gallant 
member will be at liberty to make an explanation.** 

Vol. 168, p. 61.— Tuesday, July 8, 1862. 
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It is out of order to interrupt an hon. member for pur- 
poses of explanation. 

The Irish Bench. Question. 

Vol. 183, p. SOO.—Friday, May 11, 1866. 

It is not in order to interrupt an hon. member who is 
speaking for purposes of explanation ; such explanation 
can be made when the hon. member now speaking con- 
cludes. 

Cf. Xaval Betirement. Besolution. 

Vol. 200, p. 166.— Thursday, March 17, 1870. 
a. Case of Oeorge Mackey. 

Vol. 208, p. 1190.— Tuesday, August 8, 1871. 
Spain. The Tornado. Question. 

P. 433.— Fiiday, July 28, 1871. 



Personal Explanation : Member giving way. 

It is at the option of the member in possession of the 
House to give way or not to an immediate explanation. 

Customs and Inland Revenue Bill. Conunittee. Order for Com- 
mittee read. 

Mr. Newdegate moved an instruction to the Committee. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer followed. In the course of the 
speech, Mr. Newdegate rose for the purpose of explaining, but the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer proceeded. 

Mr. Newdegate, never&eless, attempting to gain a hearing, and 
cries of " Order " arising, 

Mr. Speaker said that it was the rule of the debate that the member 
addressing the House was in possession of the House, and need not 
give way unless it was his pleasure to do so. Any hon. member 
desiring to make an explanation would be allowed the opportunity of 
doing so after the member who was speaking last resumed his seat. 

Vol. 163, p. 83.— Monday, May 27, 1861. 

Established Church (Ireland) Bill. * 

Vol. 192, p. 749. -Friday, May 22, 1868. 



/ 
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Personal Explanations : Latitude to Minister. 
A Minister is usually allowed to explain althougli lie 
has already spoken. 

Income Tax BlU. Considered as amended. Debate. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer, having spoken, again rose at a 
later stage, and said that he wished to state that he only pressed this 
Bfll as a matter of public convenience. •; 

Lord John Manners rose to order. The right hon. gentleman had 
already spoken. 

Mr. Speaker said it was not imusual to allow a Minister to ezplaia 
under similar circumstances. 

Voi. 167, pp. 1679-83.— Thursday, March 29, 1860. 

All due latitude is allowed in a matter of personal 
explanation. 

The Admiralty and Captain Coles. Explanation. 

Lord Clarence Paget, in reply to observations by Mr. Monsell, was 
about to read an official letter, when 

Mr. Lygon rose to order, objecting to a minister reading incomple^ 
correspondence. 

Mr. Speaker — ** The noble lord has risen to speak upon a matter 
of personal explanation, and he desires to give the best information 
he can to the House.' ' 

Vol. 168, pp, 606-7.— Friday, July 18, 1862. 

Personal Explanation: Limitation of. 

Explanation must be confined to statement sought to 
be explained. 

Mr. Newdegale and Mr. Cobden. Personal explanation. 

Mr. Bright, on the part of Mr. Cobden, who was absent, called 
upon Mr. Newdegate to explain and withdraw a statement he had 
made. 

Mr. Newdegate in reply diverged into other matter, when 

Mr. Speaker — " The hon. gentleman must confine himself to an 
explanation of the statement he made." 

Subsequently Mr. Newdegate referred lo a speech of Mr. Bright*s, 
when 
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Mr. Speaker said what had been said by the hon. member for 
Birmingham was not relevant to the explanation now proposed to 
be made by the hon. gentleman. 

Vol. 157, pp. 718-23.— Friday, March 16, 1860. 



A member can only explain what has fallen from him 
if he has been misunderstood. 

Annexation of Savoy and Nice to France. 

Mr. Horsman was attempting to reply to the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer. 

Mr. Speaker — ^' The hon. member may make an explanation of 
anything which has fallen from him if his words have been misim- 
derstood ; but he cannot in accordance with the rules of the House 
reply to the speech of the Chancellor of the Exchequer." 

Vol. 157, pp. 1186-7. -Friday, March 23, 1860. 



In making a personal explanation it is not convenient 
to enter into subjects which may lead to discussion. 

€f. The Duke of Modena. Personal explanation. 

Vol. 164, pp. 1093-6.— Thursday, July 18, 1861. 



Explanation must be confined to what a member has 
himself said. • 

Address of condolence from Maynooth College. Question. 

Mr. Whalley rose to explain, and to deny the correctness of the 
statement of an hon. member. 

Mr. Speaker — "The explanation must be confined to anything 
which the hon. member has said himself. He must not reply to the 
kon. gentleman." 

Vol. 165, pp. 1031-2.— Tuesday, March 4, 1862. 



When a matter is brought before the House as one of 
personal explanation, and the hon. members concerned 
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bare made their explanations, it is irregolar for other 
members to interfere in the discussion and prolong it. 

Holyhead Harixxr Committee. Penaoal explaumtioEis. 

Mr. Tollemaclie, haying refeiTed to certain obeervations on the 
constitiiticRi of the Committee^ reported to have been made by the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer, asked whether he was correctly in- 
formed, and whether the Chancellor of the Exchequer was satisfied 
with the explanation offered, or whether he would move that the 
hon. member be discharged from attendance on the Committee. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer haying replied, fJianlniwiiTig any 
personal reference, 

Mr. Herbert was about to continue the discussion, wh^i 

Mr. Speaker — ** The matter brought before the House is one of 
p^Bonal explanation, and the two hon. gentlemen having spoken, 
and the right hon. gentleman who was personally referred to having 
eiven some explanation in reply to their remarks, it is not comi>etent 
lor the hon. member to continue the discussion." 

Vol. 171, pp. 325-327.— Thursday, June 4, 1863. 

Cf. St. Mary's Burial Ground, Sydenham. 

Vol. 174, p. 661.— Friday, April 8, 1864. 



An hon. member can only explain an observation of his 
own which has been misunderstood. He cannot reply to 
the remarks of any one else. 

Government Annuities Bill. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer rising a second time to speak, was 
met with cries of " Order." 

Mr. Roebuck rose to order. 

Mr. Speaker — ^* The right hon. gentleman is at liberty to make 
any observation, but it must be confined to explanation, and not be a 
reply." Vol. 174, p. 210.— Thursday March 17, 1864. 

Cf . The Charity Commissioners. 

Vol. 175, p. 1876.— Thursday, June 16, 1864. 

An hon. member can only explain what requires ex- 
planation in his own speech. He cannot reply. 

Cf . Dockyard Superintendents. Resolution. 

Vol. 180, p. 397.— Friday, June 16, 1866. 
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An explanation must be confined within the limits of 

the explanation. 

Cf. Mr. Bright and the Reform League. Adjournment. Personal 
explanation. 

Vol. 184, pp. 1666-8.— Monday, July 30, 1866. 

An hon. member having moved the adjournment of the 
House and desiring to withdraw must limit his explana- 
tion to his reasons for so doing. 

Begina v. Overend & Co. 

Mr. Fawcett having concluded by moving the adjouroment of the 
House, and an expression being made that he should withdraw the 
motion, 

Mr. Fawcett said as he had taken a somewhat exceptional course, 
perhaps the House would allow him to explain. 

Mr. Speaker said the hon member could only be heard if he 
wished to explain his grounds for desiring to with^w his motion. 

Yol. 197, pp. 980-95.— Thursday, July 1, 1869. 

Cf. Order in debate. Personal explanation. 

Vol. 206, pp. 167-8. -Friday, March 17, 1871. 

Personal Explanation : Reference to past Debate, and 

Limitation of, 

A speech made in a past debate may be referred to in 
same session with a view to a personal explanation, and 
hon. members may comment upon such personal explana- 
tion, but may not refer to the past debate which has 
given rise to the personal explanation. 

On Friday, February 20, 1858, Sir Eichard Bethell referred to a 
previous debate, and to remarks made in another place on what he 
had said in that debate with a view to a personal explanation. An 
hon. member rising to order — 

Mr. Speaker said — " In answer to the appeal made to me, I must 
gi?e my opinion that up to this period the address of the hon. and 
learned member has not trangressed the rules or Standing Orders of 
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tlie Home. He is now takmg an opportimity <xf making a personal 
eiplanatinn, and the Honae always pennita nan. members to make 
such explanatifHis.'* 

An iMm. member following with some observations on what bad 
feillen from the bon. and learned member, and an bon. member rising 
to order — 

Mr. Speaker said that be had expressed his opinion that while the 
bon. and learned gentleman was referring to the statement made by 
the bon. and learned gentleman opposite, he was perfectly in order ; 
bnt be was now going beyond that point and was referring to a 
speech made in a past debate. 

Vol. 149, p.p. 10-14.~Friday, February 26, 1868. 



Explanation must be confined to points on which an 

hon. member has been misapprehended. A former 

d,ebate must not be re-opened. 

Cf . The Hmitingdonsbire Magistracy. Explanation. 

Vol. 163, p. 336.— Friday, March 18, 1859. 
Cf. also Representation of the People Bill. Explanations. 

Vol. 153, pp. 1153-66.— Thursday, March 31, 1859. 

An bon. member is entitled to offer any explanation of 

a personal nature, but may not advert to a past debate on 

any other matter. 

Cf. China. Destruction of the Emperor's Summer Palace. 
Explanation. 

Vol. 161, p. 487.— Friday, February 15, 1861. 
Cf. Conveyance of voters. 

P. 355.— Tuesday, February 12, 1861. 

Extracts from a debate must not be read, nor is a 

general statement allowed. 

Viscount Sydney and Mr. Budden. Personal explanation. 
Lord Robert Montagu was reading from a report of a debate and 
was extending the scope of the discussion. 
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Mr. Speaker — ^** The noble lord is not in order in reading extracts 
from, a report of a debate in this House. I am very sorry to interfere 
in a matter which appears to be of the nature of a personal explana- 
tion ; but the explanation of a single point which the noble lord 
may think due to himself does not afford him the opportunity of 
entering into a general statement.*' 

Vol. 169, p. 636.— Monday, February 23, 1863. 

A member may not repeat the words spoken in debate 
on a previous evening. Though it be a personal explana- 
tion, it is exceedingly inconvenient to refer at great 
length to a previous debate. 

The Navy Estimates. Explanation. 

Lord ClarcDce Paget, on a matter of explanation, was adverting to 
what occurred on a previous evening, and was about to quote actual 
words, when 

Mr. Speaker — " The noble lord is not entitled to repeat the words 
spoken in debate on Thursday night;'' and subsequently added, 
" These are matters of personal explanation ; and it is exceedingly 
inconvenient to refer at such length to a previous debate." 

Vol. 173, pp. 1911-12.— Tuesday, March 14, 1864. 

An hon. gentleman may make a personal explanation 
without making a motion, but the former debate must not 
be^revived. 

The Ionian Islands debate. Personal explanations. 

The rule of Parliament was declared by Mr. Speaker, as follows: 
— *' A debate has taken place and has passed by, but if an hon. 
gentleman desires to make a personal explanation he may do so 
without making any motion — and the object of that rule is to with- 
draw from the general debate matter of a merely personal nature. I 
therefore took the liberty of pointing out to the hon. member that 
the rules of the House permitted him to make a personal explanation 
without moving the adjournment, and that he would be more in order 
in making his explanation without moving the adjournment, because 
a motion involves a following debate. The general rule of the House 
is that when a general debate has taken place it ought to pass by, 
giving an opportunity indeed for personal explanations, but not 
allowing the former debate to be revived." 

Vol. 178, pp. 372-377.— Tuesday, March 28, 1865^ 
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PETITIONS. 



Petitions : Objections to. 

If objections are advanced to a petition, a motion shall 
be made that it be placed in the hands of the Clerk, to be 
read by him at the table. 

Eoyal Atlantic Mail Company Petition. 

Mr. Cunningham rose to present a petition, and stated the prayer. 

Mr. Roebuck objected that it was a libel. 

Mr. Speaker ruled the hon. member was in order in stating the 
prayer of the petition. 

Mr. Cuningham proceeded to read the petition. 

Mr. Roebuck objected, and moved the petition be not received. 

Mr. Speaker. — ** A petition is presented to this House on tke 
responsibility of the hon. member presenting it. The House is not 
acquainted with the contents of a petition until after it is presented, 
and, therefore, it is presented on the authority of the hon. member, 
who has it in charge, that it contains no offensive matter, or matter 
that is contrary to the rules of the House. We have only heard the 
statement of the hon. member, and if there be any question about 
the contents of the petition, the proper course is to move that it be 
placed in the hands of the Clerk,, and read by him at the table." 

Vol. 164, p. 977, 8.— Tuesday, July 16, 1861. 



Petitions : Privilege and Committee of Inquiry, 

On presenting a petition having reference to a breach 
of Privilege by a Member the proper course is on 
presenting to move that it be printed, and give notice for 
a future day of Motion for a Select Committee. 

Mr. Roebuck gave notice that on Monday he should present a 
petition charging a member with a breach of privilege, and would 
move for the appointment of a Committee to inquire into the 
allegations of that petition. 
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Mr. Speaker suggested to the hon. member that having given 
notice that he will present the petition on Monday he should then 
move it be printed, and give notice of a day on which he would for a 
Select Committee. 

Vol. 198, pp. 1730-1732.— Friday, February 19, 1880. 

Petitions : Reception of, — Standing orders relating to. 

Presentation of petitions. Standing Orders. Ireland : "Water- 
ford election petition. Question. 

Col. French asked Mr. Speaker if it is competent for the House to 
decline to receive any Petition which is respectfully M'orded and does 
not make any demand on the Consolidated Fund ? 

Mr. Speaker — " The ^tanding Orders relating to petitions presume 
in every case that the member presents a petition rising in his place 
and presenting the petition to the House, and the question is then 
put — * That the petition do lie on the table.' The Standing Orders 
therefore confine themselves to such regulati"ns as will confine 
inembers within certain limits. Hon. members may state the 
material allegations of a petition and read its prayer, but it is the 
understood form that every member in presenting a petition does it 
. publicly in his place ; and he cannot do that without stating that it is 
for or against some Bill or other subject matter. Where allegations 
are directed towards individuals, the ordinai-y coui-se would be for the 
hon. member to state material allegations, to have the petition read 
by the Clerk at the table, and then it would be a question for the 
House whether the petition should lie on the table or not. These 
are the Standing Orders relating to petitions." 

Vol. 202, p. 1307.— Friday, July 1, 1880. 

Petitions: Time for Presenting. 

Petitions cannot be presented on the motion that the 
Speaker leave the Chair. 

Income Tax Bill. Committee. Order for Committee read. Motion 
made. Question proposed — "That Mr. Speaker do now leave the 
chair." 

Mr. "W. "WilUams said he had thirty petitions to propose. 

The Speaker — " The hon. member cannot present petitions on the 
question that I leave the cbair." 

Vol. 157, p. 1469-70. -"Wednesday, March 28, 1860. 
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Petitions may be presented whenever there is no busi- 
ness before the House. 

An hon. member asked if a petition could be presented after the 
proper time, and after questions had been asked. 

Mr. Speaker — " The time for presenting Petitions is before 6 
o'clock, and up to that hour at any moment when there is no business 
before the House a member is perfectly in order in presenting 
petitions." 

Vol. 190, p. 1893.— Thursday, March 19, 1868. 



Petitions: Reading of. 

A member may state the substance of a petition, but 
the reading at length must be by the Clerk. 

Tax Bill. The Paper Duty. Petition. 

Mr. Bright presented a petition. 

Mr. Stewart objected to words therein as disrespectful to the 
House of Lords, and asked Mr. Speaker if it ought to be received. 

Mr. Bright proposing to read the words to the House, 

Mr. J^peaker — " The member for Birmingham may state the sub- 
stance of the petition, but if it is to be read at length it must be 
read by the Clerk." 

Vol. 159, p. 1263.— Monday, July 2, I860. 



Petitions : Language of. 

Words apparently reflecting on another branch of the 
Legislature do not necessarily render a petition informal. 

Tax Bill. The Paper Duty. Petition. 

A petition presented \y Mr. Bright, containing the words " aggres- 
sion on the established usage of the Constitution,*' and " invasion of 
the privileges of the House of Commons," applied to the House of 
Lords, was objected to by Mr. Stewart. 

Mr. Speaker- " There can be no objection to receive the petition. 
There is nothing in it which could render it informal.'* 

Vol. 169, p. 1254.— Monday, July 2, 1860. 
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Petitions of the nature of a Remonstrance. 

A petition, if it concludes with a prayer, may be 
received, though of the nature of a remonstrance. 

Mr. T. S. Buncombe presented a petition, or rather a remonstrance, 
against the course adopted by the House of Commons in appointing 
a Committee to search for precedents re Taxation Bills, instead of 
taking a more direct step, and moved it be read by the Clerk. 

The Clerk—" To the Honorable the Commons of the United 
Kingdom in Parliament assembled ; the respectful remonstrance of 
the undersigned." Cries of order, and a question put to the Speaker 
whether- a prayer can be received which comes in the shape of « 
remonstrance. 

Mr. Speaker — " There are precedents for the case now before the 
House, that when a petition, under the name of a remonstrance, 
concludes with a prayer, properly and respectfully worded, the 
House does receive it." 

Bead and ordered to lie on the table. 

Vol. 159, p. 7B1. —Thursday, June 21, 1860; as also pp. 1524-5. 
Friday, July 6, 1860. 

Petition : In reference to a Bill — Time for Presenting, 

A petition relative to a Bill can only be presented after 
the Order of the Day for the second reading is read, not 
after the second reading has been moved. 

Transubstantiation and Declaration Abolition Bill. 

Order for second reading read. 

Motion made, question proposed — **That the Bill be now read a 
second time." 

Mr. Newdegate desired to present a petition. 

Mr. Speaker — '' The hon. member cannot present a petition at this 
stage of the Bill.'* 

Mr. Newdegate — ** Not at the second reading ?" 

Mr. Speaker " Not after the second reading has been moved." 

And the Offices and Oaths BUI order for second reading read. 

Mr. Newdegate—** May I be allowed to present petitions now ?'* 

Mr. Speaker— ** Yes.'* 

Mr. Newdegate then presented several petitions against the Bill. 
Vol. 185, pp. 1091-93.— Wednesday, February 27, 1867. 
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Petitions : Presenting — Latitude in Speaktng, 

An hon. member on presenting a petition can state that 
it contains such and such allegations. 

Cf. Ireland — Fenianiam — Petition. 

Vol. 18, pp. 1929-30.— Friday, May 3, 1867. 

Petitions: Time for objecting to, 

'An objection to the acceptance of a Petition must be 
made on the question that the Petition do lie on the 
table. 

Ireland. Fenianism. Petition. Privilege. Observations. 

Mr. Darby Griffith, as a question of privilege, called attention to 
certain expressions in a petition presented on a previous night. 

Mr. Speaker — ** I have no doubt that the claim of privilege at this 
moment cannot be admitted. It is not as if the petition had been 
presented but not observed upon at the time of presentation. It was 
commented upon by three hon. gentlemen, the hon. member himself, 
, I think, being one of them. I then stated that if any hon. gentle- 
man had any objection to raise to the acceptance of the petition, that 
was the proper opportimity. One hon. gentleman moved that the 
petition be rejected; but after some observ'-ations made upon the 
subject, he withdrew that motion. I then put the question that the 
petition do lie on the table. No objection was raised. The House 
received the petition. It is for the House and not myself to decide 
on the acceptance or non-acceptance of a petition. If, on mature 
consideration, the hon. member thinks there is anything in the 
petition which ought to induce him to bring it under the considera- 
tion of the House, he can give notice and make a motion to have the 
order rescinded. It is not for me to prescribe the exact terms to be 
used by petitioners in making known their views to this House. 
This is the temple of free speech and free thought. The rules with 
regard to the form of petitions are well known. I have only to repeat 
that if the hon. member wishes to take any further action on this 
petition he must do so by notice." 

Vol. 187, pp. 13, 15.— Monday, May 6, 1867. 
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Claim of Precedence. 
A matter of privHege must be one which has recently 
arisen involving the privileges of the House, and calling for 
its immediate interposition. 

Mr. Stansfield upon the Greco Conspiracy. 

Sir Henry Stracey moved that the Orders of the Day be post- 
poned until after his motion — " That the statement of the Procureur- 
General, &c., &c., deserves the sprious consideration of the House." 

Mr. Speaker — '*That will not be the proper course for the hon. 
member to take. If the hon. member could claim the ground of 
privilege, that would give his question precedence without post- 
poning the Orders of the Day. It is for the House to say whether 
this is a question of privilege of that nature which should take 
precedence over all the other business. A matter of privilege which 
claims this precedence should be some subject which has recently 
arisen, and which clearly involves the privileges of this House and 
calls for its immediate interposition. I stated to the hon. baronet 
that as this subject has already been twice under the notice of the 
House— as questions have been asked twice in this House upon it — 
it did not appear to me to come imder the character of something 
which had recently arisen, and required the immediate interposition 
of the House without notice. I therefore told the hon. gentleman 
that in my opinion the course which he proposed to himself of 
raising any question which he might deem fitting upon it on going 
into Committee of Supply was the right course for him to follow. 
It is for the House to decide whether it thinks, imder the circum- 
stances, that is the proper course to be pursued. The House has the 
power of directing the course which it may think right in this case." 
Vol. 174, pp. 189-90.— Thursday, March 17, -864. 

Privilege : Precedence of Question of. 

A question of privilege to be entitled to precedence 
must refer to some matter which has recently arisen, and 
which calls for the present interposition of the House. 

Paper Duties Eepeal Bill. Question. 
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Lord Fermoy asked whether his motion — " That the rejectioQ hy 
the House of Lords of the Bill for the repeal of the Paper Duties is 
an encroachment on the rights and privileges of the House o£ 
Commons, and it is therefore incumhent upon this House to adopt a 
practical measure for the vindication of its rights and privileges. 

Mr. Speaker— "A question of privilege to he entitled to pre- 
cedence must refer to some matter that has recently arisen, and 
which calls for the present int^'position of the Hoase. Now it can- 
not he said that the suhject-matter of the nohle lord's resolution 
has recently arisen, because twelve days ago the noble lord, the 
First Lord of the Treasury, proposed resolutions to this Bouse on 
the same subject, which were adopted by a large majority. While 
the House reserves to itself on every^occasion the power of at once 
proceeding with any matter which may appear urgent, still it does 
not admit the claim of hon. members to precedence, unless the 
prescribed requirements are all fulfilled. It certainly seems to me 
that in the present instance those requirements have not been 
fulfilled, and I do not think the noble lord is entitled to precedence.'* 

Vol. 159, p. 2036— Tuesday, July 17, 1860. 

Question not fulfilling Conditions of Privilege, 

A dispute arising between two hon. members as to 
allegations of facts hardly fulfills the conditions of a 
Privilege question, and, if deemed to be a matter to be 
at once entertained, it is more convenient to postpone 
other business rather than extend the area of Privilege. 

Government Annuities Bill. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer made certain allegations against 
another hon. member, and having stated that if the allegations were 
not sustained he should owe an apology and would deserve the 
censiu-e of the House, 

Sir John Hay brought the matter forward as one of privilege. 

Mr. Speaker— "I think the House will be of opinion that it would 
not be a convenient course to extend the area of privilege without 
due consideration. As regards the occurrence being a recent one, 
so far the hon. member is in order ; but I should say, on looking at 
the terms of his motion, that what has occurred in the House does 
not fulfil other conditions as regards privilege. In my opinion, it 
does not distincUy concern the privileges of the House, or call for 
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tlie present interposition of the Souse. At the same time I should 
he sorry to give any opinion to the House which is not perfectly fair 
and candid ; and, 1 must admit that the challenge referred to on the 
part of the right hon. gentleman the Chancellor of the Exchequer 
does materially complicate the question. After what has heen stated, 
if it should he the general desire of the House to pursue this discus- 
sion, I would venture to recommend that the area of privilege should 
not he extended ; and I would suggest that it would he a more con- 
Ydnient course if the House deems this is a matter which it would 
be proper at once to entertain, the noble lord will consent not to deal 
wi'& it as a question of privilege, but to postpone the other Orders 
until after the motion of the hon. member has been disposed of." 

Vol. 174, pp. 306-6.— Friday, March 18, 1864. 

Privilege : Precedence of, 
A notice of motion having been given by an hon. 
member, and that hon. member rising to bring before 
the House a question of Privilege, that question must be 
settled before the hon. member can proceed to address 
the House. 

Cf . Government Annuities Bill. Mr. R. B. Sheridan. Privilege. 

Vol. 174.— Friday, March, 18, 1864. 

Privilege : Breach of: Order of Debate in the matter of a 
hostile message between Members. 

Where one hon. member has sent a hostile message to 
another hon. member in consequence of words spoken in 
debate, when complaint thereof is made to the House, 
Mr. Speaker calls upon the hon. member to express 
regret and give assurance that the matter will proceed no 
further. No general discussion is regular ; and no dis- 
cussion can take place on the words used in the debate 
complained of. The matter becomes one between the 
hon. member and the House, and is not between the two 
hon. members. 



156 



Breach of Privilege— The O^Donoyhue and Sir Robert 

Peel 

Viscount Palmeraton brought before the House a breach of its 
privileges by The O'Donoghue, who had sent a hostile message to 
Sir Robert Peel, 

Mr. Speaker — " It having been brought under the notice of the 
House that a distinct breach of its privileges has been committed by 
the hon. member for Tipperary, it becomes my duty to call on that 
hon. member to express Ms regret for the breach of privilege he has 
committed, and to give an assurance to this House that the matter 
shall proceed no further." 

The hon. member for Limerick, who had acted for The U'Donoghue, 
having explained at some length, 

Mr. Speaker said — " The hon. and gallant gentleman, the member 
for Limerick, speakins: on behalf of the hon. member for Tipperary, 
has been permitted full latitude ; but I must point cut to the House 
that it would not be proper in the House to fc^llow him to the extent 
he has gone, because one of the rules of the House is that any 
exception taken to words spoken in debate must be taken on the spot, 
and at once, and no words spoken can be taken notice of afterwards 
in the House if such exception has not been taken to them, and if the 
words themselves have not been taken down by the clerk at the 
table. The value of that rule must be felt on the present occasion 
because the hon. and gallant gentleman has not proposed to report to 
the House the exact words which have been complained of by the 
hon. member for Tipperary. It is now my duty to inform the House 
that no discussion can take place on the words which were used on 
Monday evening; the time for discussing them has passed. A breach 
of privilege has now been brought tmder the notice of the House, 
and it is my duty to call on the hon. member who was guilty of what 
I must observe to him is an offence to this House, to express his regret 
that he has committed a breach of privilege, and to give to the House 
an assurance that the matter will proceed no lurther.'* 
The O'Donoghue, who spoke at some length, was reminded by 
Mr. Speaker — " This is not an occasion on which it is competent 
for the hon. gentleman to enter upon a general discussion of this 
nature. The matter is confined within much narrower limits.*' 

The O'Donoghue, in continuation, referring pointedly to Sir 
Bobert Peel. 
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Mr. Speaker — *' I trust the hon. gentleman is aware that the matter 
in question lies not hetween himself wnd the right hon. haronet, but 
between himself and the House, and I hope he will not conclude his 
speech without some reference to the position in which he has placed 
himself with regard to the House." 

The O'Donoghue gave the required assurance. 

Vol. 168, pp. 617 626.— Monday, February 24, 1862. 



Privilege : Breach of: When introduced, 

A question of breach of privilege should not be intro- 
duced on a motion for adjournment. 

Motion for adjournment. Breach of privilege. 

On motion that the House at its rising adjourn until Thursday 
80th June, Mr. 0. Stanley brought before the House a statement 
published in the Timea afPecting the character of the House. 

A discussion having ensued, 

Mr. Speaker said it would not be proper to introduce such a subject 
as this on a question of adjournment. The proper course to pursue 
is to lay the paper on the table with the name of the editor, and on 
that the House may give such orders as it thinks tit. These are 
indispensable preliminaries to any further proceedings. 

Vol. 154, pp. 443-6.— Wednesday, June 22, 1869. 



Privilege : Motion, Notice of. 

On a question of Privilege it is not necessary that 
notice be given. 

Privilege — Case of Mr. A. Stewart — Committee moved for. 

Mr. Roebuck brought before the House the case of Mr. A. Stewart, 
as one of privilege. 

Mr. Macaulay objected that notice had not been given. 

Mr. Speaker — "The hon. and learned member for Sheffield has 
risen to make a motion upon a subject which he considers to affect 
the privilege of this House. In a matter of privilege no notice is 
necessary. The hon. gentleman is in the exercise of his own 
discretion, and is not contravening any rule of this House." 

Vol. 162, pp. 1941-2.— Monday, May 13, 1861. 
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Motion for New Writ : Precedence on ground of 

Privilege, 

A Motion for a New Writ cannot claim Precedence on 
'the ground of Privilege. 

Boroughs of Gloucester and Wakefield. Question. 

Mr. T. Buncombe asked the Speaker whether his motion entitled 
him to precedence. 

Mr. Speaker — " Since 1848 it has been the settled practice of the 
House that where a seat has been declared void, on the ground of 
bribery and corruption, no motion should be made for a new writ 
without previous notice, and it has been held that a motion for a new 
writ, imder these circumstances, is not entitled to precedence on the 
ground of privilege. The very essence of privilege is that a motion 
may be made without notice. This, however, has been the practice 
of the House for many years, and has been acted on in the case of 
Berwick-on-Tweed, Rye, Maidstone, Chatham, Harwich, and Durham, 
in the year 1853, and in 18'57 in the case of Galway and Mayo. I 
must therefore adhere to the established practice of the House, and 
must state that the hon. member cannot claim the privilege of pre- 
cedence in making his motion. I'he motion must be made as has 
been done in former cases, by notice, and then taken in due course." 

Vol. 163, p. 1323.— Thursday, Jime 20, 1861. 
Cf. Vol. 147, pp. 283-5.— Thursday, July 23, 1867. 

Privilege : Petitions involving. 

A petition involving a question of Privilege may be 
moved to be printed at once, without notice, and for the 
use of members only. 

Vol. 164, p. 1186.— Friday, July 19, 1861. 

Privilege: Precedence of Questions of. Allegations 
affecting a Member* s character prior to his being a 
Member. 

Where an allegation affects the character of an hon. 
member before he became a member of the House, the 
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law of Privilege as to members does not bold, but tbe 
House will decide. 

Royal Atlantic Steam Packet Company Petition. 

Mr. Cuningliam asked whether, as the petition contained allega- 
tions against an hon. memher, it should precede other business. 

Mr. Speaker— "lam rather doubtful whether the hon. member 
can plead privilege in this case. JPrimd facie, any question affecting 
an hon. member would be a case of privilege. In this case the 
allegations of the petition appear to reflect upon the conduct of Mr. 
L^ver as Manager and Director of a certain public Company before 
he was a member of this House ; but the petition makes no charges, 
as I read it, against his conduct since he became a member of this 
House or in his character of member. Under these circumstances I 
am not aware that there is any absolute precedent upon the point, 
and it will be for the House to say whether they will permit the 
motion of the hon. member to be now proceeded with, or whether it 
ithall come on in its due course." 

Vol. 164, p. 1235-6.— Monday, July 22, 1861. 



QUESTION; THE PREVIOUS. 



Amendment withdrawn: Original motion not withdrawn : 
Previous question may he moved. 

An amendment on a motion being withdrawn, but tbe 
House not having consented to the withdrawal of the 
original motion, the previous question may be moved. 

Denmark and Germany. Treaty of London. 

Mr. Bemal Osborne having moved a resolution, Mr. Peacooke 
moved an amendment. 

At the close of the debate, Mr. Peacocke said he wished to ask 
how the question really stood. As he imderstood it, the hon. gentle- 
man the member for Liskeard did not press his motion, and con- 
sequently his fMr. Peacocke' s) motion was gone. 

Mr. fiernal Osborne — ** I beg to withdraw my motion " (No, no.) 

Mr. Speaker — " Does the hon. member propose to withdraw his 
amendment ?" 

Mr. Peacocke — "On the understanding that the original motion 
be withdrawn." 
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Amendment by leave withdrawn. 

Original question again proposed. 

Mr. Spef^r said that l^e amendment liad been withdrawn by the 
consent of the House; bat as the House did not consent to the 
withdrawal of the original motion, the right hon* gentlemaii (Mr. 
Disraeli) would have an opportonity of moving the previous 
question. 

Mr. Disraeli — ** I beg to move the previous question." 

Whereupon pievious question — *' That that question be now put" 
— (Mr. Disraeli) put and negatived. 

Vol. 174, p. 1376.— Tuesday, April 19, 1864. 



QUESTIONS : INTERROGATORY. 



Questtons : Order and Limitation in putting. 

In putting a question only such facts may be stated as 
are necessary to explain the question. 

On Monday, March 16, 1858, Mr. Grof^an put a question to the 
Secretary for Ireland, referring to the collision between the police 
and students in Dublin. The hon. member proceeded to give a 
detailed account of the proceedings, but was interrupted by frequent 
calls to order. 

Mr. Speaker — " The hon. member must confine himself to stating 
such particulars only as may be necessary to explain the question he 
is about to put." 

The hon. member again exceeding the limits allowed was twice 
reminded by the Speaker that only the facts on which the question 
is founded were permissible, and that " if the hon. member enters 
upon such groimds as these, it will be calculated to lead to a debate, 
which is contrary to the orders of the House." 

Vol. 149, pp. 172, 173.— Monday, March 16, 1868. 

(See also Speaker's ruling to same effect on a question put by Mr. 
Crawford. March 18, 1858.— Vol. 149, p. 326.) 

Explanatory observations disallowed. 
The Oude Proclamation — Question. 
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Mr. Newdegate said be rose to put a question which he hoped the 
House would permit him to preface wim a few explanatory obser- 
Yations. 

Mr. Speaker said that the hon. member must confine himself to 
putting the question. 

Note. — In replying to this question by permission of the House, 
Mr. Vernon Smith was allowed to explain the circumstances to which 
the hon. member was understood to refer. 

Vol. 160, pp. 526-6.— Thursday, May 13, 1868. 



Argument disallowed. 

Oude — The Proclamation. 

Lord Adolphus Vane-Tempest asked a question of Mr. Vernon 
Smith. Mr. Vernon Smith having replied. Lord Adolphus Vane- 
Tempest again rose and submitted to the House that the right hon. 
gentleman had not answered the question. 

Mr. Speaker — " There is no motion before the House. It is not, 
therefore, competent for the noble lord to enter into any argument at 
present.'* 

The noble lord was allowed to repeat his question. 

Vol. 160, pp. 862-3.— Tuesday, May 18, 1868. 

Parliamentary Reform. Question. 

Vol. 152, p. 140.— Monday, February 7, 1869. 



Only such statements as are absolutely necessary to 
make the question intelligible are permitted. 

Examinations for the Army. Observations. 

Col. North in asking a question of which he had given notice, was 
proceeding to comment upon a letter in the Times — Mr. Speaker said, 
according to the rules of the House the hon. and gallant member 
must confine himself to such a statement as was absolutely necessary 
to make his question intelligible. (The bon. and gallant member 
then moved the adjournment of the House in order to refer to the 
letter.) 

Vol. 154, p. 796.— Thursday, July 7, 1859. 

On the question of adjournment a question may bt; 

L 
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asked, but the fimits applicable to qnestions must be 



Annexstian (xf Soroy to Kance. 

Lord Adoii^iis Vane-Tempest on the question of adjounmient till 
Monday ai^ed a questkn and deaiied to biow if he would be out of 
«der in making remarks peiiinmt to th«^ question. 

Mr. Speaker said — ^^' The noble Loid was entitled to ask any 
question, and he would now no doubt confine himself within due 
limita in proposing his question." 

VoL 157, pp. 241-242.— Friday, March 9, 1860. 



An hon. member must confine bis remarks to putting 
the question. 

Cf. VoL 159, p. 25.— Thursday, June 7, 1860. 



In putting a question it is irregular to diverge from 

the subject matter. 

Sir DeLacy Evanb, asking the date of a communication to the 
India Council, proceeded to remark upon the members of the 
Council, when 

Mr. Speaker suggested to the hon. and gallant member that he 
should confine himself more strictly to the question he wished to put 
to the Indian Minister. 

Vol. 159. pp. 528-9.— Friday, June 15, 1860. 
The lake in the Regent's Park. Question. 

Vol. 163, p. 632.— Thursday, June 6, 1861. 
United States. The Civil War. Privateering. Question. 

Vol. 163, p. 473.— Monday, June 3, 1861. 



In putting a question an hon. member must confine 
himself to the narrowest limits. 

United States. The Civil War. Mr. Lindsay's motion. 

Vol. 168.— Friday, July 18, 1862. 
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In asking a question, remarks must be limited to the 

question. 

Ecclesiastical Titles A6t Committee. Question. 

Mr. Newdegate asked a questioii respecting the appointment of the 
Conmiittee, and proceeded to comment on the construction of the 
Committee. 

Mr. Speaker said that the hon. gentleman might ask the question, 
hut was not entitled to enter into the consideration of the construc- 
tion of the Committee. 

Vol. 187, pp. 1495-6.— Monday, June 3, 1867. 

On putting a question it is not convenient that the 

subject should be debated. 

Cf. Abyssinia. Dr. Beke and Mr. Layard. Question. 

Vol. 190, pp. 649-50.— Friday, December 6, 1867. 

In asking a question an hon. member is not at liberty 
to make a speech. If a question requires much explana- 
tion it should be matter of a motion rather than a question.. 

Cf . A Roman Catholic burying ground at Sydenham. Question. 
Vol. 172, pp. 1469-1471.— Monday, July 27, 1863. 

Question. — Latitude inputting. 

An hon. member must confine himself strictly to the 
facts necessary to explain it. 

Cf . Denmark and Germany ; the conference. Question. 

Vol. 175, p. 100.— Friday, May 6, 1864. 

Question. — Latitude in putting. 
Facts necessary to elucidate may be stated, but argu- 
ments not allowed. 

Political Demonstrations in Ireland. Question. 
Mr. Whalley having altered a question of which he had given 
notice, by omitting words calculated to give offence, 
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Mr. Scully rose to order, and objected to the word " disloyal," 
which had originally appeared on the paper, and also to the allegation 
that the Prince of Wales had been burnt in effigy. 

Mr. Speaker — " Will the hon. gentleman point out what he con- 
siders to be out of order in the question of the hon. member for 
Peterborough ?" 

Mr. Scully — ** I do not think the paper of the House ought to be 
made use of for the purpose of charging the inhabitants of certain 
towns in Ireland with disloyal manifestations, and with the burning 
of the effigy of the Prince of Wales, particularly when there is no 
truth whatever in the assertion." 

Mr. Speaker — "The rule of the House is that in putting a 
question no argument or opinion is to be offered and no new fact 
stated, except as far as they may be necessary to explain such ques- 
tion The good sense of that regulation must be evident to the 
House. No matter (»ught to be propounded as a question in a form 
to raise discussion. In the present instance it is quite allowable for 
the hon. member to state the facts which are necessary to elucidate 
his question. Whether or not the assertions he has made are well 
founded it is quite beyond my province to determine. It would, of 
course, be improper and out of order, for a member to state as a fact 
anything which he cannot substantiate. If it is capable of being 
established as a fact that the effigy of the Prince of Wales has been 
publicly burnt, then perhaps no great difference of opinion would 
arise as to the appropriateness of the epithet disloyal applied to 
such a transaction. The rule of the House is, as I have stated, that 
no matter of opinion or argument can be introduced in putting a 
question." 

Vol. 169, pp. 1931-33.— Thursday, March 26, 1863. 



Question : Limitation in asking. 

Cf. Ex-Governor Eyre ; petition. Question. 

Vol. 192, p. 1850. 

Questions must be restricted to statements of facts. 

Cf. Army. Volunteers and Hyde Park. 

Vol 206, p. a 602.— Tuesday, June 6, 1871. 
<Clf . Army : Campaign manoeu\Te8 in the autumn. — Question. 

Vol. 208, p. 781-7^3.— Thursday, August 3, 1871. 
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Also Navy : Loss of the MegcBra^ Notice. 

Vol. 208, p. 842.— Friday, August 4, 1871. 
Cf . Export of arms to Belligerent States. Question. 

Vol. 204, p. 1764.— Friday, March 10, 1871. 

Latitude for Personal explanation. 

In asking a question if a member states that his personal 
honour is involved, it is usual to allow some latitude, and 
not strictly to confine an hon. member to the rules in 
asking questions. 

Bribery at Berwick. Question. 

Mr. R. HodiiSOD, in asking the question of which he had given 
notice, asked the permission of the House to read a letter, on the 
ground that his personal honor was affected. On an hon. member 
objecting, 

Mr. Speaker said — " In strict order the hon. member should be 
confined to the general rules of this House ; he should be satisfied 
with asking his question. I told him so before I was aware that 
the matter involved in any respect his personal honor ; but when 
the hon. member had made that statement I felt it was not for me 
further to interfere." 

Vol. 162, pp. 1214-15— Monday, April 29, 1861. 

Questions: Complex Character. 

A question of a complex nature, comprising in fact 
several questions, the answer to which would involve 
expressions of opinion does not come within the rules of 
the House. 

Parliament — Conduct of business — Question. 

Sir Henry Hoare having put a complex question to the first Lord 
of the Treasury, and objection being taken thereto, Mr. Speaker 
explained the rules with regard to questions. 

Questions may be put to Ministers of the Crown relating to public 
affairs ; but in putting such questions no argument or opinion is to 
be offered, nor any facts stated except such as may be necessary to 
explain such question. 
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Now in looking at the question of the hon. baronet, it appears to 

comprise not less than six questions It is 

perfectly true that these rules have been made for the purpose of 
excluding from questions matters of opinion and argument which are 
fit for debate. In my opinion, the question of the hon. baronet is 
not of such a kind as to come within the rules of the House. 

Vol. 203, pp. 241-2.— Thursday, July 14, 1870. 

Question: Improper to put. 
A question couched in terms not respectful and unpaj- 

liamentary cannot be put. 

Her Majesty the Queen. 

Mr. Kearden — ** Sir, I beg to give notice that on Monday next I 
shall ask the first Lord of the Treasury whether it is true that Her 
Majesty the Queen has been compelled through delicate health to 
retire from England during the remainder of this session ; and, if so, 
whether it ifi the intention of Her Majesty's Government, out of con- 
sideration to Her Majesty's health, comfort, and tranquility, and in 
the interest of the Koyal Family and of Her Majesty's subjects 
throughout the empire, and especially of this metropolis, to advise 
Her Majesty to abdicate." (Repeated cries of **Order" and ''Chair.") 

Mr. Speaker — "The House has anticipated my decision by the 
expression— the indignant expression - of feeling with regard to the 
terms employed in the notice of the hon. member. No doubt ques- 
tions may be addressed by a member of this House to the confidential 
advisers of the Crown as to any matter relating to the discharge of 
public duties by the Sovereign, but these questions must be addressed 
m respectful *and parliamentary terms. The question of the hon. 
member is not couched in such terms and cannot be put." 

Vol. 172, p. 711.— Friday, May 22, 1868. 

Cf . The prosecution of ex-Governor Eyre. 

Vol. 192, p. 717.-- Friday, May 22, 1868. 

Question : To whom to be put. 

Questions on matters of public business ought only to 
be addressed to Ministers of the Crown or to members 
who have charge of measures before the House. 

The state of the Serpentine. Question. 
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Mr. Clay asked the member for Whitby (Mr. Stephenson) his 
opinion as to the scheme of Mr. Hawksley. 

In reply to a question of order put by Mr. Koehuck, 
The Speaker said the hon. member had transgressed the limits 
imposed by the rules of the House with reference to questions which 
ought only to be addressed to Ministers of the Crown with reference 
to matters affecting public business, or to hon. members who had 
charge of measures before the House. 

Vol. 165, p. 1346.— Thursday, August 11, 1859. 



Questions to Members : Limits of. 

Questions can only be put to Ministers of the Crown, 
and other members on public matters connected with the 
business of the House. 

The Middle Level Drainage. Rupture of the sluice question. 

Mr. Bentinck asked the hon. member for Huntingdonshire a 
question relative to the Middle Level Inundation. 

Mr. Fellows replied and was about to read Mr. Ha wkshaw's report 
when — 

Mr. Speaker — "I do not know what may be the wish of the 
House as to the extent to which this conversation should proceed ; 
but it is my duty to inform the hon. member, and the House, that 
questions are confined by the direction of the House, to lilinisters of 
the Crown, relating to public affairs, and to other members, relating 
to any Bill, motion, or any public matter connected with the business 
of the House in which such members may be concerned. This may 
be a matter of public importance, but it does not fall within the 
limits laid down by the order." 

Vol. 166, pp. 2027-8.— Thursday, May 22, 1862. 

Questions to Private Members, Rule, 

Any question may be put to a private member relating 
to any Bill, motion, or other public matter connected with 
the business of the House in which such member may be 
concerned. 

Eule of the House. Questions to private members. Question. 



168 

An lion, isemiber hsving put a qiieation to anodier hoa. mfimber 
idattre to trespass on Ids estate liy a Sab-inspector of Police — 

Mr. Speaker—*' The rule of the House with respect to asking 
qnestioDS of a prirate member is, that any question may be pat 
relating to any Bill, motion, or otlier public matter connected with 
the bninness of the House in which sach hon. member may be c<m* 
cemed. If the hon. gentleman is prepared to show that the qnesdon 
he IB about to ask comes within these limits he may put it ; odierwise 
he may take the opportunity in debate of referring to the matter, but 
he cannot put it in the shape of a question." 

VoL 174, p. 1914.— Friday. April 29, 1864. 
Cf. Sir Charles Dilke's speech at Newcastle. Bules and Orders of 
the House. Question. 

Vol. 209, p. 141.— Thursday, February 8, 1872. 

Questions : Pertinency of. 
Questions put, when there is a motion before the 
House upon which it is competent for any member to 

address the House must be pertinent to the subject. 

Ex-6oyemor Eyre. Question. 

Motion made and question proposed, ** That this House do now 
adjourn." 

Colonel Stuart Knox put a question relative to a letter in the Times. 

Mr. Speaker — ** So far as I understand, the question proposed by 
the hon. member is a question addressed to a member of the Govem- 
ment, whether they have formed an opinion of a letter written by a 

fentleman on a subject not connected with anything before uxis 
louse." 
Colonel Stuart Knox proceeding further, 

Mr. Speaker — " There is a motion before the House upon which it 
is competent for any member to address the House ; but I pointed 
out that to address a question upon such a subject to the Government 
is not pertinent to the argument of any question before the House. 
I think it ought not to be introduced." 

Vol. 192, p. 839.— Monday, May 25, 1868. 

Question : Division of. 
A question may be divided. 
Irish Church Bill — Lords' amendment. 
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Mr. Gladstone having moved "That this House doth disagree 
with the Lords in the said amendment," 

An hon. member asked if it was in order to move that the proposi- 
tion he divided, and that the question he put as to the first part, 
stopping at the word ** religion "? 

Mr. Speaker — " It is possible to move an amendment upon the pro- 
position hefore the House, and if the hon. member proceeds to move 
an amendment such as he has suggested, it may he done without 
infringing the rule of order.*' 

Vol. 197, pp. 1919-21.— Thursday, July 15, 1869. 

Questions : ^Alteration in wording of. 

The Speaker has the power to direct that the language 
of a question be changed, if it seems to him unbecoming. 

Disqualification of witnesses. 

Mr. Speaker in calling upon the member for Tavistock to put the 
question of which he had given notice, informed the House that the 
words in the printed notice of the question, ** The inability of this 
witness to affirm her belief in * certain speculative propositions'," 
had heen changed by the Speaker's directions to the words, " The 
inahility of the witness to affirm her helief in a * future state of 
rewards and punishments'," as the former appeared to the Speaker 
not to he hecoming words so applied. 

Vol. 161, p. 342.— Tuesday, Fehruary 12, 1861. 

Questions are revised by the ofificers of the House if 
necessary, to make them conform to the rules of the 
House. 

Navy. H.M.S. Captain. Case of Mrs. Burgoyne. Questions. 

Mr. BaiUie Cochrane complained of an alteration which had been 
made in his question 

Mr. Speaker — " The House was aware that when questions were 
brought to the table it was sometimes necessary to revise them, in- 
asmuch as they often contained argumentative miBitter, and in other 
ways transgressed the Rules of the House. It was. therefore, his 
opinion, and, he believed, the opinion of the House often expressed 
in reference to those questions, that it was desirable when it was 
thought necessary to introduce any amendment into them to com- 
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municate, if possible, with the hon. member who had given notice^of 
them ; and if it were found impossible to make such communication, 
the Officers of the House undertook to make questions as conformable 
as possible to the Rules of the House." 

Vol. 20(>, p. 4fi8.— Tuesday, May 9, 1871. 
Cf . Parliament rules and practice of House. 

Vol. 207. p. 1881.— Monday, July 17, 1871. 
Cf. Navy — ^loss of the Meg cor a notice. 

Vol. 208, p. 84-.'.— Friday, August 4, 1871. 

Questions: Where Character in Involved: Debate on. 

In cases where the honor or character of individuals is 
involved, an individual explanation is allowed in addition 
to the answer to the question. 

A question having been put relative to General Ashbumham, and 
an answer thereto having been given by the First Lord of the Trea- 
sury, General Peel rose to address the House on tho plea that personal 
character was involved in the question. Cries of order being raised, 
General Peel said he would move the adjournment of the House. 

Mr. Speaker. — " I have usually observed that in cases where the 
honor or character of individuals is involved, the House is in the 
habit of allowing departure from its strict rules. If it is the pleasure 
of the House to take that course on the present occasion, I trust that 
the proceeding will be confined to individual explanation, and that it 
will not be allowed to lead to a debate." 

Vol. 148, pp. 862-3.— Monday, Feb. 8, 1858. 

Questions : On Bills, 

On the second reading of a Bill only such questions 
may be asked as are relevant to the Bill; but the adjourn- 
ment of the debate may be moved, and any question may 
then be asked. 

On the moti<»n that the Common Law Procedure Act Amendment 
Bin be now read a second time, 

Sir John Shelley said he wished to ask a question of the right hon. 
gentleman opposite -relative to the production of the Indian 
despatches. 
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Mr. Speaker said — ''The hon. member is not in order if his 
question is not relevant to the Bill before the House." 

Sir John Shelley said he would put himself in order by moving 
the adjournment of the debate. 

Under cover of this amendment the question of the production of 
the Indian despatches was debated, and then the amendment was 
withdrawn, and the main question put and agreed to. 

Vol. 150, pp. 928-931.— Thursday, May 20, 1868. 

Questions : Answers to. 
An hon. member, in reply to a question by another 
hon. member, is out of order in giving reasons for the 
course indicated in his reply. 

The Maynooth grant. Question. 

Mr. Whalley asked the hon. member for North Warwickshire his 
intentions regarding the Maynooth BiU. 

Mr. Spooner stated his intention not to bring it on, and was pro- 
ceeding to give his reasons, when — 

Mr. Speaker — "The hon. member is not entitled to enter into 
explanations." 

But the hon. member following, Mr. Speaker gave reasons briefly. 

Vol. 162, p. 154.— Thursday, March 21, 1861. 

Question : Latitude in answering. 
In answering a question latitude is allowed. 

Cf . The Irish Constabulary. Question. 

Vol. 173, p. 1816.— Friday, March 11, 1864. 

Question : Replying to, latitude. 

In reply to a question more latitude is given to a 
Minister than to a private member. 

The outrage in Brazil. 

Mr. Layard was replying at some length to a question by Mr. Laird, 
when Lord Robert Cecil rose to order. 

Mr. Speaker — " The usual course is to permit a Minister in reply to 
a question of this description to enter more into detail than would be 
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deemed right in the case of a private member. At the same time it 
is a matter for the exercise of discretion in the minister. He shoold 
avoid expressions which may call forth observations from other 
members and excite debate." • 

Vol. 169, pp. 146-148.— Friday, February 6, 1863. 



Latitude permitted to a Minister in answering a question, 

Mr. Roebuck and the Emperor of the French. 

Cf. Vol. 172, p. 69.— July 2, 1863. 



No reply or subsequent motion. 

An hon. member having put a question and spoken 
thereto cannot reply nor make a motion for the adjourn- 
ment of the House. 

Bridgewater election. Question. 

Mr. Pemberton having put a question to the First Lord of the 
Treasury desired subsequently to make some remarks. 

Mr. Speaker — ** The hon. member is now entering upon a reply." 

Mr. Pemberton — Then I beg to move the adjournment of the 
House. 

Mr. Speaker said tbe hon. member could not make a motion, having 
spoken to it. 

Vol. 199, pp. 803-6.— Friday, February 25, 1870. 

Question : Debate on. 

If a debate is to arise on a question a motion must be 
made. 

France and Prussia. Question. Observations. 

A question having been put to the Government, and a replf 
having been given, an hon. member rose to speak. 

Mr. Speaker decided that a question having been put and answered^ 
if a debate is to arise, it cannot go on without a motion. 

Vol. 203, pp. 343-48.— Friday, July 15, 1870. 
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Questions, with Reasons stated 

Mr. Stanley said that, in accordance with the rule laid down hy 
Mr. Speaker, he should explain the question which he was about to 
put by stating a few simple reasons for putting it. That he might be 
in order, he should move that the House, at its rising, adjourn to 
Monday. 

Mr. Speaker said — ** That, of course, if the hon. member persisted 
in the motion he must put it, but the hon. member must be aware 
that, in putting a question, by the rules of that House he must 
confine himself to such few remarks as were necessary to render it 
intelligible." 

Vol. 145, pp. 711-12.— Friday, May 22, 1857. 



RESOLUTIONS. 



Giving power by Resolution not included in an Act, 
Power having been given by Act of Parliament to 
Mr. Speaker to regulate certain charges (in respect of 
Private Bills), it is not competent for the House to 
order that control over other matters ("counsels' fees") 
should be inserted in the resolution, the power given by 
the Act not extending to any control over the fees of 
counsel conducting business before Conunittee. 

Private Bills. Resolutions. 

Motion made and question proposed— " That Mr. Speaker be re- 
quested to revise the list of charges for Parliamentary agents, 
solicitors, and others, with a view especially to the reduction of the 
charges allowed for copies of documents." 

Amendment proposed to insert " Counsels' fees.'* 

Mr. Speaker ruled that it would not be competent to ordtr that 
-^lese orders be inserted. 

The House by resolution, called on the Speaker to discharge a 
duty in the regulation of certain charges which he is empowered to 
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regulate by Act of Parliament ; but the powers granted by the Act 
did not extend to any control over the fees of counsel conducting 
business before Committees. 

Vol. 173, pp. 674-6,— Tuesday, February 16, 1864. 



Resolutions : Duration of, 

A resolution of the House expires in the session in 

whieli it is passed. 

Admission of Baron Ddayer Amscheld de Rothschild. 

Vol. 162, pp. 469, 462.— Wednesday, February 16, 1869. 



SELECT COMMITTEES. 



A member cannot be added to a Select Committee on 
motion of another member. 

Rating of Mines Committee. 

Mr. Hadfiield moved that Sir Joseph Paxton should be added to 
this Committee ; but notice being taken that the House had ordered 
that this Committee should consist of sixteen members, and had 
already nominated that number, 

Mr. Speaker stated that no other member could be added without 
leave of the House, previously obtained, and that the question there- 
fore could not be put. 

Vol. 146, p. 639-40.— Tuesday, May 19, 1867. 

Every member has the privilege of attending a Com- 
mittee, unless it be a Secret Committee. 

Colonel French asked the Speaker whether a Select Committee 
had a right to exclude members from being present. 

Mr. Speaker — " In answering the question put to me by the hon. 
member, as to the rule of the House upon this subject, I have to state 
that cases of late years have occurred, and that a very distinct ruHng 
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upon this matter has been delivered from this chair by my immediate 
predecessor. On the 23rd February, 1849, he stated that, according 
to the rules of the House, every hon. member has the privilege of 
attending in a Committee, unless it be a Secret Committee. The 
usual practice has been that during the deliberations of the Committee 
other hon. members have left the room. . There have been instances 
in which hon. members would not leave the room, and where, on the 
application of the Committee, the House has granted the power of 
excluding hon. members. The rule, therefore, has been very dis- 
tinctly laid down — and it was assented to by the House — that hon. 
members are privileged to attend in Committees. 

Vol. 146, pp. 137-139.— Mbnday, June 22, 1867. 



It is competent for a Committee to proceed with 
business in the absence of one of their number. And the 
House may discharge from further attendance a member 
for sufficient reason. 

Mr. Deasy reported from the Select Committee appointed to try and 
determine the matter of the petition of Robert Alexander Shafto 
Adair, ** That on the meeting of the Committee at the hour to which 
they had adjourned from the previous sitting, the Marquess of 
Blandford one of the members of the said Committee, did not attend, 
and was not present within one hour after the meeting of the Com- 
mittee. A certificate was delivered in and read, showing that the 
Marquess of Blandford was, at the time at the bedside of his father, 
the Duke of Marlborough, who was dying and had since ^ed. 

Ordered, that the Marquess of Blandford be excused for not 
attending, and be discharged from further attendance on the same 
Committee. Mr. Grogan asked if it were competent for the Committee 
now to proceed with the investigation of the case before them? 

Mr. Speaker — *' It is distinctly provided by Act of Parliament that 
they may do so." 

Vol. 146, p. 713, 714.— Wednesday, July 1, 1857. 



Motion for. 

On August 3, 1875, Lord John Russell moved for a Select Commit- 
tee on the oaths taken by members; also, in one and the same 
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motion — " Tliat tbe Committee do consist of the following twenty- 
five members (here follow the names), and all gentlemen of the 
Long Robe, members of this House." 

Mr. Newdegate objected that there were three separate resolutions 
in the motion which should be moved separately. 

The Speaker put the first resolution for the appointment of a Select 
Committee, and Ijord John Hussell then moved—** That the Commit- 
tee do consist of the following twenty-five members," and was pro- 
ceeding to read the names when objection was taken to lumping the^e 
two resolutions. . 

The Speaker ruled that the form adopted by the noble lord was in 
conformity with the ancient practice of the House when the Commit- 
tee was to exceed a prescribed number. It would, however, be neces- 
sary to put the proposition in two distinct resolutions. 

A fisher objection being taken that some of the twenty-five 
nominated were members of thp Long Kobe, 

Mr. Speaker suggested the following wording ** That the Com- 
mittee do consist of iwenty-five members to be nominated by the 
House, and all the gentlemen of the Long Robe members of this 
House," and so, after some further discussion, the question was put 
by Mr. Speaker. 

Vol. 147.— Tuesday, August 3, 1857. 

On the resimiption of adjourned debate on this question, Mr. 
Speaker stated the usual practice of the House was to read the names, 
and if no objection was taken as they pass^ they are considered to be 
accepted by this House. 



Report and Evidence Printing, 

By desire of the House, or of the Chairman who 
brought up the report, an alteration of the usual course 
as to printing may be made. 

Packet and Telegraph Contracts Committee. Report. 

Mr. Cobden brought up the report, and moved that it be printed 
with the evidence. 

Mr. Ridley suggested that the report should be printed separately, 
for the sake of expedition. 

Mr. Speaker said, the usual course was that the Chairman of the 
Committee who brought up the report moved that it and the 
evidence be printed, and they were consequently printed together. 
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But if any alteration of that course were made, it could only be by 
the desire of the House or of the Chairman who brought up the 
report. 

Vol. 166, p. 1319.— Wednesday, August 10, 1869. 



Appointment of another Memher^Notice, 

The addition of another name on a Committee requires 
due notice. 

Thames Embankment Committee. 

Sir Joseph Paxton having proposed the names of certain hon. 
members on the said Committee, 

Lord Fermoy moved the substitution of another hon. member in 
place of one proposed by Sir John Paxton. 

Mr. Speaker said the hon. member could not suggest the insertion 
of another name on the committee without due notice. 

Vol. 158, p. 1176-7.— Friday, March 11, 1860. 

Cf . Tenure and Improvement of Land (Ireland) Act Committee. . 

Vol. 178, pp. 966-6.— Friday, April 7, 1865. 



Select Committees : Appointment of. Amendment to 

question. 

Upon a notice to nominate certain hon. members as a 
Select Committee, an amendment to add other names is 
out of order. 

Poor Law Relief (Ireland) Select Committee. 

Upon the motion to nominate the Select Committee upon this 
subject to consist of fifteen members; names given. Motion 
agreed to. 

Mr. Butt moved as an amendment— " That the Committee do 
consist of twenty-one members ; that six members (names specified) 
be added to the Committee." 

Mr. Speaker ruled that the amendment was out of order, and 
could not be put. 

Vol 161, p. 1627.— Thursday, March 7, 1861. 

M 
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Suhatitution of Members, 
An hon. member opposing the appointment of an hon. 
member on a Committee and suggesting another can 
only do so by giving notice. 

Turnpike Trust. Nomination of Committee. 

Vol. 174, pp. 600-1.— Tuesday, April 5, 1864, 
Bankruptcy Act. Nomination of Committee. 

Vol. 174, pp. 1668-9.— Monday, April 25, 1864. 

Question to Chairman. 
. A private member cannot interrogate the Chairman as to 
the proceedings of that Committee when the report is 
before the House. 

Bridgewater election — Question. 

A question having been put to the Chairman of the Committee on 
the Bridgewater election, Mr. Speaker said, ** The hon. member for 
Montrose has performed his duty as Chairman of the Election Com- 
mittee. The evidence of that Committee has been laid on the table 
of the House. It has been for some time in the hands of members, 
and the House has acted upon it, and issued the writ. It is beyond 
the province of a private member to interrogate the Chairman now as 
to the proceedings of that Committee.'* 

Vol. 183, pp. 1797-8.— Monday, June 4, 1866. 

Giving Notice of Names before appointment. 
A notice of the names to serve on a Select Committee 
is of no effect before the House has appointed the Com- 
mittee. 

Parliament. Point of order. Question. 

Colonel Ffrendi said he would beg to ask Mr. Speaker — " Whether 
it is competent for a member to give notice of the names of hon. 
m.embers to serve upon a Committee when the House has not even 
decided that the Bill which was the subject of his notice should be 
referred to a Select Committee ?'* 

Mr. Speaker — " Such a notice as that would be of no effect." 

Vol. 192, p. 16.— Monday, May 11, 1868. 
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Debate^ Order in. Canvassing Names of. 

It is not competent to canvass the composition of a 
Committee before the Committee is appointed. 

Boundaries of Boroughs. Motion for a Select Committee. 

Mr. Newdegate pointed out that the Committee, as nominated, did 
not include a single English coimty member ; when 

Mr. Speaker said that, although he had put the motion as a whole, 
yet its parts would afterwards be put separately. The hon. member 
could not canvass the composition of the Committee until it had been 
agreed that a Committee should be appointed and the names were put 
severally irom the chair. 

Vol. 192, p. 4^7.— Monday, May 18, 1868. 



Power of the House as to a Joint Committee. 
The House can only appoint a Committee of the House. 

East India Finance. Motion for Select Committee. 

The Prime Minister having moved a resolution for the appointment 
of a Select Committee on East India Finances, an hon. member 
desired to move to add to the resolution — " And that such Conmiittee 
be solely composed of members of the House of Commons." 

Question of Order — Whether such an amendment can be put from 
the chair. ^ 

Mr. Speaker — " The only thing this House can do is to appoint a 
Committee of this House ; it cannot appoint or prevent the appoint- 
ment of a Committee of the other House, therefore the amendment 
could not properly be put." 

Vol. 204, p. 776.— Thursday, February 23, 1871. 

Days of Meeting : Change of 
It is not contrary to the Rules of the House for the 
Chairman of a Select Committee, after communicating 
with such members as is possible, to change the day of 
meeting to an earlier one. 

Parliament. Committee on business of the House. Observation.. 
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Mr. Cavendish Bentinck called attention to the fact — as involving 
the rights and privilege of members — that the Chairman of the Com- 
mittee had taken it on himself to change the day of meeting to an 
earlier day than that fixed. 

Mr. Speaker — " I hardly think I can with propriety be called on 
to intervene in this matter. When a Committee is appointed it elects 
its own Chairman and appoints its days for sitting, and as has been 
said very properly in the course of this discussion, it is often necessary 
for the general convenience that the Chairman should take upon 
himself any alteration in the course of business which may become 
necessary. The only point which seems to be submitted for my 
consideration is whether in a case where a meeting of the Com- 
mittee has been settled for a later day, as for Fridsiy, the Com- 
mittee can with propriety be summoned for an earlier day, that is for 
Tuesday. It is a rule of this House that when public notice has 
once been given of a motion — it being obviously impossible to com- 
municate with every one of the 660 members — ^the day fixed cannot 
be altered— at least cannot be anticipated. But on this occasion the 
Chairman was acting, as I understand, to the best of his judgment 
for the convenience of the Committee, and in accordance with the 
desire of such members of the Committee as he had been able to 
communicate with. There had been, moreover, no fixed adjournment 
of the Committee. The Chairman had merely intimated to the 
Committee a proposal that they should meet upon Tuesday. In this 
there does not appear to me to have been anything contravening the 
rules of the House." 

Vol. 205, pp. 685-9.— Monday, March 27, 1871. 



THE SPEAKER. 



Addressing the House. 

On the Customs and Inland Revenue Bill being considered ^n 
Committee, Mr. Speaker addressed the Committee on the subject of 
horses employed in agriculture and in making and maintenance of 
roads. 

Vol. 201, pp. 1815-16.— Thursday, June 9, 1870. 
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Appeal to, on a point which arises in Committee. 
Supply. Civil Service Estimates. 

Mr. Seymour Fitzgerald asked the Speaker whether it was in the 
rules of the House that when a vote had heen moved on account and 
no report had heen made on that vote, that there should afterwards, 
on the same night, he taken a vote on the halance. 

Mr. Speaker — " The question ovight not to he put to me ; it should 
be put to the Chairman of Ways and Means. The Chairman is 
responsible for the business in Committee, and no appeal lies from 
him to me; and I feel it would be extremely wrong to express an 
opinion on a point that arose in Committee." 

Vol. 170, p. 9.— Friday, March 27, 1880. 



The Speaker: Appeal to, on a Question referring to 
procedure in Committee of Supply. 

A question relative to procedure in Committee of 

Supply should be addressed to Chairman of Committees. 

* Supply. Motion — " That Mr. Speaker do now leave the chair.** 

Colonel Sykes asked Mr. Speaker whether, on going into Com- 
mittee on the first naval vote, members would be allowed to discuss 
the Estimates at large. 

Mr. Speaker said that the question should be addressed to the 
Chairman of Committees. 

Vol. 181, p. 1320.— Thursday, March 1, 1866. 

Casting Vote. 

When the House cannot decide upon an amendment 

to a Bill which has been reported by the Committee, and 

iss being considered by the House, the Speaker votes so 

as to leave the Bill as reported. 

Fisheries (Scotland) Bill consideration. 
Order for consideration read. 

Amendment proposed. Question put -"That these words be 
inserted." 
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The House divided — Ayes, 37 ; Noes, 37 — and the numbers being 
equal, Mr. Speaker stated that as the House was unable to form a 
judgment upon the propriety of the proposed amendment, he should 
best perform his duty by leaving the Bill in the form in which the 
Committee had reported it to the House, and accordingly he declared 
himself with the Noes. 

• Vol. 168, p. 1062.— Thursday, May 10, 1860. 

On the third reading of a Bill if the voices be equal, 
Mr. Speaker throws upon the House the responsibitity of 
deciding what change should be made in the law as it 
exists. 

Church Rates Abolition Bill, &c. 

Mr. Speaker said — " If the equality of voices had arisen in an 
earlier stage of the Bill, I should have had no difficulty in the course 
I should pursue, because, guided by the rule which has been 
established by many able men who have preceded me in this chair, I 
should have desired so to vote as to give the House another oppor- 
tunity of deciding the question for itself, rather than to have t£^en 
that decision into my own hands. But that rule does not prevail on 
the third reading of a Bill. "We have now reached the third reading 
of this BUI, and I find that the House hesitates and is unable to 
express a decision whether this law shall stand or shall be changed. 
As far as I can collect the opinion of this House from the course of 
the debate, it seems to me the general opinion of the House is in 
favor of some settlement of this question different from that which 
is contained in this Bill, and I think I shall best discharge my duty 
by leaving to the future and deliberate judgment «»f the House to 
decide what change should be ULade in the la>v, if it should be their 
pleasure to make a change, rather than to take the responsibility of 
the change on my single vote. I therefore give my voice with the 
Noes." 

Vol. 163, p. 1322.— Wednesday, June 19, 1861. 

In the case of a motion made to disagree with the 
Lords' amendment to a BUI, and on divisioa the numbers 
being equal, the Speaker votes so as to support the Bill 
as passed by the House. 

Juries Bill. Lords* amendments. 
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Motion made and question put — " That this House doth disagree 
with the Lords in the said amendment." 

The House divided— Ayes, 63 ; Noes, 53 - and the numhers being 
equal, Mr. Speaker stated that this House haying passed the Bill in 
a certain form, and the Lords having made an amendment, which it 
had been proposed to disagree to, he should support the Bill as passed 
by this House ; and he therefore declared himself with the Ayes. 

Vol. 168, p. 784-6.— Thursday, July 24, 1862. 



The Speaker's casting vote is given in a way to permit 
of the question again coming up. 

Tests Abolition (Oxford) Bill. 

The House divided— Ayes, 170; Noes, 170 — whereupon the 
members being equal, Mr. Speaker stated that after the votes that 
had been taken this evening the House would not be surprised if he 
desired to atibrd them another opportunity of deciding the question 
themselves; this they would be able to do on the question — *• That 
this Bill do pass ;" on the present stage he declared himself with the 
Ayes, 

Vol. 176, pp. 676-678.-July 1, 1864. 



The Speaker's casting vote on stage of a Bill is given 
with a view to give the House a further opportunity. 

Married "Women's Property Bill. Second reading. 

House divided, and the nimibers being equal, Mr. Speaker stated 
that he should follow the wise rule usually adopted in similar cases 
by giving the House further opportunity of considering the merits of 
the Bill at a future stage, and accordingly declared himself with the 
Ayes. 

Vol. 192, p. 1378.— Wednesday, June 10, 1868. 



Leave of Absence. 

If Mr- Speaker desires to be absent from the House on 
a subsequent day he asks the indulgence of the House, 
and a motion is then made that during such absence the 
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Chainnan of the Committee of Ways and Means do take 
the chair as Deput} -Speaker, pursuant to the Standing 
Orders. 

Mr. Speaker informed the House that he had heen honored by an 
invitation from the Chancellor of the University of Oxford to attend 
at Oxford on Wednesday next in order that the degree of Doctor of 
Civil Laws might be conferred upon him by that University . Motion 
accordingly made and ordered— "That during Mr. Speaker's tem- 
porary absence at Oxford on "Wednesday next, Mr. Dodson, the 
Chainnan of the Committee of Ways and Means, do take the chair as 
Deputy- Speaker, pursuant to the Standing Orders." 

Whereupon Mr. Speaker expressed his acknowledgments to the 
House for its indul^rence. 

Vol. 202, pp. 494-5.— Monday, June 20, 1870. 

The Speaker : Absence of. 

When the Clerk at the table informs the House of 

the unavoidable absence of Mr. Speaker, the Chairman 

of the Committee of Ways and Means proceeds to the 

table as Deputy-Speaker, and after prayers counts the 

House, and, forty members being present, takes the 

Chair, pursuant to Standing Order. 

Cf. vol. 181, p. 1792. Friday, March 9, 1866. 
Cf. vol. 182, pp. 14, 16, 134, 241, 281, 419, 486 ; and on several 
other occasions in March and April, 1866. 

The Speaker: Absence of in the course of a sitting 

When the Speaker retires and the Clerk at the table 
informs the House that Mr. Speaker, in the present state 
of his health, is unable to return and resume the Chair, 
the Chairman of the Committee takes the .Chair as 
Deputy -Speaker. 

Cf. vol 182, p. 1491. -Monday, April 16, 1866. 
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The Speaker : Absence of when the House attends the 

House of Lords, 

When the Speaker is unable to attend with the House 
in the House of Peers, a resolution is passed that the 
Chairman do fulfil the duties of Mr. Speaker in that 
respect. 

Mr. Speaker*s illness. 

The House being informed by Mr. Speaker that he had received 
notice that a Commission to give Her Majesty's royal assent to 
certain Acts of Parliament, is ordered for this day. and that being 
disabled from attending with the House in the House of Peers, he 
should be obliged, by permission of the House, to withdraw before 
the arrival of the Usher of the Black £od 

Mr. Walpole said that some years ago provision was made for 
the compulsory absence of the Speaker, by a resolution, which 
enabled a Deputy Speaker to be appointed to discharge the duties 
of the office for the time contemplated by that resolution. That 
resolution had been acted upon recently during the illness of the 
Speaker, in consequence of an imfortunate accident, which they must 
aU regret. The House, by resolution, could enable Mr. Speaker, not 
merely for the whole evening as contemplated by the Standing 
Orders, but for any limited time, to vacate the chair whenever an 
occasion, rendering such a course desirable, should occur. A Com- 
mission was about to be held, by command of Her Majesty, in the 
House of Lords ; and, in order to enable the Speaker to vacate the 
chair, and to obviate his attendance in the other House, he would 
move a resolution to that effect, at the same time mentioning to the 
House that the Speaker did not absent himself from the chair more 
than was absolutely necessary, and that directly the Roval assent 
had been given to the Bills in the other House, the Speaker would 
resume his position in the chair. 

Besolved — " That during the temporary absence of Mr. Speaker 
from the House this day, for the reason stated by him, the Chairman 
of the Committee of Ways and Means do take the chair as Deputy 
Speaker, and do attend with the House in the House of Peers, and do 
report to the House the Royal assent to the said Acts." 

Vol. 182, p. 176, 3, 4.— Friday April 20, 1866. 

And, on Monday, April 23rd, 1866, a similar statement being made 
to the House by Mr. Speaker, a similar resolution was carried, and 



186 



the Chairman of the Committee of Ways and Means took the chair 
as Deputy Speaker, and attended the House of Peers ; and, on 
return reported the Royal assent to certain Bills, whereupon Mr. 
Speaker returned to the House, and resumed the chair. 

Vol. 182, p. 1870-1.— Monday, April 23, 1866. 



STRANGERS. 



Strangers : Withdrawal of. 

If an hon. member calls Mr. Speaker's attention to the 

presence of strangers, they must be ordered to withdraw. 

Question — Contagious Diseases Act (1866, 1869) Repeal. 
Strangers ordered to withdraw. 

Vol. 201, pp. 1306-7.— Tuesday, March 24, 1870. 



SUPPLY: COMMITTEE OF. 



Amendment on motion to go into. 

On the motion that the Speaker do leave the Chair, 
and an amendment thereto being moved, it is not com- 
petent to move an amendment on that amendment. 

Harbors of Refuge. 

Order for Committee read. Motion made and question proposed — 
" That Mr. Speaker do now leave the chair." 

Amendment proposed bjr Sir Frederic Smith. 

Further amendment given notice of by Sir John Hay, to add a 
word (viz., the harbor of Filey) to proposed amendment. 
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Mr. Speaker — " The proposal of the hon. and gallant memher for 
Chatham is an amendment on the motion that I do leave the chair. 
The hon. and gallant memher for Wakefield cannot therefore at this 
time suhmit his amendment to the House. But if the proposal of 
the hon. and gallant memher for Chatham be adopted, it wilL then 
become a substantive motion, on which it will be competent for the 
hon. and gallant member for Wakefield to move an amendment." 

Vol. 170, pp. 307-316.— Friday, April 17, 1863. 



On the motion made and question put — "That Mr, 
Speaker do now leave the Chair*' — ^for going into a 
Committee of Supply, no motion can be made, except as 
an amendment to that question. 

Sir Denham Norreys having moved on the above question— "That 
it be an instruction to the Chairman, in Committee of Supply, that 
if a member raises a discussion on any item of the Estimates, by 
proposing that it be omitted or modified, the Chairman shall confine 
the discussion to that item until it shall have been disposed of by the 
House ; and that the question shall be put to the House on the item 
imder discussion separately, and apart from the uther items com- 
prising the total amount to be voted." 

Mr. Speaker - " I ought to point out to the hon. baronet that the 
only mode in which he can put his motion is in the form of an 
amendment on the motion that I do now leave the chair. That is 
the motion at present before the House, and no other motion can be 
now made, except as an amendment to that question. It will be 
necessary, too, for the hon. baronet to make a change in the wording 
of his resolution before I can, with propriety, put it, because the 
instruction ought to be to the Committee, and not to the Chadrman.*' 

Vol. 146, p. 6y.— Friday, June 19, 1857. 



Amendment on Question for going into Supply being 

carried, subsequent motion. 

An amendment having been carried to the question 
" That Mr. Speaker do now leave the chair,*' it is usual 
for the motion " That the House should immediately 
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resolve itself into a Committee of Supply,** to be moved 
by a Minister. 

Chimney Sweepers. Question. 

Moved — " That this House do immediately resolve itself into the 
Committee of Supply." 

Motion agreed to. 

Motion made. Question proposed—" That Mr. Speaker do now 
leave the chair.*' 

Mr. Digby Seymour rose lo put a question relative to climbing 
boys. 

Mr. Hunt rose to order on the point t^at an amendment having 
been already carried lo the motion for going into Supply, the House 
must now proceed to tbe Order which came next after Supply. 

Mr. Speaker said — '' That an amendment had been proposed to 
the motion that the Speaker do now leave the chair, and had been 
carried. It had been for some years the practice of the House 
imder such circum^tance3 for the Minister to move that the House 
should immediately resolve itself into a Committee of Supply, and 
that the Speaker should leave the chnir. Such a motion heui been 
made, and the business of the evening might proceed without 
interruption." 

Vol. 174, p. 1940.— Friday, April 29, 18U4. 

Amendment to the Motion for going into Committee of 

Supply carried ; and Motion suhsequ&ntly made that 

the House should immediately resolve itself into 

Committee of Supply, Effect upon member who had 

proposed Amendment. 

Question. Supply 

Mr. Speaker — " The motion that the House resolve itself into 
Committee of Supply was superseded by an amendment, which was 
agreed to ; but the Government thought fit - and it has been done on 
previous occasions — to revive the motion for going into Committee of 
Supply. What I wish to explain is, that the motion so revived is 
revived in its entirety ; and that the hon. member who proposes the 
next amendment stands in exactly the same position as it* he had 
proposed his amendment at the commencement of the evening, when 
the motion that I now leave the chair was first made.*' 

Vol. 206, pp. 1314-15.— Friday, April 21, 1871. 
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On going into Committee of Supply, when the Chairman 
of Ways and Means is in the chair, it is not out of order 
to make a general statement explanatory of the votes to 
be submitted. 

Mr. Wilson said he would now give notice that it was his intention 
to move to-morrow night the Civil Service Kstimates as soon as the 
Chairman of Ways and Means took the chair in Committee of 
Supply. 

In reply to a question of Mr. Henley, whether he intended to hring 
on a general discussion of the Civil Service Estimates, 

Mr. Wilson said that his intention was, on going into Committee 
of Supply, when the Chairman of Ways and Means was in the chair, 
to make a general statement, not having reference to the Estimates 
of the present year, hut to the great increase which had taken place 
in those Estimates from 1852 to 1856, including those of the present 
year. 

Sir Henry Willoughhy asked whether the Secretary to the Treasury 
would he in order in taking a general discussion on a single vote. 

Mr. Speaker— "In answer to the question of the honorahle memher, 
I conceive that if the Secretary to the Treasury explains for the 
convenience of the House, and for the general information of 
memhers, the foundation on which these votes are offered to the 
House, he will not he out of order in so doing." 

Vol. 145, pp. 1566-1567.— Thursday, June 11, 1867. 

In the Committee the general statement having heen made, and a 
discussion having ensued, a memher asked for information upon a 
particular item. 

The Chsurman ruled that he could not preclude any hon. memher 
from entering into a general discussion thereon, but if any question 
arose in reference to the specific items of a vote, that explanations 
should be asked for and given when the particular vote was under 
discussion. 

Vol. 145, pp. 1690.1712.— Friday, June 12, 1879. 

Discussion of Estimates, 

On the motion for going into Committee of Supply, it 
is competent to discuss Estimates, though such estimates 
are not to be taken that evening. 

Supply. Question — That Mr. Speaker do now leave the chair. 
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An hon. member called attention to an item ia the Army Estimates. 
Objection taken — ^Tbat the Army Estimates were not to be taken 
that evening. 

Mr. Speaker ruled that the hon. member was in order. 

Vol. 205, p. 307.— Monday, March 20, 1871. 



Amendment on going into Committee negatived. 

When an amendment to the question " That Mr. 
Speaker do now leave the chair'' has been put and 
negatived, the House deciding that the words stand, no 
further amendment is possible. 

Vol. 186, pp. 887, 1201, 1285. 

Amendment on motimfor going into Committee of Supply, 

• If an amendment to the motion for going into Com- 
mittee of Supply is -agreed to, the motion that Mr. 
Speaker do now leave the Chair is thereby superseded. 

The Chair by Commission. 

Vol. 205, p. 1513.— Tuesday, April 21, 1871. 

Order in Debate on going into Committee of Supply, 

On the question that the House go into Committee of 
Supply, it is irregular to refer to separate votes. 

. Supply, ihe Admiralty Committee. Question and Order for Com- 
mittee read. 

Motion made and question proposed — "That Mr. Speaker do now 
leave the chair." 

Sir James Elphinstone asked a question re Admiralty Committee. 

Mr. Lindsay followed, and was proceeding to remark upon new 
votes in the Estimates. 

Mr. Speaker said it was irregular to refer in detail to the separate 
votes on tlie question that the House do go into Committee. 

VoL 165, pp. 426-39.— Monday, February 24, 1862 
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8upply, Debate on Motion for going into : Limitation of. 

On the motion for going into Supply, it is not in order 
to discuss any vote which is to be introduced in Supply. 

Supply. Order fOT Committee read. 

Motion made and question proposed — " That Mr. Speaker do now 
leave the chair.'* 

District Model Schools in Ireland. Observations. 

Mr. O'Eeilly rose to call attention to the large expenditure in 
District Model Schools in Ireland. 

Mr. Speaker said he wished to ask the hon. member whether he 
intended to discuss the vote for the schools. The rule of the House 
was that on the motion for going into Committee of Supply, no 
hon. member should discuss any vote which was about to be intro- 
duced in Supply. 

Vol. 173, pp. 7087-8.— Thursday, June 18, 1868. 

Specific details of the votes in the Estimates must be 
discussed in Committee of Supply. 

On the motion — " That Mr. Speaker do leave the Chair," for the 
House to go into Committee of Supply, 

Sir Francis Baring rose to call the attention of the House to the 
expenditure in St. James's Park, with a view to bring before the 
House a question relating to its privileges, and the course pursued by 
the Government in incurring expenditure without a Vote of Parlia- 
ment. 

Mr. Bentinck, in the course of debate, entered into details of the 
votes. 

Mr. Speaker said — " It was his duty to remind the hon. member that 
the specific details of the votes would be better discussed in Com- 
mittee. The right hon. baronet had confined himself to a question 
which he considered was superior to details, and that was whether 
oertain siuus should be expended without the authority of Parliament. 
That was practically the point to which the attention of the House 
was directed." 

Vol. 145, pp. 1G71, 1673, 1681, 1682.— Friday, June 12, 1857. 

On a Minister appearing at the Bar with an Estimate, 
the motion that it be referred to a Committee of Supply 
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is considered as a motion of course, and is not treated as 
a motion for debate. 

On "Wednesday, July 8, 1857, the Chancellor of the Exchequer 
presented Estimates of the expenses of the Persian and Chinese 
wars, and moved that they he referred to the Committee of Supply. 
Ohjection was taken to the procedure as irregular, inasmuch as it 
interfered with the regular Orders of the Day, and was not on the 
paper. 

Mr. Speaker said that the right hon. gentleman, the Chan- 
cellor of the Exchequer, intimated his intention to present these 
Estimates yesterday, but not seeing him at the bar of the House 
before the commencement of public business yesterday, he omitted 
to call the name of the right hon. gentleman. He beliCTed it had 
been the universal practice, when a Minister appeared at the bar 
with an Estimate, that, on his name being caUed by the Speaker, he 
should be permitted to present the Estimates to the House ; and the 
motion that the Estimate be referred to a Committee of Supply had 
been considered as a motion of course. Therefore he, himself, should 
ha^e considered that what was new, if not irregular, on the present 
occasion, rather was that a motion so generally received as a motion 
of course should have been turned into a motion raising a debate. 
It was for the House to decide whether there was anything in this 
proceeding which interfered with the regular course of the business ; 
but nothing struck him as being irregular in the motion made by the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer. 

Vol. 146, pp. 1132-1137.— Wednesday, July 8, 1867. 

Supply^ Procedure in. 

It is competent, if a notice for a vote for a given sum has 
been given, consisting of many items, to take a vote on a 
particular item, and to postpone the rest. 

Supply. Order for Committee read. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer asked hon. members to allow the 
House to go into Committee of Supply at once that a decision might 
be come to relative to the purchase of the exhibition building. 

Objection taken. 

Mr. Speaker— " In my judgment there is nothing contrary to the 
Bules and Orders ^f the House in the course pursued by the Govern- 
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ment I am confirmed in that view by the circumstance that on 
the occasion when the question arose, the Chairman of the Oommittee 
of Supply expressed the same ojAnion. An opportunity of question-- 
ing the proceeding was afforded m the report of Supply, but no 
objection was made, and the House confirmed the vote. In my 
opinion, therefore, there is nothing irregular in what has been done. * 

Vol. 172, pp. 73-4.~-Thur8day, July 2, 1863. 

Putting resolutions on Report of Supply. 
On the report of Supply, the question is — *' That this 
resolution be read a first time ;*' then " That it be read a 
second time." When the question is put— "That the 
resolution be read a second time," it is open to any hon. 
member to make any observations he may think necessary. 

Ways and Means — Resolution (April 21) reported. 

Sir John Pakington rose to put a question. 

Mr. Speaker said that according to the rules of the House, the 
question must refer directly to the resolution itself. 

Sir John Pakington said he proposed to make some observations 
with reference to Supply. 

Lord Robert Cecil asked Mr. Speaker the rule of the House 
limiting discussion to the question that the lesolution be agreed to. 

Mr. Speaker — * * The nde of the House is this— On the report of 
Supply, the question is, * That this resolution be read a first time.' 
Then * That it be read a second time.' When the question is put 
that the resolution be read a second time, it is open to any hon. 
member to make any observations he may think necessary. No 
hon. member rising to make any observations, the rule of the House 
is that when the resolution is read a second time, and the question 
is that the House do agree to the said resolution, no observations 
may be made of a general nature, but they must refer to the resolu- 
tion under discussion." 

Vol. 174, pp. 1660-52.— Monday, April 25, 1880. . 

On the report of resolutions it is not competent to 
move that a vote be negatived. 

Resolutions reported — (1) " That the sum of £40,000 be granted to 
Her Majesty for the marriage portion of Ber Royal Highness the 
Princess Royal." 

N 
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Mr. Maguire moved — " That the vote of £40,000 be negatived." 
Mr. Speaker said — " That the proper course would be to move the 
amendment on the question that ^e House do agree with the resolu- 
tion of the Committee, and those who concur in the opinion of the 
hon. gentleman could vote in the negative of that question." 

Vol. 146, pp. 839-840.— Monday, March 25, 1859. 



On the report of resolutions, the House can amend 
the resolution passed in Committee of Supply. 

Beport of Supply (Army Estimates) brought up. First resolution 
read second time. 

Sir Benham Norreys raised a discussion on the survey of Scotland, 
and moved that the votes be reduced by £36,000. 

Question put — "That £151,744 stand part of the resolution." 
The House divided. — Ayes, 162; Noes, 172. 

Question put — "That £115,744 be inserted instead thereof . The 
House divided. — Ayes, 290; Noes, 22." 

Mr. Roebuck wished to ask Mr. Speaker a question upon a matter 
of form — I'he House was now called upon to affirm a vote supposed 
to have been arrived at by some Committee, but there was no Com- 
mittee then sitting. 

Mr. Speaker said — "The business before the House was the 
bringing up a resolution of a Committee of Supply. The question 
he h^d to put, therefore, was that the House agree with the resolu- 
tion of the Committee so amended." 

Vol. 146, pp. 2047, 2048, 2076.— Thursday, June 18, 1867. 



Report of Resolutions, 

On the resolutions being reported, it is competent to 

reject a whole vote, or reduce it, by the discussion of any 

items. 

Cf. vol. 160, p. 1599.— Monday, August 20, 1860. 

Committee of Ways and Means ^-Resolutions reported, 
Kesolutions passed in Committee of Ways and Means 
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according to the practice of Parliament should not be 
reported on the same day as that in which passed. 

Practice of the House. Beport of resolutions from Committee of 
Ways and Means. 

The House having gone into Committee of Ways and Means, 
and having come to cert&Ln resolutions in Committee, the resolutions 
vere reported forthwith to the House, with a view to their insertion 
in the Befreshment Houses and Wine Licences Bill in Committee. 

May 10, 1860. 

On the next evening Mr. Bouverie called the attention of the 
House to this departure from the standing practice of Parliament, 
which is that such resolutions shall not he reported on the same day. 

Mr. Speaker, following Mr. Disraeli, Mr. Massey (Chairman of 
Committee of Ways and Means), and Mr. Cardwell, said—" I wish to 
address the House on the suoject of the order of their proceedings 
last night, which has just heen hrought under discussion. There is 
no douht whatever ahout the correctness of the statement made hy 
the right hon. gentleman of the force of the rule which he has 
mentioned — ^that no resolution should be reported to the House on 
the same day that it has heen passed in the Committee. I think 
that whether our Standing Order actually extends to that point or 
not, there is no doubt that the practice and spirit of the Standing 
Order does so extend, and ought to have the same force in our 
proceedings. When I returned to the House after an absence of 
some time, the Chairman reported to me in the usual way that the 
Committee had come to certain resolutions, and that it should be 
reported forthwith. I did not put the question. I said to the 
Chairman, ' What can the resolution be which should make it fitting 
to report it forthwith ?* I was, in fact, discussing that point with 
the Chairman, when the Chancellor of the Exchequer rose and 
moved that the report should be received forthwith. I understood 
that the matter had been previously spoken of in the House, and I 
imagined that the House was aware what was to be done, and that 
it was done by general consent. I did not feel that it became me 
when a resolution was proposed to the House to decline to put it. 
No observation was made, and no objection was raised on either side. 
I put the motion to the House that the report should be received 
forthwith, and, as it passed, the report was accordingly received. 
But I must express my opinion that the course was irregular, and I 
think that it thII be better for the general conduct of public business 
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that we should not pass by this irregularity with simple observation, 
but that on a future occasion, and the earliest occasion— I see no 
objection myself to this evening — it should be corrected." 

On a suggestion of Lord Palmerston the House allowed the matter 
to stand over till Monday, to consider the best course to adopt. 

Vol. 158, pp. 1161-1169.— Friday, May 11. 1860. 

On Monday, May 14, the following decision was arrived at : — 
Notice taken that upon Thursday last the Committee of Ways and 
Means hid agreed to a resolution which, contrary to the rules and 
practice of this House, was, without urgent occasion, ordered to be 
reported forthwith, and was thereupon reported and agreed to by the 
House. 

Ordered that the said proceedings be null and void. 

Ordered that the resolution of tiie Committee of Ways and Means 
be reported to-morrow. 

N.B. — The clauses in the Wine Licences BDl, founded on the 6aid 
resolutions, were accordingly regarded as also cancelled. 

Vol. 158, pp. 1208-1213.— Monday May 14, 1860. 



Debate : Order in. On motion that Committee of Supply 

he appointed. 

On the motion being made, *' That a Supply be granted 
to Her Majesty," and on the question, " That the House 
will on a future day resolve itself into a Committee to 
consider that motion," it is not in order to introduce 
topics. 

Supply. The Lords Commissioners' Speech considered, and a 
motion being made, " That a Supply be granted to Her Majesty," 

Mr. Peel moved to resolve, that this House will to-morrow resolve 
itself into a Ci>mmittee to consider that motion. 

Poland. Question. 

Mr. Hennessy was discussing the state of Poland. 

Mr. Speaker — ** Perhaps I should at an earlier stage have pointed 
out that the course which is now being pursued by the hon. member 
is contrary to the established practice of this House. The motion is 
not that the House do now, but that it will to-morrow, resolve itself 
into Committee of Supply. It has been ruled in this House, and I 
am boimd to adhere to that rule, that the proper occasion for any 
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hon. member to avail himself of the opportunity of intr. ducing topics 
on the motion for Committee of Supply is when the motion is, that 
the. House do resolve itself into Committee of Supply; and not when, 
as at present, the question is that the Committee be appointed for a 
future day." 

Vol. 169, pp. 192-3.— Monday, Februaiy 0, 1863. 



Question!^, Committee, of Supply. 

On the question of going into Committee of Supply, a 
question may be put although not pertinent to that 
division of the Estimates to be considered in Committee. 

The Army. The Home Force. Question. 

Col. Dickson rose to ask a question of the late Secretary of State, 
when Sir Charles Napier rose to order on the point that ihe House 
was going into the Navy, not the Army, Estimates. 

Mr. Speaker intimated that the hon. and gallant colonel was not 
out of order, as the question was that the House resolve itself into a 
Committee of Supply. 

Vol. 154, p. 987.— Monday, July 11, 1859. 



Debate : Order tn, on going into Committee of Supply. 

On the question that Mr. Speaker do now leave the 
chair, though it is competent to speak upon the pro- 
cedure of public business, it is irregular to discuss the 
details of any Bill to be considered. 

Public business. Order for Committee (Supply) read. 

Motion made, and question proposed, &c. 

Sir Minto Farquhar, in commenting upon the course adopted by 
the Government in regard to Bills, was proceeding to discuss the 
Civil Service (India) Bill, when 

Mr. Speaker said, that on the question now before the House, 
the hon. member must not enter into the details of the Bill. 

Vol. 159, pp. 2167-2169. -Thursday, July 19, 1860. 
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On going into Supply, it is irregular upon another 
question to raise a discussion upon a question of wliich 
notice has been given. 

Order for Committee of Supply read. 

The Mhow Court-Martial. Question. 

On a point of order. 

Mr. Speaker said it was difficult to draw the line on a motion 
upon going into Committee of Supply ; hut if notice of a distinct 
motion upon a particular suhject had heen given, it was not proper 
to enter upon it when another question had heen raised. 

Vol. 172, pp. 239-40.— Friday, July 3, 1863. 

Cf. Affairs of Poland. 

Vol. 172, p. 573.— Friday, July 10, 1863. 

Motions may not be anticipated. 

The Foreign Policy of the late Government. Notice. 

Lord Elcho, proposing to hring forward, on a motion for a Com- 
mittee of Supply, resolutions of which he had given notice for a 
later date, 

Mr. Speaker said that the nohle lord, having fixed a day for his 
motion, could not hiing it forward at an early period. 

Vol. 164.— Friday, July 1, 1869. 

It is not in order to refer to particular items in 
Estimates which were about to be discussed. 

Mr. Lindsay desired to make some ohservations on the Navy 
Estimates. 

Mr. Speaker said that the hon. memher would not he in order in 
referring to items in the Estimates which were ahout to he discussed 
in Committee. 

Vol. 173, pp. 903-904.— Monday, Fehruary 22, 1864. 



Debate : Order in. Latitude in going into Committee of 

Supply, 

On going into Committee of Supply, it is out of order 
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to discuss votes passed, or any votes standing for con- 
sideration. 

Supply— Civil Service Estimates. Order for Committee read. 
Motion made, and question proposed — ** That Mr. Speaker do now 
leave the Chair.*' Dehate. 

Mr. G. W. Hope rose to move an address to Her Majesty, r« Eoyal 
Military College, Sandhurst. 

Sir James Graham rose to order. 

Mr. Speaker said — Great latitude of discussion was allowed on 
going into Committee of Supply, hut one restriction was put upon it 
hy the House, namely, that any vote which had passed, or was ahout 
to he discussed in Committee of Supply, was not a proper suhject for 
discussion on going into Committee ; that was the rule of the House. 
When the hon. gentleman was making the statement there was much 
in it which could not he ohjected to hy the House; therefore, although 
the speech was founded on a motion which stood on the paper, he £d 
not think it consistent with his duty to interfere. But, in reply to 
the appeal now made to him, he would say it was not consistent 
with order that he should put the motion to the House. The vote to 
which it referred had heen passed in Committee, and had heen reported 
and agreed to hy the House. If a practice should arise of moving 
an address to the Crown on every vote which had heen passed hy the 
House, it was clear that discussion never would end, and that Supply 
would he postponed indefinitely. Any other subject once considered 
and disposed of hy the House, was held to he disposed of for that 
Session. The vote had passed in Committee, and been agreed to by 
the House, and he, therefore, was of opinion that it was not com- 
petent to move an address to the Crown that the vote should not 
be expended. 

Vol. 164, pp. 148'^-1600.— Tuesday, July 25, 1861. 

Supply : Debate on going into Committee, 

It is not in order to reply to anything said in a debate 
on a vote that has been passed. 

Supply. 

On the motion that the House go into Committee of Supply, Mr. 
Augustus i^mith was about to make some remark on the administra- 
tion of the Crown property, the report on those Estimates having 
been brought up and resolutions agreed to. 



i 



200 



Mr. Speaker said the hon. member was not in order in replying to 
anything said in a debate on a vote that had been passed. 

Vol. 154, pp. 1432-3.— Monday, July 18, 1859. 

Debate: Order in. Latitude on Question — " That the 
Speaker do leave the Chair ^^^ for Cummittee of Supply. 

On the motion for going into Committee of Supply, 

great latitude of observation allowed. 

An hon. member having asked a question relating to coal mines, 
and a debate thereon ensuing, 

Mr. Whalley called attention to riots at Ashton and elsewhere. 

Objection taken that the previous subject was not disposed of. 

Mr. Speaker — * * 'I he question now before the House is that I do 
leave the Chair, in order to the House going into Committee of 
Supply ; that being so, I have not any power to prevent the hon. 
gentleman from pursuing his observations." 

Vol. 192, pp. 1085-6.— Friday, May 29, 1868. 

Debate : Order in. No reply to Member moving Amend- 
ment. 
An hon. member having moved an amendment has no 
right of reply. 

Supply. Order for Committee read. 

Freedom of Speech. Arrest of Mr. Murphy, 

Mr. Newdegate moved an amendment. 

Question proposed — " That the words, &c., stand part of the 
question.*' 

Debate. 

Mr. Newdegate rose to address the House, whereupon 

Mr. Speaker — " The hon. member having moved an amendment 
has no right to reply.** 

Vol. 197, pp. 6!^0-32.— Friday, July 23, 1869. 

Debate : Order in. Anticipating discussion on motion for 
postponement of Committee of Supply. 
Upon a motion for postponement of a Committee of 
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Supply it is irregular to discuss a question standing on 
the notice-paper lower down. 

Lord Palmerston having moved to postpone the order as to a com- 
mittee of supply to a later date, proceeded to state the intentions of 
the Government with regard to the next order — Sir Henry Havelock's 
Pension Bill — Mr. Seymour Fitzgerald following with observations 
germane to the subject of that Bill. 

Mr. Speaker said he must draw the attention of the House to the 
fact that an irregularity had been committed in discussing upon a 
motion for the postponement of Supply, the question wmch stood 
next after that on the paper, viz., Sir Henry Havelock's Annuity 
BiU. If the postponement of Supply were first agreed to, this 
discussion, which was now irregular, might go on. 

(N.B. — By the wish of the House this discussion was proceeded 
with.) 

Vol. 148, pp. 659, 664. -Friday, December 11, 1857. 



Debate: Order in. On Resolutions of Supply. 

When several resolutions have been read a second time 
and agreed to, and a question is proposed that another 
resolution be read a second time, it is not regular to move 
the adjournment of the debate with a view to continuing 
a discussion on a resolution already disposed of. 

Supply. Resolutions (March 24) reported. 

Resolutions 2 to 8 agreed to. 

Question proposed — " That resolution 9 be read second time." 

Mr. Bentinck moved the adjournment with the view to discuss the 
vote for the defences of Canada. 

Mr. Speaker reminded the House that the course which was being 
pursued in continuing the discussion on a resolution which had 
already been disposed of was quite irregular. The resolution now 
before the House was the last of the report, and the question was 
that the House do agree with the Committee in the said resolution. 
To that resolution, therefore, the discussion ought to be confined, and 
the discussion cannot be enlarged on a vote already agreed to, even if 
the motion for adjournment had been made and seconded. 

Vol. 178, pp. 359-60.— Monday, March 7, 1866. 
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And subflequently Mr. Speaker reminded the Hoiue Hiat there were 
two opportiiiiities upon which any hon. member who wished to 
addrMS the House upon the subject of the fortifications in Canada, 
might have done so — one upon the question that the resolution ^ould 
be read a second time, and the other ux)on the question that the Hoose 
should agree with the Committee in tibe resolution lelating to tlie 
subject. Jbid, p. 362. 

Debate : Order in. Supply. 

On report of resolution of Committee of Supply it is 
competent to make observations relevant to subject matter 
of the vote. 

Cf . Supply. Civil Service Estimates. 

A vote on account of the Civil Service Estimates having been 
taken, embracing seven classes and including 150 items, Sir Robert 
Feel wished to know if it was now competent (viz., on question, 
'* That resolution of Committee of Supply be now read a second 
time '') to take each of those items and classes separately and discuss 
them seriatim ? 

Mr. Speaker said that the vote on account was one vote, and the 
right hon. member might make any observations he thought fit which 
bwe upon it, and which was relevant to the subject matter. 

Vol. 206, pp. 1367-8.— Friday, May 26, 1871. 

Debate : Order in. Supply. Report. 

It is not in order to refer to other matter than the 

report before the House. 

Supply. Report. Navy Estimates. 

Mr. Coningham was referring to the police system in dockyards. 
Mr. Speaker reminded the hon. gentieman he was out of order in 
addressing himself to other matter than the report before the House. 

Vol. 162, p. 622.— Monday, April 15, 1861. 
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WAYS AND MEANS. 

Rules of Procedure — Amendments in Committee of Supply 

and Ways and Means, 

Resolutions must be confined to the subject-matter 
referred to the Committee. 

Sir James Grabam Bubmitted that it was not competent for an 
hon. member (Mr. Du Cane) to move a resolution in the Committee 
on the Customs Acts, wbich was not confined to tbe revenue arising 
out of the Customs, and appealed to the ^eaker for confirmation. 

Mr. Speaker — " By the rules of this House, the Chairman of the 
Committees of Ways and Means is the judge of all matters of order 
which arise in Committee ; no doubt the Chairman would rightly 
rule any question which might come before him for discussion. I 
should perhaps be going beyond my province were I to pass by 
anticipation a judgment upon any resolution to be proposed in 
Committee; but as my opinion has been asked as to the general 
practice of the House, I will with pleasure give an answer. The 
right hon. baronet has, in my judgment, correctly laid down the rule 
of the House in regard to Committees. It is competent in a Com- 
mittee of the whole House for any hon. member to move a resolution, 
so long as it is relevant to the matter referred to the Committee ; but 
any resolution must be confined to the subject matter referred to the 
Committee. I restrict myself to the statement of the general rule of 
the House, leaving to the Chairman of Committees to express his 
judgment upon the fitness of any resolution which may be pro- 
posed." 

Vol. 166, pp. 1473-4.— Tuesday, February 21, 1860. 

Debate, 
On motion for going into Committee of Ways and 
Means it is out of order to discuss the merits of a Bill of 
a distinct character, but the question of the postponement 
of such a Bill may be discussed. 

Supply. Motion for going into a Conmiittee of Ways and Means. 
Reform of the Corporation of London Bill. Observations. 
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Sir John Shelley speaking as to the time of taking this BUI, and 
Sir George Lewis having repUed, 

Mr. W. Williams wished to say a word or two on this subject. 

Mr. E. P. Bouverie rose to order. 

Mr. Speaker — " It certainly would be out of order to discuss the 
merits ot this Bill ; but I understand the Secretary of State for the 
Home Department to rather invite the opinion of the House on the 
question of the postponement of the Bill.'' 

Vol. 165, pp. 169-60.— Thursday, July 21, 1869. 



WITNESSES. 



How Examined, 

Witnesses before the House may be examined by 
members directly. 

Rochdale Election. Petition. Privilege. 

Mr. H. Berkeley wished, before the person in attendance was 
called in, to ask a question of the Speaker upon a point of form. He 
found from the Rules and Regulations of the House that no member 
could examine witnesses except through the mediiun of the Speaker, 
and he wished to know whether that regulation was to be adhered to. 

Mr. Speaker — " In answer to the question of the hon. member, I 
have to say that he has correctly stated the effect of the rule in 
question ; but it has been the custom to allow a degree of latitude 
for the convenience of the House, and questions put directly by 
members have been supposed to be put through the Speaker." 

Vol. 164, p. 97.— Friday, June 19, 1867. 

When witnesses are being examined by the House, 
and questions are put the answers to which may criminate 
the witness, it is usual to refer the investigation to a 
Select Committee. 

Rochdale Election. Examination of John Lord at the Bar. 
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The Attorney-General suggested the advisability of the House 
foregoing further inquiry, as the witness appeared to be a party to 
the charge, and might, in answer, criminate himself. He moved 
that further inqiiiry into the subject be referred to a Select Com- 
mittee. 

The Speaker stated that the course proposed by the Attorney- 
General was in accordance with what took place upon a former 
occasion somewhat similar to the present. 

Vol. 146, pp. 99, 100.— Friday, June 19, 1867. 
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